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PERFECT NINE
The best darts TV pundit Wayne Mardle 

answers our ra-tat-tat questions…

1. Where did you get your darting 
nickname and is there a tale to tell?

Chronologically it happened like 
this, I purchased the shirt, I then 
chose the walk on song that 
remotely complemented the shirt, 
and my personality of course.  
Then Bobby George gave me the 
nickname. 

The reason I bought the shirt in the 
fi rst place was because most players 
back in the day wore black, blue or 
grey. I wanted to be a little di� erent. 

2. When did you hit your fi rst Nine-
Dart leg and what was it like?

I was 16-17. I hit it on a freestanding 
board in the back garden, 
amazingly. There was a westerly 
wind too. Hahah. It felt like such an 
achievement. I’d come so close a 
few times before so to “ cross the 
line “ so to speak was special. 

3. Do you have any habits or 
routines before a (big) match?

I used to get to the venue four 
hours before the scheduled time of 
the match. Practice in 10 minutes 
bursts about every 10 -15 minutes. 
It’s important not to over practice as 
this can make you feel tired. 

4. Which player did /do you most 
enjoy watching?

It was Eric Bristow is his pomp, the 
mid 1980’s belonged to him. He 
was one of the reasons I started 
playing darts. The player I most 
enjoy watching now is Michael Van 
Gerwen, he’s exciting and brilliant. 

5. Do you have an unfulfi lled 
ambition in darts?

Yes. I wanted to be a World 
Champion. I reached fi ve semi fi nals 
without ever reaching a fi nal. That’s 
a record no one wants. 

6. What is your favourite event or 
venue?

The Winter Gardens, Blackpool. 

7. Who do you enjoy playing the 
most and why?

I used to enjoy playing John Part 
and Colin Lloyd. Both brilliant 
players, both genuine decent human 
beings, they both also just got on 
with the game...no nonsense. 

8. Who were the key infl uences in 
your darting life/career?

My Dad and circumstances. If my 
Dad Didn’t play I’d have never 
played. If my Dad hadn’t  spent his 
hard earned money on taking me 
around the country as a teenager I’d 
never have been a professional Dart 
player. Luckily for me, my parents 
could a� ord to spend a lot of  
money on me pursuing my hobby, 
that’s the circumstances. 

9. What is your favourite career 
moment so far?

Representing my country, England. 
I won too. An amazing day! A 
memory I’ll cherish for many years. 
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RYAN SEARLE won his �rst senior PDC title at Players’
Championship 3 in Wigan, defeating Michael van Gerwen
8-6 in the �nal.

It was a �rst ever victory over Van Gerwen for Searle,
whose rise from Challenge Tour to Pro Tour has seen him
win �ve matches on the Alexandra Palace stage across the
last two stagings of the World Championship.

Searle, who worked as a window cleaner until winning
his Tour Card in January 2017, pockets the £10,000 top
prize, which will be a major boost to his hopes of securing
a debut in July’s World Matchplay, having narrowly missed
out in 2019.

A tough start to the day saw for Searle saw him
overcome two-time Grand Slam champion Gerwyn Price,
before wins over Michael Smith and Glen Durrant on his
way to the semi-�nals.

Searle then defeated rising Dutch star Je�rey de Zwaan
7-3 to set up a meeting with Van Gerwen, who got the
better of Peter Wright by the same scoreline in their a
repeat of New Year's Day's World Championship �nal.

The �nal saw Searle race into a 3-0 lead, before world
number one Van Gerwen piled in three 180s across the
next four legs to take a 4-3 lead.

Undeterred, Searle took out 78 to stop the rot and, after
the next two legs were shared, the Devon man produced a
13-dart leg to go 6-5 up.

Van Gerwen was unable to �nd another break of throw
as Searle sealed victory in style with another 13-darter to
cap one of the most signi�cant days in his career to date.

The third of 30 Players’ Championship events in 2020
saw the eighth and ninth nine-dart �nishes of 2020 hit by
Mensur Suljovic and Danny Noppert in their matches

against Je� Smith and Andy Boulton, respectively.

> RESULTS
Last 16: Michael van Gerwen 6, Dirk van Duijvenbode 2;
Chris Dobey 6, Stephen Bunting 2; Peter Wright 6, Adrian
Lewis 5; Joe Cullen 6, Ted Evetts 1; Je�rey de Zwaan 6,
Vincent van der Voort 4; Danny Noppert 6, Joe Murnan 4;
Ryan Searle 6, Michael Smith 4; Glen Durrant 6, Krzysztof
Ratajski 5.
Quarter-	nals: Michael van Gerwen 6, Chris Dobey 5;
Peter Wright 6, Joe Cullen 3; Je�rey de Zwaan 6, Danny
Noppert 3; Ryan Searle 6, Glen Durrant 5.
Semi-	nals: Michael van Gerwen 7, Peter Wright 3; Ryan
Searle 7, Je�rey de Zwaan 5.
Final: Ryan Searle 8, Michael van Gerwen 6.
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Ryan Searle wins �rst
senior PDC title
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LEGACY

PDC chief executive Matthew Porter 
admits the women’s game profi le 
“has never been higher” on the eve 
of the fi rst Women’s Series.

The PDC will stage a four-event Series in 
mid-October, giving players the opportunity 
to qualify for the William Hill World Darts 
Championship as well as the Grand Slam of 
Darts.

Two places in the 2020/21 World 
Championship will be on o� er for female 
players based on prize money won across 
the four events to be held on October 17-18 
in Barnsley.

The mini-tour will replace the two separate 
qualifying tournaments for the World 
Championship which have been staged over 
the past two years, o� ering £20,000 prize 
money in total across the four events.

Entry will be £25 per player per event, and 
the PDC Women’s Series will be open to all 
female players aged 16 and above.

Ahead of the four PDC Women’s Series 
events, a separate, free-to-enter Grand 
Slam of Darts Qualifi er will be staged on 
Friday October 16, o� ering one place in 
November’s tournament.

Lisa Ashton became the fi rst woman to 
win a PDC Tour Card at Qualifying School 
earlier this year - amongst 16 female players 
competing in the event - while Fallon 
Sherrock created history and worldwide 
headlines with her run to the third round 
of the 2019/2020 World Championship, 
defeating Ted Evetts and Mensur Suljovic.

Anastasia Dobromyslova had joined Ashton 
in qualifying for the 2018/2019 World 
Championship, while Japan’s Mikuru Suzuki 
competed alongside Sherrock at Alexandra 
Palace last year.

Ashton and Suzuki also played in the Grand 
Slam of Darts last year, and could secure 
another appearance in the event if they win 
through the qualifi er on October 16.

Porter said: “Women’s darts at the top level 
has never enjoyed as high a profi le and this 
is an important development.

“This year has seen sport worldwide 
a� ected by the coronavirus pandemic and it 
is hugely encouraging at a time when other 
sports are seeing opportunities for women 
reduced that we are able to bring in the 
PDC Women’s Series and create a place in 
the 2020 Grand Slam of Darts.

“We are also retaining two places in the 
William Hill World Darts Championship 
for female players, giving them the 
opportunity to take part in our sport’s 
biggest tournament once again after the 
historic achievements of Fallon Sherrock 
last December.”

2020 PDC Women’s Series

Friday October 16 - Grand Slam of Darts 
Qualifi er

Saturday October 17 - PDC Women’s Series 
Events One & Two

Sunday October 18 - PDC Women’s Series 
Events Three & Four

WOMEN’S GAME IS
NOW HIGH 

PROFILE
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Queen back on 
her throwin’
FALLON EYES UP 
PALACE RETURN

OCHE 
queen 
Fallon 
Sherrock 
admits she’d 

love the ‘new normal’ of darts to 
be women beating men.

The Bucks fi zzer returned to the big stage at 
the Bwin World Series after rocking the sport 
with victories over Ted Evetts and Mensur 
Suljovic at the World Championships last 
December. 

But mum-of-one Sherrock, 26, has got her 
sights set on a time when it won’t be headline 
news anymore that women are winning.

She vowed: “The next step is not just about a 
woman beating a man. It’s just two great players 
taking on each other. Yes it might happen to be 
a woman but it’s not seen as a woman. 

“I know that this is a new thing in darts but it 
would be really nice to get to that point that it’s 
not a surprise anymore.

“What Lisa (Ashton) has done is brilliant. It’s 
such an achievement and it’s something I’m 
inspired to do as well.

“Seeing how she’s beating all these men on the 
ProTour gives me more of an incentive. I want to 
get to Q School and get my Tour Card.”

Next up for the Queen of the Palace is trying 
to book her ticket back to the Palace. Sherrock 
was naturally quick to praise the new PDC 
Women’s Series in Cannock in October.

She continued: “The Ally Pally is still fresh in my 

mind. 
I know 
a lot of 
stu�  has 
happened over 
the past few months. But 
watching the games back and 
reliving it all it gets me excited to 
get back playing again on stage. 

“I think the ladies tour is a great idea. I’ve 
always said we need more opportunities 
and now we can show how our standard 
has improved over the past couple of years. 
This is a perfect chance to show what we 
can do.

“Obviously if I can qualify I’m going to be so 
excited again. I loved playing in the World 
Championship and that is where I want to get 
to again. It was such a surreal experience. I’m 
going to try my best to get there.”

Sherrock admits it has been a “worry” to travel 
again as she remains in the vulnerable category 
after su� ering from a kidney disease six years 
ago - and being away from her young son while 
the coronavirus is still a big threat.

She added: “I’m not too keen on wearing the 

EXCLUSIVE WORDS: PHIL LANNING PHOTOGRAPHY: TAYLOR LANNING

facemark because I can’t breathe. But 
it’s all to do with safety especially with 
my health problems. I will be wearing a 
facemask literally everywhere that I go. 

“It’s always going to be a worry. I have 
to take the right precautions 

and do what the 
Government says. I’m 
also going to be wearing 
gloves for every surface 
that I’m touching 
and I’m keeping my 
distance from people. 
If I take all the 
precautions it should 
be safe to travel.

“Since lockdown 
I’ve been spending 
a lot of time with 
my son. There’s 
obviously a lot 
more stu�  to 
worry about 
than the darts. 

“I’ve got my 
number on his 
iPad and he can 
call me anytime 
he wants and 
I’m getting a 
phone call every 
fi ve minutes. 
It’s really nice 
because I’m 

always in communication with him. When 
it comes to playing I’ll need to fi nd some 
space and not worry as much.

“As long as I talk to him before and after 
matches and not worry about the virus I 
should be OK.”

Sherrock has played in a few online 
matches during the virus crisis but also 
feels that the break from the limelight 
wasn’t such a bad thing for her.

She added: “It’s not been very frustrating, 
a bit disappointing. I was obviously really 
looking forward to playing darts around 
the world and places I’d never been to 
before.

“In fairness it’s probably done me a bit of 
good. I was so busy and playing so much, 
I think I needed a break. 

“The lockdown has given me the time 
to refuel, get all my energy back up and 
hopefully it’s worked out for me.

“I love just playing in general and when 
there’s a crowd behind me it’s such a 
good atmosphere. It’s a buzz and proper 
gives you more of a platform to play 
better. That’s still kind of a new thing for 
me. I love the fans behind me. I think it’s 
a very exciting prospect to get the fans 
back.” 

Sherrock also revealed that she hopes 
another organisation to save the amateur 
World Championship as British Darts 
Organisation remains in crisis.

She added: “It is sad to see it. When I was 
little the Lakeside was always on the 

TV. My mum, dad and sister would 
all watch it. I always wanted to be 

there. 

“I still remember the fi rst 
year I was there, so many 
good memories. It is really 

disappointing but I suppose 
things happen in life and 
there’s nothing we can do 
about it. 

“But I’m hoping 
another organisation 
takes over and we 
can rebuild it all and 
hopefully there can 

be another World 
Championship 
for the amateur 
game.”

“I’ve always said we need more 
opportunities and now we can show how 

our standard has improved. This is a 
perfect chance to show what 

we can do.

“

we can do.

“

we can do.

Fallon Sherrock holds the 
record for the most 180s 

thrown at the Women’s World 
Championship (13). Data 

available from all matches in 
2020 suggests she is better 
than 50/50 to land the third 

treble once the fi rst two are in. 
@DartsDatabase
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On the
OH how we love Christmas; turkey, presents, 
hangovers, The Queen and Dave Clark in our 
front rooms every day.

But it will defi nitely look very di� erent when 
mid-December hits in 2020.

The question is just how di� erent?

There will certainly not be the much-loved Clarky on our 
screens after he retired before the Matchplay. The slick 
presenter will be sitting at home tuning in while no doubt 
listening to his Bruce Springsteen back catalogue.

Over the years we have been blessed by Sky Sports’ 
indulgence for the arrows over the festives. The solus darts 
channel is something of a novelty, the old radial sections of 
black, red, beige and green becoming a constant televisual 
wallpaper backdrop in most households.

Before and after the live stu� , we are treated to Taylor, 
Manley, Harrington, Lloyd and Mardle slugging it out in the 
classics. 

However, it’s the live stu�  which is of most concern for this 
year’s Worlds.

The PDC have strenuously battled to get fans back into 
arenas and gripped as tightly as they can to the iconic 
venues. Barry Hearn and Matt Porter are very much in touch 
with the essence of this sport, what gives it that unique 
entertainment value.

While getting the World Matchplay and Premier League on 
in Milton Keynes was something of a small miracle, to the 
non-darting armchair fans, it’s a fl at viewing experience 
compared to a packed arena of dressed up Supermen, 
Cinderellas and Minions singing Walking In A Taylor 
Wonderland.

The Ally Pally without fans is simply unthinkable.

Well folks, get thinking it.

With this keystone cops Government running around like 
headless chickens, it seems remarkably unlikely that fans 
will attend sporting events this year, especially after the 
new restrictions announced on September 22.

To be quite honest, the snobbery and shock has to stop 
here.

We just can’t go around casting holier than thou opinions 
that “you can’t have the Worlds without fans, it won’t be 
the same”.

The brutal truth is that we’ll have to live with that. As the 
odious Jacob Rees-Mogg would say, stop carping and be 
grateful for that it’s still on at all.

The PDC, to their credit, have kept pushing for normality 
and undoubtedly taken a massive fi nancial hit without ticket 
sales. Yet they’ve not shut up shop. They’ve kept the sport 
on TV.

It is perhaps right to say that there are bigger headaches 
out there for the PDC. How do they bring in players from 
all around the world? How do they keep players in a corona 
bubble if they have several days between matches?

So let’s just accept now there won’t be fans. 

And just be happy we’ve got darts to watch on TV.

On the same subject, the January blues are going to be a bit 
more biting in 2021 with little chance of an amateur World 
Championship.

The BDO’s tragic demise has been a slow motion horror 
story for a year or so now. With the state of the UK gripped 
by Covid-19, I think we can kiss goodbye to a Championship 
being hastily arranged within three or four months.

Let’s hope that somehow there is a phoenix from the fl ames.
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WELCOME to Darts World’s review of  
2020 a year like no other! This free 

issue of Darts World is our gift to darts fans 
everywhere and a keepsake chronicle of what 
we hope is a year never to be repeated.

While Covid-19 dominated headlines, 
stories, and even our daily lives, darts managed 
to overcome these huge hurdles to keep us 
occupied and entertained. The professional 
game even fulfilled the vast majority of its 
scheduled calendar. Simply superb.

New stars emerged from lockdown to claim 
trophies, titles, and public aection. Dimitri 
van den Bergh and Jose de Sousa stood out 
amongst many. Gary Anderson bounced back 
to reach the two biggest finals and Gerwyn 
Price completed his journey from ‘Villain to 
Victor’. 

Spare a thought for Peter Wright and 
Wayne Warren whose reigns as World 
Champion were severely muted.

Amateur darts in the UK was dealt a 
heavy blow as the BDO finally lurched into 
insolvency causing grief and disappointment 
to many. Yet, from out of the ashes, new 
organisations have emerged determined to 
represent the grassroots of our game. MAD 
appears determined to restore pride to those 
playing the amateur game while the UKDA is 
attempting to return the County game to its 
former glory.

For Darts World last year was certainly one 
of two halves. The early issues were produced 
under great pressure as we fought to maintain 
our near fifty-year history. The team produced 
several issues, both print and digital, under the 
influence of the Coronavirus before we received 
a huge boost from The Darts Group takeover.

Our unique, double-covered, re-launch issue 
featured Devon Petersen and a marked change 
in style production standards. As you progress 
through this souvenir edition you will see this 
progress as it happened. The special 8-page 
supplement ‘The Best of Darts World’ combines 
the best of both worlds and is reproduced in 
full here. 

Issue 570 had set our tone for the rest of 
2020, just as darts was really finding its stride 
again. The publications that followed focused 
on the major events taking place in the final 
quarter and up to the World Championship 
in December. En route, DW reemphasised our 
commitment to all forms of our great game.

From our ‘Global’ reports and 
‘Performance’ advice, through to helping 
you ‘Choose Your Weapons’, via the best 
contributions from darts movers ‘n’ shakers. 
Our Legacy segments ensure that those who 
contributed to the success of our sport are 
never overlooked.

All-in-all 2020 was a unique year that 
deserves this special issue, which serves in part 
to record events and also as a tribute to the 
resilience of our sport.

We hope that you all enjoy this biography 
of a ‘Year Like No Other’. 
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PERFECT NINE
The best darts TV pundit Wayne Mardle 

answers our ra-tat-tat questions…

1. Where did you get your darting 
nickname and is there a tale to tell?

Chronologically it happened like 
this, I purchased the shirt, I then 
chose the walk on song that 
remotely complemented the shirt, 
and my personality of course.  
Then Bobby George gave me the 
nickname. 

The reason I bought the shirt in the 
fi rst place was because most players 
back in the day wore black, blue or 
grey. I wanted to be a little di� erent. 

2. When did you hit your fi rst Nine-
Dart leg and what was it like?

I was 16-17. I hit it on a freestanding 
board in the back garden, 
amazingly. There was a westerly 
wind too. Hahah. It felt like such an 
achievement. I’d come so close a 
few times before so to “ cross the 
line “ so to speak was special. 

3. Do you have any habits or 
routines before a (big) match?

I used to get to the venue four 
hours before the scheduled time of 
the match. Practice in 10 minutes 
bursts about every 10 -15 minutes. 
It’s important not to over practice as 
this can make you feel tired. 

4. Which player did /do you most 
enjoy watching?

It was Eric Bristow is his pomp, the 
mid 1980’s belonged to him. He 
was one of the reasons I started 
playing darts. The player I most 
enjoy watching now is Michael Van 
Gerwen, he’s exciting and brilliant. 

5. Do you have an unfulfi lled 
ambition in darts?

Yes. I wanted to be a World 
Champion. I reached fi ve semi fi nals 
without ever reaching a fi nal. That’s 
a record no one wants. 

6. What is your favourite event or 
venue?

The Winter Gardens, Blackpool. 

7. Who do you enjoy playing the 
most and why?

I used to enjoy playing John Part 
and Colin Lloyd. Both brilliant 
players, both genuine decent human 
beings, they both also just got on 
with the game...no nonsense. 

8. Who were the key infl uences in 
your darting life/career?

My Dad and circumstances. If my 
Dad Didn’t play I’d have never 
played. If my Dad hadn’t  spent his 
hard earned money on taking me 
around the country as a teenager I’d 
never have been a professional Dart 
player. Luckily for me, my parents 
could a� ord to spend a lot of  
money on me pursuing my hobby, 
that’s the circumstances. 

9. What is your favourite career 
moment so far?

Representing my country, England. 
I won too. An amazing day! A 
memory I’ll cherish for many years. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: TAYLOR LANNING
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RYAN SEARLE won his �rst senior PDC title at Players’Championship 3 in Wigan, defeating Michael van Gerwen8-6 in the �nal.
It was a �rst ever victory over Van Gerwen for Searle,whose rise from Challenge Tour to Pro Tour has seen himwin �ve matches on the Alexandra Palace stage across thelast two stagings of the World Championship.Searle, who worked as a window cleaner until winninghis Tour Card in January 2017, pockets the £10,000 topprize, which will be a major boost to his hopes of securinga debut in July’s World Matchplay, having narrowly missedout in 2019.

A tough start to the day saw for Searle saw himovercome two-time Grand Slam champion Gerwyn Price,before wins over Michael Smith and Glen Durrant on hisway to the semi-�nals.

Searle then defeated rising Dutch star Je�rey de Zwaan7-3 to set up a meeting with Van Gerwen, who got thebetter of Peter Wright by the same scoreline in their arepeat of New Year's Day's World Championship �nal.The �nal saw Searle race into a 3-0 lead, before worldnumber one Van Gerwen piled in three 180s across thenext four legs to take a 4-3 lead.
Undeterred, Searle took out 78 to stop the rot and, afterthe next two legs were shared, the Devon man produced a13-dart leg to go 6-5 up.

Van Gerwen was unable to �nd another break of throwas Searle sealed victory in style with another 13-darter tocap one of the most signi�cant days in his career to date.The third of 30 Players’ Championship events in 2020saw the eighth and ninth nine-dart �nishes of 2020 hit byMensur Suljovic and Danny Noppert in their matches

against Je� Smith and Andy Boulton, respectively.

> RESULTS
Last 16: Michael van Gerwen 6, Dirk van Duijvenbode 2;Chris Dobey 6, Stephen Bunting 2; Peter Wright 6, AdrianLewis 5; Joe Cullen 6, Ted Evetts 1; Je�rey de Zwaan 6,Vincent van der Voort 4; Danny Noppert 6, Joe Murnan 4;Ryan Searle 6, Michael Smith 4; Glen Durrant 6, KrzysztofRatajski 5.

Quarter-	nals: Michael van Gerwen 6, Chris Dobey 5;Peter Wright 6, Joe Cullen 3; Je�rey de Zwaan 6, DannyNoppert 3; Ryan Searle 6, Glen Durrant 5.Semi-	nals: Michael van Gerwen 7, Peter Wright 3; RyanSearle 7, Je�rey de Zwaan 5.
Final: Ryan Searle 8, Michael van Gerwen 6.
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Ryan Searle wins �rst
senior PDC title

MICHAEL VAN GERWEN has been named PDC Player of

the Year for a �fth consecutive year after the PDC Awards.

World number one Van Gerwen enjoyed another year of

glittering success in 2019, picking up 14 titles including a

fourth successive Premier League crown.

The Dutchman also retained his World Grand Prix and

Masters titles, along with other televised triumphs at the

Champions League of Darts, World Series of Darts Finals,

Melbourne Darts Masters and NZ Darts Masters.

Van Gerwen, who celebrated his 30th birthday in 2019,

also won the Pro Tour Player of the Year award in

recognition of his consistency throughout the year away

from the TV cameras.
Newly crowned World Champion Peter Wright scooped a

hat-trick of awards, including Televised Performance of the

Year for his stunning victory over Van Gerwen to win the

World Championship �nal.

The popular Scot has also been recognised by fans and

fellow players alike for his achievements by winning the

Fans’ Player of the Year and PDPA Players’ Player of the Year

awards.
The Best Newcomer Award went to Glen Durrant, whose

stellar �rst year in the PDC saw him reach the semi-�nals

of three televised events, including a memorable week in

Blackpool at the World Matchplay.

Luke Humprhies was awarded Young Player of the Year

after becoming World Youth Champion for the �rst time

and reaching the World Championship quarter-�nals for a

second successive year.
Players who achieved a perfect leg in PDC tournaments

during 2019 were recognised with places in the PDC Nine-

Dart Club, with Van Gerwen's televised perfect leg at the

Players’ Championship Finals earning him a

commemorative gold pin badge.

Silver pin badges are awarded to recognise the record

breaking 46 perfect legs hit away from the TV cameras on

the PDC circuit last year.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Winner: Michael van Gerwen

Nominated: Peter Wright, Gerwyn Price, Rob Cross

FANS’ PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Winner: Peter Wright
Runner-up: Gerwyn Price

PDPA PLAYERS’ PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Winner: Peter Wright
Runner-up: Gerwyn Price, Nathan Aspinall (joint second)

TELEVISED PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR

Winner: Peter Wright (World Championship �nal versus

Michael van Gerwen)
Nominated: Gerwyn Price (Grand Slam of Darts �nal

versus Peter Wright); Michael van Gerwen (World Grand

Prix �nal versus Dave Chisnall); Glen Durrant (World

Matchplay last 16 versus Michael van Gerwen)

BEST NEWCOMER
Winner: Glen Durrant
Nominated: Jamie Hughes, Darius Labanauskas, Jose De

Sousa
PRO TOUR PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Winner: Michael van Gerwen

Nominated: Ian White, Gerwyn Price, Peter Wright

YOUNG PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Winner: Luke Humphries

Nominated: Ted Evetts, Je�rey de Zwaan, Max Hopp

PDC NINE-DART CLUB
Gold Pins: Michael van Gerwen

Silver Pins: Dave Chisnall (x3), Geert Nentjes (x3),

Michael van Gerwen (x3), Gerwyn Price (x2), Ritchie

Edhouse (x2), Ted Evetts (x2), Peter Jacques, Chris Dobey,

Ricky Evans, Scott Baker, Danny Noppert, Brian Raman,

James Wade, Mark McGeeney, Harry Ward, Callan Rydz,

Steve Beaton, Geert De Vos, Michael Rasztovits, Robert

Thornton, Madars Razma, Lourence Ilagan, Dimitri Van den

Bergh, Andy Jenkins, Kyle Anderson, Boris Koltsov, Simon

Preston, John Henderson, Matt Clark, Jose De Sousa, Je�rey

de Zwaan, Rob Cross, Ian White, Cody Harris, Mensur

Suljovic James Beeton, Keane Barry
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FALLON SHERROCK stole the show on

Night Two of the 2020 Unibet Premier

League as she drew with Glen Durrant in

Nottingham, as Michael van Gerwen

continued his winning start to the season.

Sherrock, who became a global

sensation at Alexandra Palace in December

by becoming the  rst woman to win

matches at the World Championship,

picked up where she left o� at a packed

out Motorpoint Arena.
Starring as the  rst woman in Premier

League history, Sherrock came agonisingly

close to becoming the  rst Challenger to

win a match in the competition.

A nervy start to the contest saw the  rst

six legs shared with both players missing

darts at doubles, before Sherrock took out

92 for a superb 12-dart break of throw.

The next three legs all went with throw

as Sherrock took out 46 to secure a draw,

but three-time BDO champion Durrant

fought back to take the match all the way

to a 12th leg.
With Sherrock waiting on 48 for victory,

Durrant pinned double 16 with his third

dart to maintain an unbeaten start to his

debut Premier League campaign, ending

hopes of a roof-raising  nish for Sherrock. 

“I loved every minute of the experience,

I’m so happy to get a draw,” said Sherrock.

“It was amazing, I’m so happy to have

played well again in front of a big crowd

and it was a privilege to play against Glen.

“I want to thank everyone who came

out to support me, I’m so grateful to them

all.
“I'm trying to make the most of all the

opportunities I’m getting at the moment

and I can't wait for everything else 2020

could bring.”
Premier League newcomer Durrant,

who got his maiden Premier League

campaign o� to a perfect start in

Aberdeen on Night One, was left to rue 17

missed double attempts.
However, the 70 checkout under

immense pressure in the  nal leg

maintained his unbeaten start to the

season.
“All credit goes to Fallon there, that was

the toughest game I’ve ever had,” Durrant

admitted.
“It was a real challenge. I think playing

Fallon on that stage was a lot harder than I

maybe anticipated.
“The crowd were fantastic, I want to

make it clear that they didn’t put me o� at

all.”
Five-time Premier League winner Van

Gerwen is the only player to boast a 100

per cent record following the opening two

nights with an impressive 7-1 victory over

Daryl Gurney.
The world number one was at his

dominant best, averaging 105.05 to blow

away Gurney, who sits at the foot of the

table with back-to-back defeats.

“I didn’t make any mistakes tonight,

and I had to because Daryl is a very

consistent player,” said Van Gerwen.

“It'’s good but I know I can do better

than this and I know there is more in the

tank.
“I think the crowd were superb tonight

for all the players, we all want to perform

for them.
“I’m back where I belong and that’s at

the top of the table.”
Scottish World Cup winning team-

mates Gary Anderson and Peter Wright

played out an intriguing 6-6 draw.

The opening four legs all went with

throw before Wright, who was struggling

with an ankle problem, struck an 11-dart

leg for the  rst break to go 3-2 up.

The following three legs were all won in

six visits or more as the two powerhouses

of the sport struggled to produce their

red-hot recent form, before Anderson

found double 16 to go 5-4 in front.

However, two-time Premier League

winner Anderson was unable to  nd the

decisive break of throw as World

Champion Wright fought back, ending the

match with a 12-dart leg to avoid

beginning his campaign with back-to-

back defeats.
Last year's runner-up Rob Cross twice

came from behind to defeat Nathan

Aspinall 7-5 in a nip-and-tuck a�air.

In a game which never saw more than a

leg between the pair, Cross trailed 4-3 but

 nishes of 116 and 112 proved decisive as

he avenged his defeat to Aspinall in the

2019 UK Open  nal.
“I’m very pleased to win tonight, it was

a hard game to win against an in-form

player,” said Cross.
“I’m on a new path at the moment and I

feel brilliant. I’ve lost almost three stone

since the World Championship.

“I’d been doing things wrong for the

last couple of years so I decided it’s time to

look after myself.
“I want the best I can from this game

and to get that I have to do the right

things on and o� the stage.”

A night of comebacks and close

encounters saw world number three

Gerwyn Price recover from 6-2 down to

salvage a point against Michael Smith.

Smith was at his �uent best in the  rst

eight legs, averaging over 115, hitting two

ten-dart legs and a 140  nish as he

secured his  rst point of the campaign.

However, the 2018 Premier League

runner-up was unable to get over the

winning line, missing two match darts as

Price dug deep to win four successive legs

to maintain his unbeaten start to the

season.

> RESULTS
Night Two: Rob Cross 7, Nathan Aspinall

5; Gerwyn Price 6, Michael Smith 6; Gary

Anderson 6, Peter Wright 6; Glen Durrant

6, Fallon Sherrock 6; Michael van Gerwen

7, Daryl Gurney 1.

PH
OT

OG
RA

PH
S: 

LA
W

RE
NC

E L
US

TIG
/P

DC

MICHAEL VAN GERWEN went some wayto avenging his World Championship �naldefeat to Peter Wright, edging theirAlexandra Palace rematch 7-5 on NightOne of the 2020 Unibet Premier League inAberdeen.
The 16th staging of the Premier Leaguegot underway in front of over 7,000 fans atthe brand new P&J Live, with �ve-timePremier League champion Van Gerwenwinning a thriller against Wright.

A typically high quality a�air betweenthe world's top two saw six ton-plus�nishes landed, but it was Van
Gerwen's 104.13 average which
eventually proved too much for
Wright to handle.

Wright, who famously dethronedVan Gerwen as World Champion onNew Year's Day, got o� to an idealstart with �nishes of 120 and 80 totake a 2-0 lead, but Van Gerwen
replied with checkouts of 120 and106 to go 3-2 up.

The next six legs all went with
throw to put Van Gerwen 6-5 up, andthe Dutchman struck the vital breakof throw in the �nal leg of the matchto get o� to a winning start in hisquest for a �fth consecutive PremierLeague crown.

Two-time Premier League
champion Gary Anderson was theonly Scottish winner in Aberdeen ashe made a successful return to

Premier League action, recoveringfrom 5-4 down to defeat Daryl
Gurney 7-5 in an encapsulating
encounter.

Starring in his �rst Premier Leaguematch in almost two years after a backinjury ruled him out of the 2019 campaign,Anderson looked to be heading for defeatafter Gurney broke throw to move 5-4 up ina tight encounter.
However, two-time Premier Leaguechampion Anderson found his best form ashe �red in legs of 13, 12 and 12 darts todelight a partisan Scottish crowd.

It was a perfect start to life as full-timePremier League players for Nathan Aspinall

and Glen Durrant, who recorded wins overJohn Henderson and Michael Smithrespectively.
Henderson's highly anticipated return toAberdeen was spoiled by Aspinall, whocruised to a 7-3 victory over the Scot.Appearing as the �rst of nine

Challengers following his famous drawwith Van Gerwen in 2019, Henderson goto� to a slow start and never recovered asAspinall picked up a win in his �rst matchas a Premier League player.

With Henderson waiting on 96 to gowithin a leg of Aspinall, the UK Openchampion landed a trademark 170checkout to halt any hopes of a Henderson�ghtback before seeing the game out.Meanwhile, Durrant missed just twodarts at double in a ruthless 7-3 defeat of2018 Premier League runner-up Smith.The three-time BDO Champion de�ed aten-point de�cit in the averages to lead 3-2 and, after Smith missed crucially missedtwo darts at double in leg seven,
Durrant extended his lead to threelegs at 5-2.

From there, Durrant never lookedback, clinically seeing out the matchto taste victory in his �rst outing as afull-time Premier League player.
The �nal game of the night sawGerwyn Price recover from 6-4 downto salvage a 6-6 draw with Rob Cross.After taking out 124 to open up a4-2 lead, Price was pegged back asCross won four legs in succession tosecure a point.

A 130 checkout from world
number three Price sparked the
Welshman back into life and he
backed it up with a 13-dart leg to
take a share of the spoils.

> RESULTS
Night One: Glen Durrant 7, MichaelSmith 3; Gary Anderson 7, Daryl
Gurney 5; Michael van Gerwen 7,
Peter Wright 5; Nathan Aspinall 7,John Henderson 3; Gerwyn Price 6,Rob Cross 6.
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A perfect start for Premier League newcomers Nathan Aspinall and Glen Durrant.
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the visitors ahead. A lengthy third legcould have gone either way, but Pattenkept her composure to take it and thenkicked on with a dominant fourth leg tosnare the point. 
Carly Townsend (17.56) soon wenttwo in front. She couldn’t break for thewhitewash but ended the contest with agrandstand  nish, cracking home a 104for the win. Debs Watling (17.39)returned to winning ways, a composedperformance y ielding its reward in legfour. Michelle Fleming (16.43) startedon the right foot, taking the opener butcouldn’t keep the momentum going asshe lost three on the spin.

Danny Faulkner (24.87) was  rst totoe the oche for the Men’s ‘B’. It lookedas if he would end on the wrong end ofthe decision, as he lost three of theopening four legs. Faulkner doesn’t giveup without a  ght, however, and thanksto some  improved scoring took the  fthand sixth without allowing his opponenta chance at the winning double. He thenheld in the last for the point.
Jamie Green (17.81) never recoveredafter a sluggish opening leg. He did  rein London’s  rst maximum of the sessionin leg three, but had little else to shoutabout as he went down in straight legs.Danny Brown (23.08) sped into a 3-0lead, showing a clinical compo sure onthe doubles that his opponent waslacking. Despite losing the fourth, hesoon regained the initiative and took thepoint in the  fth with real authority.John Hind (25.21) kept up his goodform with a battling win in seven. Afterlosing the opening two legs, he roaredback with a three-leg burst of his own.He couldn’t hold throw in leg six to closeit out, but a  ne start in the deciderfollowed by surviving match darts sawhim cross the  nishing line in front.Matt Winzar (22.79) led o� with threeperfect darts as he eased into a 2-1 lead.A break of throw in leg  ve was criticaland culminated with a third leg on thebounce against him to end it in thesixth. Matt Edes (21.60) banged in an 86check in leg three, the  rst of fourconsecutive legs won against the throw.The pattern was reversed in the  last asEdes succumbed without having a shotat the double. 

Matt Wood (22.65) took the seventhgame, some assured  nishing seeinghim claim the win in the sixth leg, whichwas rounded out by a nice 52.  JohnMcDermott (23.47) is still searching forhis maiden win, and on this occasion hewas defeated in the sixth leg. Chris Holt(20.73) looked all set to put anotherpoint in the London win column as helda 3-1 advantage. His scoring eased anddespite a good start in the  nale onthrow, the scores eluded him and theCambridgeshire comeback was
complete.

Wayne Brown (22.16) couldn’tprevent a third win on the trot for thehosts. He was soon three behind, butstaged a recovery by winning the fourthand  fth. He wasn’t able to sustain themomentum and force a seventh leg.Gene Hill (29.68) took the match awardfor a second straight game. He  redhome a 110  nish in the opening legand broke for a 2-0 lead. He was pulledback to all square after four, but hisscoring really kicked in and he sealed thedeal in the sixth leg with a great 14-darter.
The hosts took the  nal point on dayone for a 7-5 sectional win. After lookingdead and buried at 3-0 down, DeanCoughlan (24.37) showed real tenacityto hit back with three  legs of his own toforce the one-leg decider. He couldn’tkeep the momentum going againstthrow and didn’t get a chance for thewinning double.

Day two began with the sides lockedat nine apiece.  The Ladies’ ‘A’ foughthard to share the sectional spoils. StephStutley (19.63) scored well in theopening two legs which were shared,but couldn’t  nd the doubles from thatpoint on. Lindsey Ashton (22.10) tookt he match award with a ruthless display.Ashton put herself in pole position withsome heavy scoring and her e�ciencyon the trebles was matched when itcame to hitting the doubles. Thewhitewash was duly completed with a77  nish.
Tammy Mackenzie (14.35) overcamethe loss of a laboured  rst leg, taking thenext two in much better fashion. Thefourth went with throw, as did the  fthto edge the visitors back in front.

Another game to go the distance wasthe fourth match of the morningsession. Shaz Deboo Costello (16.64) lostthe opening two legs, but a brilliant 80in the third was followed by a hold in anedgy fourth leg. She was always chasingin the last before eventually losing out.Joanne Deamer (20.02) banged in an80 checkout of her own for a 2-0 lead,before closing it out in the fourth. Thelast game w ent to the hosts. NikkiPatten (17.37) was in a close game buthad no answer to some good  nishing.So it was all still all to play for goinginto the  nal stanza. The Men’s ‘A’ tookthree of the opening four matches.Tommy Sanwell (27.48) quickly
established a 3-0 lead, and completedthe job in the  fth. The next game alsowent  ve legs, but his time London wereon the wrong end of the scoreline withWill B lackwell (28.29) losing out in ahigh scoring encounter.

Matt Crowley (27.26) took the  rstthree legs, and then missed darts for aclean sweep. Some  ne  nishing forcedhis opponent back into the contest andset up a tense  nale. Crowley held his

nerve, and the throw as he took out 60for the point.  Michael Power (22.77)gave London a two-point cushion, witha win in straight legs without beingpushed too hard. 
The  fth game saw the best leg of theweekend. Nick Cocks (26.49) followed onfrom holding the opener with a brilliant11-dart leg against the throw (180, 140,100, 81). There was an immediate breakback and legs four to six all went withthe man going  rst. Cocks had theadvantage at the death and a maximumset up what looked to be the matchwinning throw in his next visit. However,he could only wat ch on helplessly as hisopponent pulled out a 170  nish fromout of nowhere to grab an unlikelyvictory from the jaws of defeat. 

The loss temporarily rocked Londonwho lost the next two games. The sixthgame also went the distance.  GrahamRackstraw (25.87) held sway at 2-0 butfound himself all square after four. Hebroke in leg  ve but couldn’t close it outin the next, and Cambridgeshire againcame back from three two down to bagthe point with a hold in the last leg.Dan Day (26.61) was looking good at2-1 up, but lost three on the bounce asCambridgeshire took the overall lead.London then showed why they deserveto be in the promotion mix. Freddie Box(28.86) overcame the loss of the openeron throw to hold in the next. He thenassumed total control, regularly hittingthe big trebles and completing a fo ur legwin streak in style, only needing 44darts in the last three of those andending in style with a  ne 81 checkout.Pip Blackwell (26.03) roared intoaction, banging home a 111 in the  rstleg. The second went his way but he wasquickly pulled back to two apiece.Blackwell upped the scoring ante in the fth, and a 95  nish saw the matchwinning break in leg six.
Ben West (26.17) looked all set tosecure London a share of the spoils,taking three of the  rst four legs. Thistime it was the hosts who elevated thescoring rate and West was on the wrongend of a three-leg run to leave thematch in the balance and all tied upwith just two matches remaining. The tension was at fever pitch asLewis McGurn (28.86) stepped up for thepenultimate match. It didn’t start well,as opponent Dennis Harbour found hisrhy thm to take the  rst two legs. Withboth players  nding the trebles almostat will, McGurn then rattled o� three onthe bounce to go ahead. Harboursmacked in a 121 in the sixth to set up ahigh pressure decider. McGurn wasn’tfazed, though. The last leg was nip andtuck before McGurn rose to the occasionand took out 78 for a vital win whichensured London would get a draw atworst.

It was now down to Lee Cocks (26.79)to try and get the overall win. Afterestablishing a 2-0 lead, legs three andfour were traded. Cocks then took thematch winning point against the head inthe  fth, the 84  nish to close the matchout a  tting end to a great match playedout by two  ne teams.
London stay in third place thanks tothe bonus points, and are just two pointsbehind second-placed Cheshire.  Next upis a home  xture a gainst Sta�ordshireon February 29/March 1. They then faceWest Midlands away (March 28/29), andHumberside at home on April 25/26.London play their home games atPlumstead Common WMC, 71 KirkhamStreet, Plumstead, London SE18 2JS.Entry for each home  xture is bywristband only, costing £4, which givesyou admission for both days, along witha match programme. The start time onboth days is 11am. Hot and c old foodwill be available all day with drinks atclub prices. All are welcome to come andsupport London’s  nest in what shouldbe a thrilling end to the season.

LONDON’S youth were defeated 12-3 athome to Sussex in their latest  xture.Their remaining games are: Essex away,February 23; Kent at home, March 15;Sussex away, April 5; Essex at home,May 3.

WITH four rounds to go, reigningchampions Welling ‘A’ are top of DivisionOne of the Men’s Super League on 77points. Woolwich Ferry will still harbourhopes of dethroning the title holders,but have  ve points to make up.Plumstead are third (70), followed byRomford ‘A’ (64), Wood Green (63),Bethnal Green (48) and Lewisham (47).Bermondsey prop up the division on 33points.
Woolwich head up Division Two with89 points, and only need 13 points fromtheir remai ning  xtures to take thecrown. Welling ‘B’ (73) aren’t giving upthe chase just yet. Romford ‘B’ come next(68). Following them are ChadwellHeath (65), Clapton (54), Greenwich (50)and Southwark (42). Vauxhall (32) looklike they will be holding the woodenspoon.

EDMONTON look set to retain their titlein the Ladies’ Super League. Their tally of81 points gives them a virtually
unassailable lead of 23 point s over TheNobodies, who occupy second spot.Wanderers (57) and Booshes (55) willensure a three-way tussle for therunners-up place. Ninjas (43) andClapton (25) are next, with Hustlers (16)the cellar dwellers.

PEARLY KING
(Supported by Darts GB)

LONDON started the New Year lookingto stay in contention for promotion tothe Premier Division. The �rst �xture ofthe decade saw them welcome leagueleaders Cheshire to the capital, as theysought to bounce back from a loss atDorset in their previous match.
The Ladies’ ‘B’ got London o� to theideal start with a 4-2 sectional win.Tammy Mackenzie (19.72) made surethe match award would be handed outin the o pening contest of the weekend’saction with a solid showing. Aftertrading the �rst two legs she dominatedthe third, and although the fourth couldhave gone either way she found theouter segment when it mattered to getthe hosts up and running.

Lynne Biondini (13.45) was soon twobehind. She avoided the clean sweepbut never got a chance in the fourth tosend it to a decider. Joanne Deamer(19.25) lost the  opening leg but fromthen on she found her form and
promptly rattled o� three straight legs,denying her opponent a dart at thedouble in any of them thanks to someheavy scoring.

Carly Townsend (19.34) was quicklytwo adrift, before a sustained burst onthe big trebles secured leg three. Shehad a chance to break in the fourth, butcouldn’t quite do so and the sides werelevel again.
London then ended the s ession withtwo important wins. Jane Biggs (17.88)seized the initiative from the o�, as sheraced into a two-leg lead with minimumfuss. The loss of leg three didn’t have anynegative e�ect and the fourth legproved to be a carbon copy of legs oneand two. The match winning doubleensured that Biggs kept her unbeatenrecord for the season.

The last match of the opening stanzawas the only one that went the fulldistance. The opening leg took somewinning, but Nikki Patten (14.68) soonput that behind her and cracked in alovely 80 �nish to take the lead in legthree. The fourth went with throw, andthe �fth did likewise which gave Londona two-point lead going into the secondsession.
The Men’s ‘B’ then took centre stageand produced a brilliant team

performance. John Hind (24.14) wasn’tat the oche for very lo ng at all. The �rsttwo legs were quickly in the bag, and asecond break of the match in the thirdwas capitalised on as Hind sealed thedeal one leg later.
Danny Brown (22.54) started well, butthen struggled in legs two and three toget a look in despite �ring in a

maximum in the second. He was able tosustain the scoring and an immediatebreak back in the fourth was the turningpoint. He held in leg �ve a nd brokeagain to �nish it o� in the sixth.

John McDermott (23.65) was donningthe famous black shirt for the �rst time.A 61 �nish was enough to take thesecond leg in 15 darts, but he lost thenext two to be on the brink of defeat. Hedug in well, breaking the throw in leg�ve before smacking home a great 74checkout to make it a one leg shootout.He didn’t have the throw, however, andthat was to prove de cisive.
The narrow loss was to be the onlyone in the �rst six games of the session,as London went on a three-gamewinning streak.

Matt Crowley (24.74) scored well, andwas clinical on the doubles as he tookthe point in minimum time. Anotherwhitewash soon followed, Matt Wood(24.74) matched the average of histeam-mate and was never in muchdanger. The win came in some style asWood banged in an impressive  110 toimmediately follow two scores of 100and above to saunter to the point.Chris Holt (24.29) had to work hard forhis win. He �ew out of the traps, startingwith a maximum on his �rst visit andending the leg just nine darts later witha sublime 100 takeout.  Only one of thenext four legs went Holt’s way and itseemed that the �ne opening would notyield its reward. He broke throw in thesixth and sur vived match darts in the�nale before �nding the outer ringwhen it mattered most.
A rare reverse on the day came in theseventh match. Shane Wilson (23.99)had no answer to some quality �nishing.He was on the receiving end of a 75, 148(to cap another 12-darter) and 61 inthree legs on the bounce, the latterclinching the point for the visitors.London then kicked on with the nextthree points all going to  the capital’s�nest. George Killington (24.69) tradedthe �rst two legs of an even encounter,but was more assured at the businessend as he completed the task at hand inleg �ve.

Gene Hill (26.03) claimed the matchaward on the back of some solid scoringon the big trebles. He was equallye�cient when it came to concludingeach leg and did so without the need togo beyond the minimum four legs. Matt Edes ( 23.06) �red home a nice75 �nish as the �rst three legs all wentagainst the head. The pattern continued,as Edes produced a 14-darter to leave itall square with three to play.  The �rsthold of the match saw him go one away,and he ended the match in grandfashion, knocking over 73 to break hisopponent for the third time.
Cheshire did get a third point in thepenultimate match. Wayne Brown(20.84) saw the  �rst �ve legs all go withthrow. The only break came in the sixthwhich garnered the point. Londonrounded o� the day with a win in seven

legs. Matt Winzar (23.63) was embroiledin a see-saw battle, but throw was his inthe last and he made full use of it to giveLondon a superb 9-3 win in the sectionand send them into day two with acommanding 13-5 advantage.
Sunday’s play began with honourseven in the L adies’ ‘A’. Steph Stutley(20.31) carried on the momentum fromthe previous day with a comfortable winin straight legs. Mandy Solomons(20.25) started brilliantly to take legone, and although losing the next three,on another day could easily have comeaway with the point in what was a veryeven contest.

Cheshire then took the lead on theday, Debs Watling (16.63) not quite ather best as she was seen o� i n minimumtime. Joanne Deamer (16.48) wasmaking her second appearance of theweekend. Holding throw wasn’t easy,neither player making use of being �rstto the oche as legs one through four allwent against the head. The �fth couldhave done so too, as the winning doublewas proving very elusive. With bothlooking at the “Madhouse”, it wasDeamer who struck the winning dart.The last two games of the sessio n alsowent the duration. Shaz Deboo Costello(17.30) looked to be in control as shebroke in leg three for the advantage. Shemissed match darts in the fourth andthat as to prove costly as more matchdarts went begging before Cheshireedged it.
Tammy Mackenzie (20.70) was alsotaking to the stage on consecutive days,in a game where the player going �rstwas in total command in each of the �velegs. Mackenz ie cracked in a quality 80�nish in leg three and her scoring gaveher the platform to square the sectionand take the match award in the processto round o� a memorable weekend.London went into the Men’s ‘A’ onlyneeding three points for the overall winand the vital three bonus points. Thisthey achieved, but Cheshire aren’tleaders of Division One for nothing andLondon were made to �ght all the way,wit h the �rst four games of the sessionall needing seven legs before a winnerwas found.

Tommy Sanwell (28.23) came backfrom a 3-1 de�cit, a 104 �nish sending itto the seventh. He never got a look in atthe death and the point went to thevisitors. Matt Crowley (23.97) also �redin a 104 �nish, on this occasion to bagthe opening leg. He lost the next twobefore responding in kind. He couldn’tbreak in leg s ix to get the win, but hemade full use of a slow start by hisopponent in the last to claim his secondpoint of the weekend.
Conan Whitehead (28.38) wasinvolved in a quality contest.  After being2-1 up, he had to hold in the sixth to

extend the match, but wasn’t able to getthe vital break. Freddie Box (28.04)raced into a 3-0 lead and looked well set.The winning leg was proving elusive,despite keeping up the barrage on thetrebles. Eventually he got his rewardwhen he held in the last.
Pip Blackwell (27.92) was another tosmack in a ton-plus checkout, a 12-darter in the second leg culminatingwith a brilliant 121. That was to provethe highlight, however, as he lost thenext three on the bounce.

The sixth game was another thatwent the distance. Lewis McGurn (26.54)served up yet another 12-dart leg as h etook out 81 to square the contest in legfour. Legs �ve and six went with throw,as did the all important seventh whichMcGurn took without being pressured togive London those three bonus points.Now it was a case of how many morepoints London could get to close the gapon their visitors at the top of the table.David Wawrzewski (24.93) was defeatedwithout getting a leg on the board. WillBlackwell (24. 44) was well in command,banging home an impressive 141 to go3-0 ahead. He couldn’t cross the winningline in the next and the �fth saw bothplayers miss leg darts before Blackwellnailed the double.
Graham Rackstraw (24.39) looked allset to add to the Londoners’ win tallywhen he took the fourth leg with a 76checkout to go one away. He waspegged back, though, and missed matchdarts to break for the win in the �nale.Michael Power (25.15) shrugged o� aslow start, signing o� with a 76 for a winin six. That was the last victory of theweekend for the hosts as Cheshireclaimed the last two points on o�erwithout dropping a leg. Jamie Green(22.49) was always chasing in his loss,and Nick Cocks (20.15) scored well buthad real di�culty in locating the outerring in his contest, as Cheshire took thesection 7- 5.

London ended up with a �ne 21-15win which keeps them bang in
contention for promotion to the top tier.

THE latest match in February saw thecounty make the trip to take on
Cambridgeshire, who are always hard tobeat in their own backyard.

The Ladies’ ‘B’ once again gaveLondon a good platform to work with, asthey came away with a 4-2 win to staytop of their section. Jane Biggs’ (12.84)unbeaten run sadly came to an end, witha loss in four legs, despite �ring in a 63�nish missed doubles in legs one andfour were to prove crucial.
London then assumed command withfour straight victories. Mandy Solomons(21.78) claimed the match award with aclassy display that was achieved inminimum time. Nikki Patten (15.89) put
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PDC Pro Tour card holder Damon Hetafrom Perth, Western Australia, defeatedBen Smith of Gwynedd 6-2 in the �nal ofthe Gwynedd Open to claim the £1,200top prize.
Heta recorded a 28.24 average whichhe achieved in winning legs of 14, 19,15, 21, 17 and 19 darts, including fourmaximums against Smith’s 26.90 inwinning legs of 22 and 15 darts.

He had earlier survived a semi-�nalscare when he had to �ght back from 3-0down for a 5-4 victory against reigningchampion Eirig Rowlands (Gwynedd).The new champion had to pull out allthe stops to survive as the Gwyneddthrower hit successive legs of 15, 13 and16 darts before the Australian repliedwith 15, 18 and 17-darters to draw level.Rowlands then took the seventh leg in18 darts and looked poised for a place inthe �nal once again, standing on 56 withhis opponent on 127. But the Aussiepulled o� a brilliant �nish for a 15-darter under pressure and took thematch to a deciding leg, which hecaptured in 19 darts with Eirig left on 20.Heta had a 29.67 average against 29.42for Rowlands.
The other semi-�nal saw Ben Smith(26.07) defeat Richard Protheroe

(Gwynedd) (24.85) 5-4.
Gaynor Williams (Gwynedd) won thefurthest lady prize by reaching the last32 where she was defeated 4-2 by DerekWilliams (Clwyd).

Quarter-�nal results: Ben Smith 4,Michael Roberts (Gwynedd) 0; RichardProtheroe 4, Arwyn Morris (Gwynedd) 3;Damon Heta 4, Mick Haynes (Cheshire) 3;Eirig Rowlands 4, Garrett Gray (ROI) 3.

NEWS FROM THE COUNTIES

GWYNEDD
TWO narrow defeats see Gwynedd stillstruggling in ninth position in DivisionTwo of the Inter-County Championship.Following a 19-17 home loss toWorcestershire in January, the NorthWales county travelled to Ipswich for theFebruary �xture and ended up on thewrong side of a 20-16 scoreline againstfellow strugglers Su�olk.
That Su�olk defeat saw both men’smatches ending in draws with the EastAnglian hosts claiming both ladies’matches with 4-2 victories in eachencounter.

Gwynedd’s Richard Protheroe hit thematch’s top average of 27.83 in theMen’s ’A’ to claim the £100 award withthe Welsh side’s other �ve wins comingthrough the e�orts of Llion Thomas(22.27), Noel Coward (26.18), JohnDowns (25.69), Eirig Rowlands (27.79)and James Dorenbos (24.81).
The Men’s ‘B’ drawn encounter saw

Llion Thomas score Gwynedd’s highestaverage with a 25.82 hit. Supportingwins for the team in the share of thespoils came via Carwyn Williams (24.23),Stuart Butler (21.64), George Whitehead(25.52), Charles Stimpson (19.25) andGwyn ap Tomos (19.98).
Gaynor Williams (21.78), Jac Leggatt(18.53), Emily Mitchell (15.76) and JackyBlanks (17.71) were the visiting side’sfour successful throwers in the Ladies’‘A’ and Ladies’ ‘B’ defeats.

DESPITE a determined performance bythe Men’s ‘A’ team in the match againstWorcestershire, they narrowly failed tomake up the ground that the visitors hadgained in the opening three encountersof  the weekend at the Wellmans Club,Llangefni.
Going into the �nal section, Gwyneddfound themselves trailing 15-9 after 4-2defeats for both ladies’ sides and theMen’s ‘B’ losing 7-5. However, the Men’s‘A’ made a �ght of it. pulling the scoreback overall to 18-17 going into the �nalset, Worcestershire clinched the threebonus points in the end.

Don Robertson, with a 23.90 average,got the Men’s ‘A’ o� to a winning start,followed by victories for Noel Coward(23.51) and John Downs (23.70) to movethem 3-0 in front, before the WestMidlands side won two of the next threesets, the Gwynedd winner being AndrewHayes (22.69).
Eirig Rowlands started the second halfhitting the top average of 29.51 toincrease the host’s lead in the match to5-2 before Worcestershire captured theeigth set to narrow their de�cit.

However, Gwynedd kept on �ghtingwinning the next three sets throughPeter Ward (24.45), Deian Roberts(22.64) and Kelvin Ducklin (22.42) totake the match to the �nal game.Unfortunately, it was not to be.
Earlier in the day the Ladies’ ‘A’ lost4-2 in a high scoring encounter, the twowins gained by Jac Leggett (21.30) andMichelle Williams (17.82) in a

determined performance by both girlsSaturday was a disappointing day forthe home side with a well below parperformance by both teams.
The Men’s ‘B’ only picked up �vepoints, thanks to Eryl Evans (26.05), AlexSainsbury (25.66), Noel Coward (22.38),Stuart Butler (23.86) and Lee Riches(24.85), with the the Ladies’ ‘B’ team’stwo points being won by Cerian Prysor(18.11) and Jacky Blanks (13.43).

CLWYD
THE Ladies’ ‘B’ got o� to a ¢ying startwith a great 5-1 lead against
Montgomery & Radnor, setting Clwyd upfor a great weekend of darts .

Del Stapley kicked o� with a 3-1 win

(12.20) swiftly followed by wins formatch award winner Mary Williams(16.16), Helen Graham (14.45), JoanneToye (12.40) and Sammy Bagby (14.41)in a special day for mother and daughterplaying in the same team, Helen andJess Graham. 
Craig Billingsly, returning to thecounty fold, opened up the Men’s ‘B’match with a 3-0 win (24.24) to earnhimself the match award. Wins thenfollowed for Karl Davies, with two 100-plus �nishes (22.89), Jamie Holmes(23.53), Simon Roberts (22.49), SteveEllson (20.78) and stalwart Dave Harrold(3-0, 22.43) to earn the team a 6-6 draw.There were a few very close games forthe home side, hitting 26-plus averagesbut coming up against quality

Montgomery & Radnor players.
The Ladies’ ‘A’ were quick out of the

traps racing into a 4-0 lead with wins forNat Davey (15.23), Rachel Kingdon(16.16),  match award winner IzzyThomas (16.70) and Bethan Jones(14.38). The last two didn't go Clwyd’sway but again quality darts and
averages from Jacqueline Brighton andBecky Jones, with averages of 16.86 and19.00, respectively. 

So, Clwyd leading 15-9 heading intothe Men’s ‘A’ match. There were threenip and tuck games to open with allgoing 4-3 to Montgomery and Radnor.Wins then folowed for the hosts throughPhil Jones (24.92) and Paul Hughes(26.21) in a high quality match, leavingClwyd needing a couple of wins in thelast �ve to ensure the overall victory.They needn’t have worried as Clwydtook all �ve games with match awardwinner Michael Warburton  (4-0, 27.45),

Gwynedd Open winner Damon Heta, and (below) runner-up Ben Smith.

OUR �rst game of 2020 saw
Cambridgeshire visit the county in a

match where we needed the points to

avoid relegation. Facing a strong team

we knew we had a di�cult game on our

hands.
The weekend started well with the

Ladies’ ’B’ winning 4-2. Elaine

Chapman lost in straight legs with a

13.30 average. Sussex fought back

immediately with Teresa O’Riordan

levelling with a 3-0 win and a 12.63

average. Jules Saldanha followed with

another 3-0 win (14.18).
Claire King made it 3-1 to the home

team with a superb performance in a

�ve-leg thriller, �nally winning with a

16.29 average. Bridget Guilford lost out

3-1. Ellie Williams, making her debut for

the county, won and took the match

award with a 16.31 average and a 3-1

victory. A great start to the young ladies’

county career.
The team hit nine tons and one ton-

plus against Cambridgeshire’s 11 tons

and one ton-plus.
The Men’s ‘B’ took to the stage with

Adrian Lin�eld ending with an

impressive 25.40 average after a seven-

legger including a 104 checkout. Darren

Chapman started well wining the �rst

and third leg but lost out 4-2 (24.34).

Harry Jackson returned to the team but

couldn’t keep up with the high scoring,

ending with a 22.75 average. Tim Pierce’s

match went with the throw, Tim taking

the deciding leg for a 4-3 win (25.02).

Tavis Dudeney took out 113 in the

third leg and went on to win 4-2 (20.29).

Matt Patterson brought into play his �rst

game of the season so another seven-leg

set, winning the deciding leg and ending

on a 20.66 average. Dean Leaver hit a

23.39 average in a 4-2 defeat before

match award winner Craig Stoner took

out 120 to win in straight legs (26.03).

With the score set at 5-3 to Sussex,

only one more set was needed to secure

the draw, but it wasn’t to be. The

Icelandic warrior Aegir Bjornsson lost out

4 -2 (24.98), Nathan Warren went down

4-1 (19.59), Graham “Bomber” Harris

also lost 4-1 (20.80), and James Jackson

(21.69) lost in a deciding leg, the match

ending 7-4 to the visitors.
The team hit 94 tons, 29 ton-plus

scores and one maximum against 79

tons, 28 ton-plus scores and �ve

maximums from Cambridgeshire

At the start of Sunday and the overall

score level at 9-9, the  Ladies’ ‘A’ team

needed to dig deep to secure a much

needed win. Denise Peake started well

with a match award winning 3-2 victory

(18.62). Captain Lisa Withers put

another game winning performance in

with a 3-1 win (16.91).
The luck then ran out as Hayley

Phillips lost 3-0 but did hit a maximum

in the third leg (12.37). Ashleigh Turner

lost for the �rst time in the ‘A’ team,

going down 3-1 (13.08). Disney Dunbar

pushed it all the way but lost out in the

�fth leg with a 17.03average, and Kelly

Ryan started superbly with a 177 but

only took one leg (17.60), the match

ending in a 4-2 defeat.
The team hit 19 tons, four ton-plus

scores and one maximum against

Cambridgeshire’s 11 tons, three ton-plus

scores and one maximum.
The Men’s ‘A’ took the stage 13-11

down. Tony Ayres managed three

doubles but lost the �nal leg (23.43).

Pub darts it certainly wasn’t as the big

man, Jim Withers, won in straight legs

with an impressive 27.08 average,

hitting a 177 on the way. Tim Pierce

stepped up after his win in the ‘B’ team

but didn’t manage to match the previous

day’s scoring, losing 4-0 (22.35).

Andy Macintosh took out 112 in the

�rst leg but lost 4-2 (25.01). Paul

“Shaggy” Robinson didn’t scooby dooby

do a win, losing out in a seven-leg

decider (24.08). Skipper Paul Eves faced

three-time World Champion Martin

Adams and the champ won through in

straight legs, Paul ending with a 24.32

average.
Connor Levett took consecutive match

awards with a 27.45 average in a

straight legs win and a 153 checkout in

the fourth leg. Jason Yates only managed

to take two legs in the eighth set, ending

on a 25.66 average. It seemed that Mick

Rodgers had more darts on the ¢oor

than in the board but still managed to

win 4-1 (21.27). Lee Jennings won the

�rst and third legs but lost 4-2 (22.56).

The returning Rod Hawkins won with

a 25.50 average, taking out tops to win

4-2. Lee Gladman, making a long

awaited return to the county stage, hit

two maximums but lost out 4-0 with a

23.24 average. the team losing 8-4.

The Men’s ‘A’ hit 64 tons, 31 ton-plus

scores and three maximums, with

Cambridgeshire taking 62 tons, 27 ton-

plus scores and four maximums.

Final score for the weekend �nished

21-15 against Sussex. A disappointing

result over yet another entertaining

weekend. Sussex are now bottom of the

table and need some great results in the

last four games of the season to avoid

relegation to Divison Two. A big thank

you to the top table once again and the

callers, especially Mr Steve Gurney. 

AT the end of January Sussex youth team

travelled to London for our �rst game of

2020.
Bradley Williams got the Under 18s

underway and o£ to a perfect start

winning 3-0 (14.89). Ollie Carter kept

the good start going by winning 3-1

(12.09). Emma, who has been

impressive this season, only losing once

away to Kent, made no mistake this time

winning 3-0 (15.49). Adam Pranskus,

after a great debut season last season,

has struggled to �nd his �rst win. It

�nally arrived not only in the form of a

3-0 victory but also with a match award

winning 17.48 average.
Making his debut was Callum Cross

who stormed into a 2-0 lead but

unfortunately couldn’t get over the line,

going down 3-2 (11.27). Nathern

Worsell, who impressed in defeat to

Kent, this time got the job done winning

3-0 (12.22). Nathan Green stepped up

and put in a good �ght but sadly lost 3-2

(16.00).
So, with the Under 18s back to

winning ways after two defeats it was

up to the Ladies to keep the run going.

P.J. Langridge who got them of to a good

start, winning 3-2 (9.29). Ashleigh

Turner kept her 100 per cent record for

the season winning 3-2 and taking the

match award (13.85). Bethany Eggleden

was hoping to follow on from her last 2

wins but came up against an inform Ellie

Larsson-Brown and went down 3-0 with

a 13-26.
With the �rst two sections in the bag

and only one more win needed for the

overall victory, the pressure was on the

Under 21s to step up. Jonah Patton did

the job and won 3-0 (17.08). Dan Green

kept it going, also winning 3-0 (20.59).

Tavis Dudeney, playing his third game for

the Under 21s, didn’t disappoint,

winning 3-0 (21.78).
Freddie Jackson didn’t want to feel left

out, winning his game 3-0 (24.24).

Reece Pauling capped a perfect

performance with a 3-0 win and the

match award with a 25.05 average. 

A great 12-3 win sees us looking

forward to hosting Kent in our next

�xture.

CONGRATULATIONS to Tavis Dudeney

on his England call-up for the

forthcoming Home Internationals and

also on retaining his Eastbourne Open

Youth Singles title.

DAVE DUDENEY

Tavis Dudeney with his Eastbourne Open Youth Singles trophy.

BELOW: Youth team match award winners against London. Reece Pauling

(Under 21s), and Ashleigh Turner (Ladies).
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OCHE ICONS

First and foremost I would like to wish 
you all and your families the very 
best In these somewhat strange 
times, which has hit the world and 
completely changed all of our way 
of life.

A very warm welcome to my column, which will 
be a look at the darts scene from my travels 
around the globe as well as darts home here.

Obviously, with the coronavirus a� ecting darts 
tournaments (as well as all other sports and 
events) all over the world, for the past fi ve 
months, the PDC came up with the Home 
Tour Tournament for the pros to keep us all 
entertained and busy during lockdown. 

Jason Thame’s Modus company also ran Icons 
of darts tournaments each day, which has been 
tremendous for all darts enthusiasts and fans, 
still wanting their dart fi x while sat in doors 
unable to go out. 

So with little darts action I personally have 
not been involved in, I have been busy at 
home, probably like all of us, doing all 
the jobs that we don’t normally do, and 
some. Until that was announced the 
World Matchplay will be played behind 
closed doors at the Marshalls Arena, 
Milton Keynes on July 18th live on Sky.

The PDC Pro Tour saw 5 days of 
action at MK with the Summer 
Series, just a week or so prior 
to the WM, which saw MVG 
winning 2 days of the event, 
a maiden win for Ryan Joyce 
and wins for James Wade 
and World Champ Peter 
Wright.

Eagerly awaiting the 
18th July, I arrived at the Hilton Hotel at Milton 
Keynes on the Friday (17th) at 4pm and got 
tested for Covid 19 and then taken to my room 
where I was then isolated until the test results 
the following day. 

At 1.30pm on Sat, a negative result returned, 
as was the case with all o�  cials and players. 
Ready and excited for the evening action, I had 
two matches to call, Ratajski v Wattimena and 
Anderson v Pipe.

Back to work again, considering the last time 
I called a match was the beginning of March, 
I even after 24 years of calling, had a touch of 
nerves running through me. It was very strange 
to stand on the stage, everything as normal, 
except….there was no crowd. 

Despite the crowd noise piped through the 
arena, it still had an eerie atmosphere, which in 
a strange way, calling a 180 without the build 
up gasp of the audience, to the inevitable roar 
as the last dart goes in the treble 20, or the 
singing of “atand up if you love the darts” and 
all the other chants, you felt as if you was very 
much on your own there.

After the fi rst day of play,  I got used to the 
atmosphere, felt a lot more relaxed and it was 
business as usual. A fantastic tournament, 
which had everything bar a nine-darter and a 
marvellous win for the former two time youth 
World Champ, Dimitri Van den Bergh on his fi rst 
major. I’m sure that won’t be the youngster’s 

last.

This year my travels have been 
cancelled, I should have been in 
Asia for the Asian Tour and Pro 
Tour events in Oz as well as the 
Oceanic Masters which I have 
called for the last 10 years. The 

European Tour hopefully will 
be up and running as well 

as the aforementioned 
trips very soon..

I hope next time I 
will have some better 
news for us all, that, 
we are back to some 
form of normality, 
that the darts is back 
In full fl ow, I’m back 

on the road with my 
darting friends here and around the world 
keeping us all up to date with my adventures, 
but most of all, we re all keeping safe and well.

On a personal note, I would like to wish Dave 
Clark all the very best for the future, lovely guy 
and has been a cracking presenter of our sport 
for many years.

Russ Bray is a global PDC referee. The Voice 
of Darts.

Russ Bray Simon Whitlock thanked 
his French Bulldog 
Blue for giving 

him back his bite for 
the big time.

The Wizard of Oz 
had an excellent 
run at the Betfred 
World Matchplay 
defeating both 
Ryan Joyce and 
Michael van Gerwen 
at the Marshall Arena in 
Milton Keynes.

Whitlock eventually lost out to Gary 
Anderson in the last eight but admitted that 
his hound had given him the hunger again.

He admitted: “My little dog Blue is amazing. 
He’s the one who has helped me get fi t 
again walking him twice a day.

“I absolutely love it, it’s brilliant. I’ve got 
to thank my dog for getting my back. He’s 
helped without a doubt. He’s like an extra 
child I’ve got.

“I’ve worked hard, I’ve had a nice little break 
where I got myself a bit fi tter. I’ve come 
back better than ever.

“My averages in the Summer Series were 
100 plus. It’s hard losing matches like that. 

“I think this break has done me the world 
of good. We’ve all got a bit healthier during 
the months o� . A lot of us are looking a bit 
smarter than before.

“I’ve cut my own hair for the last 30 years 
so I didn’t need to worry about that. It 
didn’t make any di� erence to me. I’ve run 
out of hair dye though!”

Whitlock, a World Championship runner-
up in 2010, is adamant he can now force 
himself back into the oche elite.

He added: “It’s a little bit odd but I just 
pretended I was at Blackpool. I’ve had some 
great results in Blackpool, I love playing 
there. I used the music and background 
crowd sound and just roll with it.

“I love playing this game. I’m so hungry to 
get back. I know I can be top eight easy. 
But I’ve just got to apply myself and be 
positive about everything. I’ve dreamt 
about winning another big title.

“This is probably the third or fourth time 
coming. You’ve got to work hard at this 
game, nothing comes easy.

“There’s so many games you lose when you 
should have won. I never get lucky usually. 
I just love playing darts and my life, it’s so 
enjoyable.

“Without the crowds it sort of gives us 
outsiders a chance. Because the crowd 
usually get on their favourites and they 
make a massive infl uence on the match. No 
one had an infl uence on that game, I just 
played and won fair and square. I can win 
any game like that.

“Some players love the crowd and the 
crowd can work for them. I’m an Australian 
so I don’t often get the crowd behind me. 
I’m always playing English or Dutch. This 
can work for me.”

So with little darts action I personally have 
not been involved in, I have been busy at 
home, probably like all of us, doing all 
the jobs that we don’t normally do, and 
some. Until that was announced the 
World Matchplay will be played behind 
closed doors at the Marshalls Arena, 
Milton Keynes on July 18th live on Sky.

The PDC Pro Tour saw 5 days of 
action at MK with the Summer 
Series, just a week or so prior 

last.

This year my travels have been This year my travels have been 
cancelled, I should have been in cancelled, I should have been in 
Asia for the Asian Tour and Pro Asia for the Asian Tour and Pro 
Tour events in Oz as well as the 
Oceanic Masters which I have 
called for the last 10 years. The 

European Tour hopefully will 
be up and running as well 

WIZARD IS BACK
OUT OF THE BLUE

PLUCKING 
LEGEND...Bray 

relaxes in Milton 
Keynes hotel 
room with his 

guitar.

PREMIER DIVISION
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 YORKSHIRE 6 47 22 52 25 164 164

2 LANCASHIRE 6 36 19 44 20 132 74

3 WARWICKSHIRE 6 54 18 30 15 129 26

4 GLAMORGAN 6 36 19 38 17 119 43

5 DEVON 6 30 21 37 20 117 -9

6 HAMPSHIRE 6 29 20 30 20 108 -61

7 ESSEX 6 34 14 37 16 108 -34

8 LINCOLNSHIRE 6 30 17 34 20 107 -36

9 CORNWALL 6 29 21 33 14 100 -38

10 NORTHANTS 6 35 9 25 13 85 -129

DIVISION ONE
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 WEST MIDLANDS 6 40 22 43 19 139 72

2 CHESHIRE 6 37 23 37 19 128 36

3 LONDON 6 38 19 33 23 126 20

4 DORSET 6 44 23 31 18 126 43

5 STAFFORDSHIRE 6 35 16 48 11 122 -4

6 CAMBRIDGESHIRE 6 39 18 39 11 116 -4

7 HUMBERSIDE 6 37 12 37 22 115 20

8 OXFORDSHIRE 6 35 17 28 22 109 -26

9 HERTFORDSHIRE 6 25 20 29 20 97 -89

10 SUSSEX 6 30 10 35 15 90 -68

DIVISION TWO
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 KENT 6 44 15 43 17 137 55

2 BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 6 30 26 35 24 125 21

3 GWENT 6 42 16 38 17 123 39

4 SOMERSET 6 27 22 41 23 123 -20

5 BERKSHIRE 6 44 18 34 15 119 39

6 WORCESTERSHIRE 6 31 23 40 13 116 4

7 SUFFOLK 6 33 16 38 19 113 1

8 SURREY 6 45 16 30 14 112 8

9 GWYNEDD 6 37 14 29 17 100 -62

10 NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 6 27 14 32 21 96 -85

DIVISION THREE
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 CLWYD 6 48 20 38 22 140 118

2 MERSEYSIDE 6 45 15 39 25 139 77

3 CLEVELAND 6 31 28 49 18 138 75

4 NORFOLK 6 43 16 34 24 129 45

5 DERBYSHIRE 6 31 20 39 19 121 3

6 COUNTY DURHAM 6 29 19 39 16 108 -31

7 MIDDLESEX 6 31 20 34 14 106 -57

8 CUMBRIA 6 34 14 31 18 98 -46

9 WILTSHIRE 6 30 16 31 14 96 -78

10 MONT & RADNOR 6 38 12 26 10 86 -106

DIVISION FOUR
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 LEICESTERSHIRE 6 43 12 50 23 144 99

2 BEDFORDSHIRE 6 44 24 37 20 141 91

3 NORTHUMBERLAND 6 34 19 37 23 122 29

4 BRECONSHIRE 6 32 21 35 19 114 8

5 GLOUCESTERSHIRE 6 34 20 34 18 113 -5

6 WEST OF ENGLAND 5 36 13 36 16 110 56

7 SHROPSHIRE 6 38 14 35 14 107 -37

8 PEMBROKESHIRE 6 34 23 28 15 106 -32

9 TYNE & WEAR 5 30 13 36 16 104 3

10 ISLE OF WIGHT 6 23 15 20 10 68 -212

SCOTLAND NORTH
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 GRAMPIAN 5 40 20 24 13 132 151

2 FIFE 5 40 15 18 9 107 86

3 ANGUS 5 31 16 20 9 99 51

4 EAST STIRLINGSHIRE 5 33 15 15 7 88 4

5 HIGHLAND 5 24 16 15 12 87 -27

6 PERTHSHIRE 5 22 15 8 16 78 -69

7 CENTRAL 5 28 11 11 4 65 -93

8 TAY VALLEY 5 22 12 9 10 64 -103

SCOTLAND SOUTH
P MA LA MB LB POINTS +/-

1 GREATER GLASGOW 5 36 19 16 12 112 67

2 BORDERS 4 28 15 17 10 92 62

3 LOTHIAN 5 30 15 17 7 88 9

4 AYRSHIRE 4 28 12 8 13 79 16

5 LANARKSHIRE 4 30 8 11 8 71 14

6 RENFREWSHIRE 4 14 14 12 7 61 -46

7 CLACKMANNANSHIRE 4 14 7 9 3 37 -122

TABLES

RESULTS (FEBRUARY 8/9)

PREMIER DIVISION
DEVON 22, CORNWALL 17; ESSEX 16, WARWICKSHIRE 23; LANCASHIRE 25,

HAMPSHIRE 14; LINCOLNSHIRE 28, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 11; YORKSHIRE 25,

GLAMORGAN 14.

DIVISION ONE
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 17, LONDON 22; DORSET 23, CHESHIRE 14; HUMBERSIDE 26,

HERTFORDSHIRE 13; STAFFORDSHIRE 25, SUSSEX 14; WEST MIDLANDS 26,

OXFORDSHIRE 13.

DIVISION TWO
BERKSHIRE 22, GWENT 17; BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 25, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 14;

SUFFOLK 23, GWYNEDD 16; SURREY 22, SOMERSET 17; WORCESTERSHIRE 17,

KENT 22.

DIVISION THREE
COUNTY DURHAM 23, CLWYD 16; CUMBRIA 15, DERBYSHIRE 24; MIDDLESEX 22,

MERSEYSIDE 17; MONTGOMERY & RADNOR 13, CLEVELAND 26; WILTSHIRE 12,

NORFOLK 27.

DIVISION FOUR
BEDFORDSHIRE 28, TYNE & WEAR 11; GLOUCESTERSHIRE 23, NORTHUMBERLAND

16; LEICESTERSHIRE 24, SHROPSHIRE 15; PEMBROKESHIRE 27, ISLE OF WIGHT 12;

WEST OF ENGLAND 25, BRECONSHIRE 14.

SCOTLAND NORTH
ANGUS 22, TAY VALLEY 14; CENTRAL 17, EAST STIRLINGSHIRE 19; FIFE 17,

GRAMPIAN 19; HIGHLAND 23, PERTSHIRE 13.

SCOTLAND SOUTH
BORDERS 21, LOTHIAN 15; GREATER GLASGOW 23, LANARKSHIRE 16;

RENFREWSHIRE 16, AYRSHIRE 20.
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MICHAEL VAN GERWEN followed a

sensational nine-dart �nish with a third

Ladbrokes UK Open title in a glorious

Sunday at the Butlin's Minehead Resort as

he defeated Gerwyn Price 11-9 in the �nal.

Van Gerwen had endured three months

without a tournament win since claiming

November's Players’ Championship Finals

title in Minehead with a comeback defeat

of Price.
He had also landed a nine-darter during

that event, and repeated the feat with a

perfect leg during his 11-3 semi-�nal romp

against Daryl Gurney.
Van Gerwen had earlier averaged almost

111 in his quarter-�nal defeat of Rob Cross,

and came from 5-1 down against Price in

the �nal to scoop th title and complete a

UK Open hat-trick.
“It's an incredible win and it means a lot

to me to win this tournament,” said Van

Gerwen. “I've had a phenomenal

tournament and the pressure was on me.

“It was a hard day for me, I had to play

three Premier League players and it was

not easy but I played really good darts and

didn't do a lot wrong.
“The nine-darter was fantastic but with

the way I was playing it was just a matter

of time. That's just one leg though and I

had to keep my focus.
“Gerwyn had his chances in the �nal but

I took good advantage and I never missed a

chance. That was important, so I only can

be happy with this.”
Van Gerwen opened the �nal with a 180

as a 13-darter gave him the lead, only for

Price to clinically storm into a 5-1 lead,

with his accuracy on tops including

checkouts of 105 and 97 as he moved clear.

Van Gerwen punished missed doubles

from the Welshman in three of the next

four legs as he pulled back to 6-4, and after

a 13-darter from Price the world number

one capitalised on four further misses to

reduce the gap to 7-6.
A tense 14th leg saw another four

misses allow Van Gerwen a let-o� as the

Dutchman levelled on double two, and

when a further two darts at double went

astray from the Welshman, he saw his rival

edge 8-7 up.
Checkouts of 136 and 97 moved Van

Gerwen to the brink of victory at 10-7, and

though Price replied with �nishes of 94

and 80 the Welshman was unable to keep

his hopes alive as a missed bull allowed his

rival to take out 66 for glory.

Van Gerwen had gone through the �rst

two months of the year without a

tournament win for the �rst time in nine

years, with a change of darts leading to

mounting discussion over the world

number one's form.
“This was a really important win for me,”

added Van Gerwen. “It's nothing to do with

my darts and everyone knows that.

“If I play my game, no-one will beat me

and I showed that today, but I need to do

that more regularly. I can say whatever I

want, but you have to show it on the

dartboard.
“In this tournament I showed I was the

best – my strength is keeping players

under pressure leg after leg, and I did that

today.
“Of course you put extra pressure on

yourself. I played four Premier League

players in the tournament and I didn't have

the easiest draw, but to do this well and

win this title means a lot to me.

“It feels good and I want to win more.”

The defeat for Price saw him lose out in

the UK Open �nal for a second time in four

years, following his 2017 reverse to Peter

Wright, as he missed out on a third

televised title.
However, the Dutchman's superb

displays in defeating Dimitri Van den Bergh

and Jonny Clayton with averages above

102 showed his status as a leading

challenger for the sport's top honours.

“Sometimes you win and sometimes

you lose, but I'll move onto the next one,”

said Price. “I think Michael would agree

that I probably lost that game.

“I bombed numerous opportunities –

my scoring game was there but in three or

four legs I bombed doubles. I could have

been 9-6 up, but that's the way darts goes.

“If I hit my doubles, I think possibly I am

the best player in the world – but at the

moment Michael's there.”
Gurney secured his spot in a second UK

Open semi-�nal with a narrow 10-9 win

over Jelle Klaasen in a dramatic last eight

contest, with the Dutchman leading 6-4

before losing out in the deciding leg.

Clayton also won through a tight

quarter-�nal, surviving eight missed

match darts from Jamie Hughes in their

contest, despite the Tipton thrower coming

back from 5-1 down to take the game all

the way.
Hughes was appearing in his �rst

quarter-�nal at a PDC televised event,

while Klaasen had reached the last eight

for the �rst time in a televised event for

over three years in an encouraging return

to form.
The 2019 UK Open �nalist Cross and

Belgium's Van den Bergh completed the

quarter-�nal line-up, with the latter

having enjoyed his best run in the

tournament as he reached the last eight.

> RESULTS
Final: Michael van Gerwen 11, Gerwyn

Price 9.
Semi-�nals: Gerwyn Price 11, Jonny

Clayton 4; Michael van Gerwen 11, Daryl

Gurney 3.



SOUVENIR EDITION
– 32 –

SOUVENIR EDITION
– 33 –

AT the end of February Kent welcomed

Buckinghamshire to the Six in One Club,

Tonbridge, for the seventh match of the

season.  With Kent top of the table, 12

points ahead of our opponents, it was

certainly a top of the table clash.

Unfortunately the weekend started

badly as the Ladies’ ‘B’ lost 5-1. Both

Melissa Stacey and Kelly Westlake went

down 3-1, but Suzanne Campfield was

on fire as she confidently won 3-0 and

claimed the match award with a 20.59

average.  Ida Heravi, on her debut, lost 3-

2. Rebecca Garrett took a 2-0 lead only to

end up losing 3-2, and Julie Handley was

defeated 3-0.
The Men’s ‘B’, however, fought back

brilliantly.  David Saint narrowly lost 3-2,

his first defeat this season. Michael

Artiss, recalled to the squad after

breaking his hand, won 3-2, and Mark

Walker also won by the same scoreline,

as did Peter Davies and John Dyke.

Richard Mortley, back from holiday,

won 3-0, likewise Sam Fuller who also

took the match award with a 27.33

average. David Heath lost 3-1, but Trevor

Thompson and Phill Gibson both won 3-

0. Carl Booker went down 3-2, but Mark

Legg won 3-0 to give the team a 7-5

win.
The Ladies’ ‘A’ also struggled, only

winning one match. Emma Martin

narrowly lost 3-2, and Lisa Dunford and

Stacey Dawkins were both defeated 3-0.

Emma Dunford lost 3-1, but Helen Ward

battled her way to a 3-2 win and took

the match award with a 16.01 average.

Su Holt lost 3-0.
The Men’s’ A’ were involved in some

brilliant matches. Keith Montgomery in a

seven-leg thriller lost 4-3. Tyler

Reynolds, Ian Cunliffe and Nigel Payne

all went down 4-1. Terry Dunford started

the comeback, coming from 3-1 down to

win 4-3, and Peter Allen won 4-1.

However, Carl Wilson lost 4-2.

Ryan Hope came out a 4-0 victor, but

Dan Russell lost 4-2. Paul Dawkins won

4-2 and picked up the match award with

a 29.34 average. Paul Fox, after having

gone 3-0 up, allowed his opponent back

into the match to draw level before

taking out the last leg to win 4-3. Paul

Reid just does what he does and calmly

won 4-1 to give the team a draw.

Final score: Kent 15, Buckinghamshire

21. Kent may have lost but still remain at

the top of the table. Thanks to Dave

Dempsey and Danny Hubble for their

calling all weekend and to Richie Pay for

the music.

IN these uncertain times with Covid-19,

the rest of the season has now been

terminated. With the resignation of the

CEO of the BDO, many are now left

wondering what will happen in respect

to this season.  We will all just have to

wait and see.
Stay safe, everyone, and heed the

medical advice.

THE sixth game of the season saw the

Kent youth team travelling to Sussex.

Up first for the Under 18s was Adam

Connelly (16.21) who unfortunately lost

out 3-2. Connor Watkins (17.36) won 3-1

and claimed the first point for Kent.

Lewis Bennett (20.88) played a good

game winning 3-0. Debutant Joby Leyser

(13.07) also followed with a 3-0 win.

Harley Peacock (15.49) also won 3-0. Oli

Dunham (14.77) won 3-1, and Luca Scott

(21.47) played a good game winning 3-0

and claiming the match award to help

the team to a 6-1 victory.

In the Ladies’ match, debutant Lucy

Merkell (11.11) lost out 3-0. Tiffany Adby

(12.28) made a return to the side but

unfortunately lost 3-2. Chelcei Colville

(12.71)  lost 3-0 as the team went down

3-0.
Luke Adby (16.83) made his return to

the Under 21s and won 3-2. Fred Box

(24.69) played well, winning 3-0 and

taking the match award. William Bristow

(23.61) won 3-2, but debutant Tyler

Mann (16.29) lost 3-1. Louis Whitehouse

(20.74) unfortunately lost 3-1, but the

team took a 3-2 victory.
Final result: Sussex 6, Kent 9.

DIVISION One of the Men’s Super

League is topped by Tovil New Town lead

with 108 points, with Footscray Thrushes

on 94 and Sheppey on 77. At the bottom

The Hoo and Tonbridge Warriors are on

53 points and Snodland Scorpions on 48.

In Division Two Edenbridge have 99

points with Maidstone on 93 and

Sevenoaks on 90.

MAIDSTONE lead the Ladies’ Super

League with 96 points, with Whitstable

on 90 and Tonbridge Ladies on 79.

YVONNE MCCARTHY

County remain top as
season terminated

Match award winners against Buckinghamshire.

TOP: Paul Dawkins (Men’s ‘A’), Helen Ward (Ladies’ ‘A’).

MIDDLE: Sam Fuller (Men’s ‘B’), Suzanne Camp�eld (Ladies’ ‘B’).

ABOVE:  Youth team match award winners against Sussex. Luca Scott (Under 18s),

Fred Box (Under 21s).

SHROPSHIRE’S run of three consecutivedefeats in Division Four of the BDO Inter-County Championship was thankfullybrought to an end when they played hostto fourth in the division Breconshire at TheRoyal, Wolverhampton.
The Ladies’ ‘B’ game did nothing tohelp get the weekend o� to a good start asCaroline Powell, after going 2-0 up againstEmmylou Owen, lost 3-2. Rachael Mooneywon the �rst leg against Helen Thomas-Evans but then lost 3-1, and HelenWalmsley went down 3-0 to Carol Buftonto put the visitors 3-0 up.

Deana Sheldon momentarily stoppedthe rot as she chalked up a straight 3-0win over Abbie Fox, Deana’s 12.74 averageearning her the match award as she turnedout to be Shropshire’s solitary winner.Tammy Walmsley lost against LynneLayton 3-1, and Jenna Ball, like openerCaroline Powell after going 2-0 up in hergame against Donna Hilton, then lost 3-2to give Breconshire a 5-1 win and leave theLadies’ ‘B’ still seeking their �rst win of thecampaign.
The Men’s ‘B’ had a similar start to theirgame as they quickly found themselvestrailing 3-0 with Zak Turner beating AndyVellender 3-2, Ian Evans winning 3-1against Alex Howells, and Mark Salmontaking out Neville Quinton with a 3-0scoreline. First winner for the home countywas John Simms who, with a 3-1 result,defeated Richard Langlois.

Reducing the arrears even further wasSimon Pritchard who after going 1-0 downto Richie Williams fought back to secure a3-1 win. By the midway point of the matchit was all square as Mike Hampson won 3-2 against Chris Austin-Hill. Hampson

opened up with two 20-darters, andalthough his opponent won the next two,it was Hampson who won the decider withanother 20-darter and a 23.06 averagewhich won him the match award.
Home player Paul Bromley won the �rstleg against Martin Ashton, but it wasAshton who got the �nal 3-1 verdict togive the visitors the lead once again. Thenwith another 3-1 result for Chris Careyagainst Jon Blakemore, Breconshire hadtaken a 5-3 lead.

The next two both went to Shropshire,both of them straight 3-0 results, withRobert Pierce and Billy Robbins in turnaccounting for Matt Ingram and MikeGeorge to take the running score to 5-5with two to play.
The next produced another 3-0 result,this time going to the away team’s JohnBrandon who defeated Rob Trumper to putthe onus on the last two players to decidethe outcome of the match.

Anchor man for Shropshire was MarkBayliss and for Breconshire Jason Parnell.Bayliss, in 24 and 18 darts, went two uponly to see Parnell then win the next twolegs in 28 and 24 darts to leave the resulthinging on the last leg. Bayliss pulled outall the stops and with scores of 83, 83, 100and 125 to leave himself on 110 after 12darts, and with his opponent still requiring273, he produced a terri�c 110 game shotto win 3-2 and put the �nal score allsquare at six each.
The Ladies’ ‘A’, despite having lost twoof their six games, had drawn four of themand still sought their �rst win. But thatwas all about to change as they stormedinto a match winning 4-0 lead. MarieRiggs began the quartet of wins with her

3-2 success over Kaye Hales after Hales hadgone 1-0 and drawn level in the fourth.     Becky Harris doubled the home side’slead in style as she accounted for LouisaFox with a 3-1 result. Fox won the �rst legonly to see Becky Harris then run out thewinner with legs of 23, 21 and 22 darts togive her an award winning average of19.61.
Taking the win beyond Breconshire’sreach was Julie Gri�ths who added her 3-1 victory over Chris Sheen to the host’stally, Julie coming from one down to sealher win with a superb 107 game shot.With Shropshire leading 3-0 the win wasnot long awaited as Cally Jones put themagical fourth win in place when she beatSharon Hill 3-0.

The away team got their �rst winnerwhen Natalie Evans won 3-1 againstMichele Pritchard, and the �nal score wastaken to 4-2 to Shropshire when StacyCamden (Breconshire) won 3-2 againstSue Lane.
The Men’s ‘A’ have been enjoying quitea decent season so far with three wins, adraw and just two defeats, and once againbegan their match with plenty of promiseas Martin East won 4-2 against BenWatkins and Andi Chatter made it 2-0when he beat Craig Lewis 4-1.

Dan Astbury, winner of four matchawards this season, opened up a 2-0 leadover Mark Layton, and although Laytonwon the next two to level the game it wasAstbury who took the following two towin 4-2 and give the home side a 3-0lead..
Richard Parker looked to be a winner allthe way against Lee Williams as he went 1-0 up and then 3-2 up, but with out shots of

160 and 135 it was Williams who won thenext two to win 4-3.
Shropshire’s Martin Price saw hisopponent Graham Jenkins take leads of 1-0 and 2-1, but in the fourth Price checkedout in 13 darts to square the game andthen added 18- and 21-dart legs to clincha 4-2 win and the match award with asuper 28.81 average. The �rst half endedwith a 4-1 win for Dan Rickwood overSimon Farely to take Shropshire’s lead intothe break to 5-1.

Wayne Glover pulled one back forBreconshire as he won 4-2 against JohnSpeed, and with a similar 4-2 win forRalph Heaven-Richards against Chris Fox,the visitors had reduced the arrears to 5-3.The away team’s run was brought to anabrupt end when Brian Hickman and AndyJervis added 4-0 wins over respectivecounterparts Kevin Holvey and AndrewKerry to seal victory for Shropshire as theywere now in an unassailable 7-3 lead.The �nal two games of the weekendboth went the full seven legs distance withMartin Riggs (Shropshire) twice cancellingJohn Donaghey’s leads of 1-0 and 3-1before he lost the decider, and then team-mate Richard Bowen levelled twiceagainst his opponent Stephen Davidsonafter trailing 2-0 and 3-2, but lost the �nalleg after he had had throws at a �nishingdouble.
The �nal score of 7-5 to Shropshiremade the overall score 18-18 to giveShropshire a very creditable draw as theiropponents are four places above them inthe table.     

ALAN TOWE(Supported by Red Dragon Darts)

Clwyd drop out of the promotion race inDivision Three after being in pole positionfor most of season. These defeats see themnow in fourth place, 15 points behind theleaders.
Following on from the overall defeat atCounty Durham in February, it was anotherloss when they travelled to to playCleveland. This time they were on wrongend of a 25-11 scoreline.

The Welsh side make a poor start on theopening day only collecting �ve points, asthe Ladies’ ‘B’ lost 4-2 and the Men’s ‘B’went down 9-3.
It was even worse on the Sunday as theLadies’ ‘A’ failed to win a single set to givethe promotion chasing hosts a 19-5 leadgoing into the Men’s ‘A’ match. 

They did, however, salvage a 6-6 drawfollowing victories for David Davies(28.48), Mike Warburton (28.06), DerekWilliams (26.32), Paul Hughes (24.10),Craig Spriggs (23.59) and Phil Jones(22.79).
The other Clwyd winners from adisappointing weekend were Steve Ellson(27.64), Simon Roberts (19.03), Phil

Wilcock (18.48), Joanne Toye (18.31) andHelen Graham (15.72). 

OBITUARY
IT is with great
sadness that the
Welsh Darts
Organisation
received the
news of the
death of their
former
internationalplayer, Ceri Morgan, at the age of 72.Ceri played his county darts forGlamorgan and represented Wales on 53occasions. He won the British MastersChampionship in 1980 and also reachedthe quarter-�nals of the World

Championships three times, in 1980, 1981and 1984, and the semi-�nals of the 1982World Masters.
The organisation sends its deepestsympathy to his family.

RIP, Ceri.

JOHN WILLIAMS
Gwynedd Men’s Super League Singles Champion Dylan Williams, and runner-upBarry Tym.
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Eric Bristow 
would have been 
63 this year. 
One of the modern 
darts’ founding 
fathers,  and easily 
the game’s most

intriguing character, Eric is 

remembered for many di�erent 

things, by di�ering generations. 

But it should never be forgotten 

that he was truly exceptional 

and created the package by 

which we measure those who 

follow. 

Along the wall in my ‘darts 

space’ are a few framed photos 

on prominent display. Each 

features a player who has made 

a contribution to the game or 

o�ers an interesting subject for 

the those who visit. 

We were recently visited by a 

very senior figure in the darts 

business. As the conversation 

flowed our guest, glancing at the 

‘Hall of Fame’, asked why each 

player was there. We soon 

arrived at the largest photo; a 

signed early 1980’s shot, of The 

Crafty Cockney. The picture 

signifies the invention, and 

perfection, of modern darts. 

To my great surprise, the reply 

came “Yes, but was he really 

that good?  I gave the short 

version of Eric’s ability but was 

absolutely amazed that the 

question was asked. Obviously, 

as time passes, new generations 

have come to the game in the 

era of The Power, Fordham, 

Hankey and MVG. Their view of 

those who built the platform, for 

today's icons, is similar to how 

we might look back at black and 

white footage of golfers, tennis 

stars or footballers. 

But it will not stand that such 

titans, and Eric especially, should 

simply merge in with a group of 

dimly remembered figures. By 

almost every measure Eric ranks 

as one of the top three players 

to have played the professional 

game, and there is a very strong 

case for him to be the most 

important: 

No More Worlds 

Left to Conquer

The Crafty Cockney, starting 

when only 23 years old, won five 

world championships, in seven 

years, including two 

back-to-backs and a hattrick. It 

is often forgotten that he also 

reached another five finals. 

Every win was over a top-five 

player and every loss was to a 

darting titan. During this entire 

period there was only one World 

Championship, and it featured 

every top professional of the 

time. The format was also very 

short in the early rounds.  

There is no one, other than Phil 

Taylor, who gets close to Eric’s 

e�ort. After Barney joined the 

PDC in 2007 you could make a 

case for the field being similarly 

strong to those from pre-1994. 

‘The Power’ claimed only three 

World titles over the next 

decade. 

Filling the Cabinet 

The second greatest event 

during this era was the World 

Masters. It was incredibly 

di�cult to win, being unseeded 

and played from floor to stage. 

Eric won his first Masters at the 

age of 20 and claimed a total of 

five between 1977 and 1984. No 

player, from any era, has gotten 

close to this. Bob Anderson's 

three in a row was outstanding 

and, perhaps, the closest there 

will ever be. Eric also claimed 

back-to-back News of the World 

events, one of only three to do 

so, and the World Cup singles 

crown four times on the bounce. 

Neither Phil nor MVG managed 

to add the World Cup Singles to 

their lists.  

In addition, Eric won multiple 

versions of the Matchplay 

(British and World), The Grand 

Masters, Golden Arrows and 

every other major/TV event 

available to him. Even after his 

glory years he picked up a 

World Pair title (PDC) to go with 

his earlier WDF version. All-in-all 

           The 

Crafty Cockney 
                      A Legendary Legacy

Eric collected a total of over 

thirty ‘major’ events, in a day 

when there were far fewer, and 

with a united field of the highest 

quality. 

Peak Performance

With the modern obsession with 

averages the fact that current 

players hit 100+ averages at a 

stroll is often used to belittle 

those who have gone before. 

This, however, is both false and 

unfair. Eric hit what he needed 

to hit to subdue his opponent 

and win the match. His 103+ to 

defeat Jocky Wilson in the 1983 

World Cup final and his 101 to 

defeat Keith Deller in the 1983 

Masters (final again!) were 

remarkable at the time and 

would stand up in many finals 

today. The Crafty Cockney 

recorded a 105+ vs Alan Glazier 

earlier in 1983; this remained 

unbeaten until Phil Taylor 

claimed a 107+ eight year later. 

Two matches that demonstrate 

Eric's ability are the final of the 

World Masters in 1984 and the 

World Championship Final of 

1985. They display his sheer talent 

and his matchplay and 

psychology skills in perfect 

harmony. Deller was defeated as 

much by psychology as by 

scoring, whereas Lowe was 

battered into submission with a 

blizzard of 180’s in the early 

stages. (Check them out on You 

Tube!) 

It should be remembered that as 

well as the natural advance of any 

skill over time, the equipment and 

technology improvements that 

have been made since 1983 have 

been dramatic. Darts, stems and 

flights but especially boards and 

professionalism, have developed 

massively. The scoring areas of 

modern boards (especially in the 

PDC) are considerably larger and 

no longer surrounded by rounded 

wires, staples and other such 

obstacles. Combined with the 

conditions, security of income 

and volume of opportunities to 

play top-level darts, the modern 

player has a big advantage. 

If we grant Eric even 10 percent, 

for these handicaps, his 

performance level would move 

up to around 115+. This would 

put him straight into the top 

three of all time! (Add in Brissy’s 

usual determination to be the 

best and who knows?) 

Creating the 
Template
In addition to Eric’s remarkable 

ability, and phenomenal winning 

record, it should not be forgotten 

that true ‘oche legends’ are not 

only remembered for their 

scoring, or finishing, alone. They 

are remembered for a mix of their 

sporting prowess, on-stage image, 

o�-stage personality and what 

they bring to, and leave for, their 

sport. Bristow brought us an 

unmatched package of skill, 

unrivalled competitiveness, pomp, 

aggression, flair and humour. 

Eric Bristow created the 

template for the professional 

dart player.  He also went out 

and sold it to the world. It is very 

hard to think of any other player, 

past or present, who can 

compete on those terms.  

From originally being the ‘Boy 

Wonder’ to bestriding the darts 

world, as The Crafty Cockney, 

Eric Bristow left a legendary 

legacy that deserves to be 

preserved, protected and 

promoted in equal measure.
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The Covid-19 
outbreak cannot 
be said to have 
very many 
positives. Yet, 
those involved in 
the game of darts, and its many related groupings, have shown remarkable adaptability and resilience during the Corona crisis. From players forming ad hoc leagues through to the major brands retaining sta� and attempting to carry-on regardless (where safe and possible to do so). Much of the darts ecosystem has responded strongly and the sport has been shown in a very positive light. 

Early on, there were various social media delights to enjoy, the three bulls' game and even the loo roll challenge provided some light relief and a place to come together in a spirit of making the best of hard times. 
Many channels o�ered increased practice content for those with more time on their hands. winmau.com re-boosted their practice zone and those with a web presence such as 

GoDartsPro.com, JDC ‘Virtual’ and dartsworld.com got very creative with new games and tips for structure and enjoyment. 
Several brands concentrated on the community element of darts with remote tournaments, and virtual competitions, of various sorts. The dartsplanet.tv boys o�ered a combination of darts, banter, giveaways and fun competitions to keep their audience entertained and focused.  

As always, many in our wider darts family began to raise funds for deserving causes, particularly the NHS, who needed the help more than ever, Chris Mason led the way raising thousands through memorabilia auctions and competitions. 
As time moved on several brands have launched live darts events to satisfy our craving for competitive sporting action with Modus leading the way. Their Icons of Darts events allowed players of such stature Paul Nicholson and Mark Webster to mix it with up-and-coming stars such as Red Dragon's David Evans. The Remote Darts League joined the fray and gave opportunity to more players. Tony O Shea, Daryl Fitton are battling it out with Andy Jenkins and James Richardson and many more. 

The PDC, who had shown themselves to be professional and proportionate in their management of the situation, then announced the Unibet Home Tour! O�ering every Pro Tour card holder, the chance to compete in a month long, nightly competition. So far it has proven a great success. Shocks and great moments have abounded, Peter Wright and Gerwyn Price were heavily defeated and Lisa Ashton claimed victory over Mickey Mansell. But perhaps the best moment of the rapidly assembled league was Luke Woodhouse’s 9-darter from his Bewdley kitchen! 

It is possible that even the BDO have managed to salvage something from such bad times. Their remote meeting, on April 19th, has enabled the troubled organisation to, at least, begin to plan on protecting the BICC county darts structure for the future. 

We suspect that many other sports will be looking at darts with envious eyes right now. Within a couple of weeks, the professional and amateur branches of the game have re-booted their systems, and managed to serve their respective community's needs. The media and commercial eco system that surrounds our sport, has adapted swiftly and e�ciently to ensure that they should be able to see out these troubled times and rebound with momentum when we are released from the Covid climate. 
Darts has shown itself to be resilient, determined and remarkably flexible at the same time as being sensible and compassionate.  

All at Darts World feel that it’s worth tipping our hat to all those involved, at any level, who have gone above and beyond! 
Thankyou!
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So here we are. Grounded like a 

naughty teenager, by a virus that’s 

smaller than Phil Taylor, yet more 

aggressive than that bloke at your 

local who reckons you spilt his pint. 

Stuck indoors, and there’s no hope of 

darts on the tele, let alone down the 

pub. What are we supposed to do 

with ourselves? It’s tempting to 

slump on the sofa with a beer and 

some rubbish tv, and just hope the 

world goes back to normal soon. But 

we might be grounded for some time 

yet, so here are my psychological ten 

top tips for darts fans to get through 

with your sanity intact:

1. Keep in touch. Social distancing, as 

the government calls it, is really 

about physical distance. Just because 

you have to keep 2 metres (6 foot 

6”) away from each other physically 

doesn’t mean you have to be socially 

isolated. Looking after yourself and 

your family if you have one means 

staying in touch with people and 

keeping up those social connections. 

Phone calls, texts, video calls are all 

ways of keeping up your social life; 

video is best if you can manage it, 

because it helps to see people’s 

faces. Why not hold a social event 

with your darts team over Skype? If 

you’re up for it, play a game with 

your mate – same rules as normal, 

just via video not in person. (No 

cheating!).

2. Keep moving! We don’t realise 

how much we move about when 

we’re at work, or just out and about 

doing our usual stu�. Being at home 

can mean we sit still a lot, which isn’t 

good for our physical or mental 

health. The good news is that walking 

up and down an oche counts as 

exercise, and the more times the 

better – keep playing! If you don’t 

have basic kit at home, some online 

suppliers will still deliver (check out 

Red Dragon, A180, and Argos). If 

that’s not an option, try gardening, 

walking the dog, sorting the shed, or 

even dancing in front of the tele (well 

there’s no-one watching, right?).

3. Stay positive. Notice the things in 

your life that are still good. Yes, this 

is a horrible time, and it’s easy to get 

dragged into a pit of negativity. 

Think about what you’re grateful for 

– whether it’s that you went 

shopping for loo roll just before the 

panic buying started, or your mates. 

It might sound daft, but taking time 

to count your blessings is really good 

for our happiness.

4. Put down the phone. Watch out 

for spending too much time on social 

media. There’s a lot of anxiety, fear 

and worry out there – and if you’re 

feeling down, you risk getting sucked 

into it too. Keep an eye on yourself, 

and if you notice yourself getting 

gloomy, think about only looking at it 

once or twice a day.

5. Living with others is complicated 

when you’re all trapped in the same 

place (you probably didn’t need me to 

tell you that). If you share a house with 

other people, work out some ways 

that you can still get some time to 

yourself (in the shower?), agree some 

rules as a group about what is ok and 

what’s not, and find ways to fill your 

time as a group (darts, anyone?). If 

you spot bickering getting worse, step 

away, and don’t rise to the bait.

6. Keep to a routine. Starting your day 

at around the same time, having a 

structure to your day, and a regular 

bedtime, will all help you to feel better, 

and will help your sleep. And sleep 

WILL help you to cope with all of this.

7. Watch the booze. There’s nothing 

wrong with having an occasional 

beer or other drink if you usually 

enjoy it – but watch out that it 

doesn’t become your only coping 

mechanism. Try to limit your intake 

to just one or two drinks every now 

and then, and drink sensibly. Drinking 

too much can put a strain on your 

relationships with others, and 

although it might feel like it helps you 

to cope, it makes sleep worse, saps 

your energy, and can reduce your 

coping abilities.

Mental Health
Bullseye

8. Keep yourself occupied. Darts is the 

obvious one, and this might be the perfect 

opportunity to improve your game – but 

even the most die-hard fan will get bored 

eventually. Watch some old games on 

YouTube and pause part way through a 

game to check your maths – what would 

you throw for next? Get those household 

chores done, train the dog, find an online 

course to study for free. Try to find things 

that get you thinking, not just mindless 

distractions that allow you to dwell on all 

the things that might go wrong (If your 

following tip 8 then RVB v The Power in 

2007 is a must!)

9. Keep control. If you’re getting worried, 

focus on the things you can control, and 

not the things you can’t. You can keep 

yourself safe (hand washing, distancing, 

etc); you can’t control what the family 

next door is doing, so let them worry 

about that for themselves. You can keep 

your own boredom under control; but you 

can’t change when we’ll all be allowed to 

go back to normal life again, so focus on 

entertaining yourself for now. Feeling in 

control of your own life is called agency, 

and it helps us all to feel happier.

10. Keep it real. Finally, don’t expect 

miracles of yourself. If you’re feeling 

down, and worried about everyone’s 

health, or about finances, that’s normal. 

Talk about it with someone you trust. Not 

managing to get the kids home-schooled, 

the mother-in-law’s shopping and sort 

out your brothers’ finances all in one day? 

That’s fine. Right now, you have one job – 

keep you and yours well. The rest can get 

sorted later.

The DIMINUTIVE PHIL TAYLOR (V RAYMOND VAN 

BARNEVELD) PIC: L Lustig

“The good news is that walking 

up and down an oche counts as exercise, 

and the more times the better 

– keep playing!“
 in 
is 

get 

or 

e 
es. 
e

WORDS: DR. J A HULME

Dr. Hulme is a psychologist from Keele University, 

Sta�ordshire, who has been known to throw the 

odd dart in her spare time.
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70
s

48 years of Darts world

P
erhaps it was appropriate 

that Chuck was top of 

the pops when Darts 

World was born.

Yep in November 1972 

Chuck Berry’s My Ding-

A-Ling was No.1 when DW made it 

into print for just 15p!

Oh and what a cover. 

Four handsome chaps resplendent 

in fi fty shades of beige of no doubt 

highly fl ammable cardigans.

They were London players Tony Bell, 

Johnny Nichols, Willy Etherington 

and Tommy O’Regan.

Little did they know that they’d 

be the cover stars of a darting 

institution.

However, the early years of 

DW weren’t beige. They were 

predominantly dominated by red.

A group of them formed the 

template for professional titles and 

began to hoard many of the newly 

available titles. The start of dart’s 

fi rst great televised era could fairly 

be dubbed ‘Red Dawn’. 

Alan Evans starred in the Indoor 

League, and often seemed to 

generate headlines, while the Welsh 

team, including Evans, Phil Obbard 

and David Jones collected the fi rst 

World Cup. 

But cometh the fi rst Professional 

World Championship in 1978 and 

legend was complete for Leighton 

Rees.

He also reached the following year’s 

world fi nal but John Lowe won 5-0 

to bring the trophy back to England 

for the fi rst time.

Although neither Evans nor Rees 

truly fl ourished over the following 

decades the pages of Darts World 

recorded their huge contribution 

to the creation of the darts 

professional and the promotion of 

the sport. 

The proud record of the principallity 

lives on through Richie Burnett, 

Mark Webster and now Gerwyn 

Price and Jonny Clayton.

But in this era legends were born…

including Darts World.

The 70s and legends are born…

48 years of Darts world

DAWN OF 
A NEW ERA

3
80

s

48 years of Darts world

I
t was a decade ushered in with 

the Stone Age.

Well, Old Stoneface to be exact.

Having landed the last World 

Championship of the 70s, 

carpenter John Lowe was 

carving ‘em apart as the main man 

having reached fi ve of the opening 

eight World fi nals.

It seems hard to believe that he only 

lifted that magnifi cent trophy once 

in that period. But his time would 

come again in 1987.

Yet that incredible record was 

overshadowed.

By an unassuming young rascal Eric 

Bristow.

In lots of ways, the 80s was all about 

the Crafty Cockney. He lit up the 

game with an arrogance, swagger 

and brashness that grabbed more 

tabloid headlines than Margaret 

Thatcher and Sam Fox put together.

Brissy was brilliant. He landed all 

his fi ve world titles in this decade 

including that epic World Final of 

1990 against Bobby George - who 

came on stage sporting a gold shirt, 

perm and candelabra.

But waxing lyrical Bristow blew out 

his fl ame on the way to a bunch of 

fi ve glory years and the fi rst darter 

by Royal Appointment with an MBE.

However, this was a decade of the 

biggest characters.

The wee man Jocky Wilson, with 

a throw as smooth as a Scotsman 

walking to a bar after 10 pints, took 

two World titles but won even more 

hearts for his passion.

Keith Deller emerged from nowhere 

to take the 1983 title with that 

infamous 138 fi nish to leave Bristow 

ba�  ed and beaten. It was, arguably, 

the sporting shock of the decade.

It also shot TV viewing audiences 

screaming into the stratosphere as 

suddenly the arrows were big time.

A year later Deller was back in the 

making of history. This time on the 

receiving end of Lowey’s fi rst live TV 

nine-darter in the glamorous setting 

of an MFI tournament in Slough. 

Old Stoneface’s memorable fi nish 

on ITV in October 1984 landed him 

£102,000 but not even a cover of 

Darts World. It was commentated by 

Dave Lanning, a columnist for The 

Sun and DW during that halcyon 

period.

Then, of course, as the decade 

closed came The Limestone 

Cowboy. Bob Anderson added a 

much-needed yee-ha as he beat 

Lowe in the 1988 World Final.

Not only that but other legends 

lurked making names within 

the sport. Ronnie Sharp’s most 

expensive shirt and the emergence 

of Mike Gregory.

Yet it was little Jocky who ended the 

decade on top.

A decade which was the making of 

darts. 

Four storming superstars 

and a nine-darter

48 years of Darts world
ONE THUNDERED 

AND 80s

www.dartsworld.com
LEGACY

www.dartsworld.com
LEGACY
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48 years of Darts world48 years of Darts world
48 years of Darts world

The 90s served up civil war and a new superstar

48 years of Darts worldBLOOD ON THE CARPET
A long-running legal battle followed and ended with a Tomlin order in 1997. The BDO recognised the WDC and the right of players to choose which organisation they played for. 

In return, the WDC recognised the World Darts Federation as the governing body of world darts, the BDO as the governing body of UK darts, and renamed itself the Professional Darts Corporation.
A signifi cant moment arrived when Barry Hearn attended a World Championship match at the Circus Tavern in 1995 and uttered the immortal words: “I smell money!”

While civil war was going on and fi nally settled in 1997 backstage, on the oche it was all about one man. Taylor was unstoppable. Well, almost.
The fi rst WDC World Championship was won by Priestley, thrashing Taylor 6-1 at the Circus Tavern on Sky Sports for the fi rst time - a relationship that has existed ever since.

But then it was all about The Power with fi ve successive titles.
Back at the BDO, minus the big 16 as it were, there were a succession of di� erent winners; John Part, Richie Burnett, Steve Beaton, Les Wallace and Raymond van Barneveld.

It was a decade that reshaped darts forever.

Yet more drama was to follow with two of sports biggest names dominating the headlines.
The dark clouds were gone. Only sunshine on the horizon.

I F THE 80s were the sunshine years, the dark clouds 
gathering would soon whip up an almighty storm.
In rolled the 1990s. Liverpool became Division One champions, the Stone Roses and MC Hammer ruled the charts and Sir Alex Ferguson won his fi rst trophy as Manchester United manager with the FA Cup.

On the oche, a similar dynasty would unfold in 1990.
A certain Philip Taylor romped to his fi rst World Championship with a 6-1 win over his mentor and inspiration Eric Bristow.

Then it was Dennis Priestley, the charming Yorkshire gent dubbed ‘The Menace’ grabbing world glory, also over Brissy. Taylor claimed his second title in 1993 and would be his last at the BDO.
Remarkably John Lowe rose from nowhere to grab his third title in a third di� erent decade.
Then came what was later referred to in a documentary 

title as ‘Blood on the Carpet’, the breakaway from the BDO.
The players were discontented by the game’s big decline in television coverage in 1989 and the early 1990s, and by what they saw as the BDO’s inability to reverse that decline. There was little doubt this was accelerated when ITV dropped World of Sport from their Saturday schedules, such a hotbed for 95 per cent of the major coverage on the box.

In the end 16 top ranked players, including every previous World Champion who was still active, broke away from the BDO to form their own organisation, the World Darts Council.
The BDO responded by banning the 16 defectors from all BDO-sanctioned darts events, which included prohibition of remaining BDO a¢  liated players from even engaging in exhibition matches against any of the defectors. 

This was endorsed at a World Darts Federation meeting and became a worldwide sanction. 

www.dartsworld.com

LEGACY

www.dartsworld.com
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48 years of Darts world

From a double nine Power then 

fairytale for Voltage

48 years of Darts world

CHARDONNAY TO 
MVG CHAMPERS

7
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48 years of Darts world

Millennium Man Taylor is a
star of epic fi nals

48 years of Darts world

Y2K POWER
SURGES ON

BRAVE NEW WORLD 

W
hen 
midnight 
struck 
to start 
the new 

Millennium, there was fear the 

world’s computer systems 

would crash thanks to the Y2K 

bug.

New Year’s Eve was celebrated 

at the controversial Millennium 

Dome, the huge docklands 

arena with the Jonny Rotten 

hairstyle punk roof persona.

Little did we know that a few 

years later that would become 

an iconic Premier League darts 

venue.

While Robbie Williams 

crooned and swooned 

Millennium in his James Bond 

tux, his Stoke pal Taylor was 

top of the charts.

Indeed there was no Y2K bug 

just a Power surge on the 

oche.

That was pretty much the 

story for the decade apart 

from two epic fi nals in 2003 

and 2007 when John Part and 

Raymond van Barneveld felled 

the giant in deciding sets.

While the decade began with 

Taylor romping to whitewash 

wins over Peter Manley and 

Part, then unfolded fi nal 

classics that will go down in 

Circus Tavern folklore.

Canadian Part gained sweet 

revenge to his drubbing two 

years earlier. Then came 

Taylor’s huge comeback to 

beat Kevin Painter in 2004 in 

another absolute class match 

of pure theatre.

But, in many eyes, Barney’s 

recovery in 2007 from 3-0 

down was o�  the scale as a 

sporting occasion.

It was the conclusion of a 

monumental moment in 

darting history. RVB’s switch 

of codes from the BDO sent 

shock waves through the 

arrows community.

His arrival meant an instant 

heavyweight rival to go toe-

to-toe with Taylor. Barney 

came into the rapidly-growing 

Holsten Premier League - in its 

second year - as a wild card 

and he was an instant hero. 

On the fi fth night in 

Bournemouth RVB hit a nine-

darter against Manley and 

drew 7-7 with Taylor and he 

was well and truly on the map 

and giving The Power and run 

for his money.

Then came that fi nal at the 

Tavern. And it was the fi nal act 

for that iconic venue.

For the 2008 fi nals, it was a 

return to a spiritual home of 

darts, the Alexandra Palace. 

That event saw Part beat Kirk 

Shepherd in the fi nal after 

Wayne Mardle had dumped 

Taylor out in a magnifi cent 

drama of a quarter-fi nal. It was 

pure Hawaii-fi ve-OH!

Also ushered into the sport 

was the razzmatazz. Glitzy 

showbiz walk-ons, fantastic 

coverage on Sky Sports. The 

sport had been dragged 

kicking and screaming into the 

21st century in some style. 

It was, of course, the fi rst 

decade of the new millennium 

which saw darts undergoing 

its own ‘Sliding Doors’ era. 

Two parallel paths were being 

pursued. 

The BDO retained its ability 

to produce superb characters, 

such as the hugely popular 

Andy Fordham, Ted Hankey, 

John ‘Boy’ Walton, Mark 

Webster and Martin Adams - 

all World Champs in this era 

- along with shock winner Jelle 

Klaasen.

With both codes delivering top 

class sport, arrows were more 

popular than even Robin Hood 

in his Sherwood Forest pomp.

I
’M so happy I’m like a pig in 

Chardonnay”…

That immortal line from TV 

legend Stephen Fry on an 

even more immortal night at 

Wembley Arena.

As Phil Taylor landed his second 

nine-darter, commentator Dave 

Lanning delivered appropriately: 

“You are present in a moment of the 

greatest sporting history.”

The new decade hurtled in with 

Taylor’s double nine-darter in the 

Premier League fi nal against James 

Wade. 

You couldn’t have scripted it. The 

initial staging was called o�  due to 

a power cut. Just 24 hours later, The 

Power was well and truly blasting 

out the bright lights across the 

capital.

It was a sensational fi nal, with the 

added piquant of telly intellect Fry 

swooning in the comms box. 

However, Taylor’s throne was soon 

under threat. He battled past the 

Beard to be Feared Simon Whitlock 

in a cracking 2010 Ally Pally a� air.

From then it was a kaleidoscope of 

cracking new talent fi nally landing 

the big silverware.

Adrian Lewis hit the fi rst-ever World 

fi nal nine-darter before beating Gary 

Anderson and then retained it a year 

later. Back came Taylor for title No.16 

before Michael van Gerwen a blur of 

mean and green blitzed new oche 

punk upstart Peter Wright.

Then it was Anderson’s turn, beating 

Taylor and then Lewis to at last 

realise his undoubted potential at 

the very top.

Perhaps 2018 was the greatest story 

of all. Rob Cross, just 18 months 

into his professional career, eclipses 

MVG in an all-time classic semi-fi nal 

before seeing o�  Taylor in his fi nal 

Worlds game. What a story, so much 

emotion.

The Power had bowed out in style, 

just a few months after winning 

his last Matchplay at his favourite 

Winter Gardens venue.

James Wade was also a major 

star taking his major tally up to 

nine while Robert Thornton and 

Paul Nicholson - with stage dark 

sunglasses, waistcoat and tie - also 

poking their nose into major title 

territory.

Across the code and the BDO was 

still producing a plethora of class 

but now almost just a breeding 

ground for the PDC.

Stephen Bunting, Scott Waites and 

Scott Mitchell won the Worlds but 

Glen Durrant ended the decade by 

equalling Eric Bristow’s hat-trick of 

successive titles.

For the BDO it was very much the 

end of a glorious era. The passing 

of Olly Croft and leaving Bob 

Potter and Lakeside. A sad end to a 

trailblazing institution. We were on 

the brink of BDO RIP.

W
hat a start to the 20s!

Peter Wright lands his 

fi rst world title at the 

Ally Pally while Wayne 

Warren wins the BDO 

and then we’re into a 

coronavirus lockdown.

But what a decade ahead. 

Fallon Sherrock shattered the glass ceiling 

for Ladies darts by beating Ted Evetts and 

Mensur Suljovic at the Worlds, creating 

headlines as far as The Washington Post 

and Gold Coast of Australia and claiming 

backing from tennis legend Billie Jean King. Soon 

after Lisa Ashton becomes the fi rst woman to win 

a PDC Tour Card.

Nathan Aspinall becomes the fi rst-ever ‘at home’ 

darts champion in extraordinary times.

While the PDC booms, it’s gloom at the BDO with 

the end almost nigh.

However a new Modern Amateur Darts 

organisation is born and a new Darts World 

magazine.

After 48 years of a rollercoaster ride, darts 

still remains a whirlwind of fun, frolics and the 

phenomenal…

BDO
CHAMPION
WARREN

www.dartsworld.com
LEGACY
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General: 
This very special edition was commissioned to celebrate Snakebite’s victory in the World Championships. It has gone from strength to strength since and proven very popular. Despite, if slightly long, conventional dimensions (54.6mm long x 5.9mm wide (widest)), the World Champion Edition is certainly not conventional in other ways! 

It is a superbly engineered but simple looking dart. The rainbow areas look sharp and practical with the lurid colour fl ashes adding a dash of fl amboyance.
The grip is impressive and well placed. Cuts to the barrel are used in a traditional pattern in order to produce a dart that looks and feels grippier than most similar barrels. 

These sections mean that the grip is very fl exible, and suitable, it appears, so far, from testing, for almost any type of player. A very wide cross-section of players  liked this dart and enjoyed trialling it. 
The tradtional steel point is black and lends into the barrel visually. It’s a solid addition and rounds o�  the dart well. 

What’s in the Box? 
As with most Red Dragon darts, these days, the pack comes with one set of (Peter Wright WC) barrels (21g) together with a set of (black) Nitro Tech stems and Snakebite coordinated (Purple,Black & White) set of Hardcore fl ights. The set up can be easily replicated via the Red Dragon store. 

Tester Quotes: 
“...I loved the grip on the lower half of the dart. It feels like I can put my fi ngers where I want and it feels the same...” County Lady Player 
“ ... there is a bit of my old Bob Anderson’s in them but much better...” Youth player 
“ these are just so much better than I imagined. I was never keen on this style of dart but this is just totally di� erent...” Elite player. 

Downsides: 
Like in everything, there are always a couple of Debbie downers: 

There seem very few here though. One player was not keen on the lurid nature of the coating that highlights the top end of the barrel. Another would have preferred the blank to either be moved or removed. In honesty these things are simply a matter of personal taste. Durability: So far, the Snakebite (World Champion) have stood up very well. They have been used in close to 300 legs by a variety of di� erent players over quite a few weeks.

Value: At under £50, for the World Champion’s darts, these are excellent value for money. All testers agreed that they would happily purchase at this price. Marks: 9.0/10 - The SWC have received one of the highest marks of any dart we have tested so far. Indeed, a maximum 10/10s was awarded with nothing negative to say. One player has switched to them and we suspect another is hoping for his weight to be released! SnapShot: An outstanding dart, popular with all testers and throw styles. Durable, exciting and fl exible, as well as superbly engineered and manufactured. A truly Worthy World Champion Edition! 
*Win the test set of Peter Wright darts, during August 2020by following @Darts_World (Thanks to AIM: for the extensive testing)

CHOOSE                YOUR 
W E A P O N S

General: 

Product: Darts (Steel Tip)  
Brand: Red Dragon 
Model Name: Peter Wright (World Champion Edition) 
Variation: 21g 
90% Tungsten 
RRP: £49.90+ 
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General: 

This very special edition was commissioned to celebrate 

Snakebite’s victory in the World Championships. It 

has gone from strength to strength since and proven 

very popular. Despite, if slightly long, conventional 

dimensions (54.6mm long x 5.9mm wide (widest)), the 

World Champion Edition is certainly not conventional in 

other ways! 

It is a superbly engineered but simple looking dart. The 

rainbow areas look sharp and practical with the lurid 

colour fl ashes adding a dash of fl amboyance.

The grip is impressive and well placed. Cuts to the barrel 

are used in a traditional pattern in order to produce 

a dart that looks and feels grippier than most similar 

barrels. 

These sections mean that the grip is very fl exible, and 

suitable, it appears, so far, from testing, for almost any 

type of player. A very wide cross-section of players  

liked this dart and enjoyed trialling it. 

The tradtional steel point is black and lends into the 

barrel visually. It’s a solid addition and rounds o�  the 

dart well. 

What’s in the Box? 

As with most Red Dragon darts, these days, the pack 

comes with one set of (Peter Wright WC) barrels (21g) 

together with a set of (black) Nitro Tech stems and 

Snakebite coordinated (Purple,Black & White) set of 

Hardcore fl ights. The set up can be easily replicated via 

the Red Dragon store. 

Tester Quotes: 

“...I loved the grip on the lower half of the dart. It feels 

like I can put my fi ngers where I want and it feels the 

same...” County Lady Player 

“ ... there is a bit of my old Bob Anderson’s in them but 

much better...” Youth player 

“ these are just so much better than I imagined. I was 

never keen on this style of dart but this is just totally 

di� erent...” Elite player. 

Downsides: 

Like in everything, there are always a couple of Debbie 

downers: 

There seem very few here though. One player was not 

keen on the lurid nature of the coating that highlights 

the top end of the barrel. Another would have preferred 

the blank to either be moved or removed. In honesty 

these things are simply a matter of personal taste. 

Durability: So far, the Snakebite (World Champion) have 

stood up very well. They have been used in close to 300 

legs by a variety of di� erent players over quite a few 

weeks.

Value: At under £50, for the World Champion’s darts, 

these are excellent value for money. All testers agreed 

that they would happily purchase at this price. 

Marks: 9.0/10 - The SWC have received one of the 

highest marks of any dart we have tested so far. Indeed, 

a maximum 10/10s was awarded with nothing negative 

to say. One player has switched to them and we suspect 

another is hoping for his weight to be released! 

SnapShot: An outstanding dart, popular with all testers 

and throw styles. Durable, exciting and fl exible, as well 

as superbly engineered and manufactured. A truly 

Worthy World Champion Edition! 

*Win the test set of Peter Wright darts, during August 2020

by following @Darts_World (Thanks to AIM: for the extensive 

testing)

CHOOSE                YOUR 

W E A P O N S

General: 

Product: Darts (Steel Tip)  

Brand: Red Dragon 

Model Name: Peter Wright (World 

Champion Edition) 

Variation: 21g 

90% Tungsten 

RRP: £49.90+ 
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NO ONE is born hating another person 

because of the colour of his skin, or his 

background, or his religion. People must 

learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, 

they can be taught to love, for love comes 

more naturally to the human heart than   

           its opposite.”

The famous words of Nelson Mandela have never been 

so poignant as in the turbulent times of 2020.

The violent death of George Floyd in America rightfully 

brought racism sharply into focus all across the world.

In truth, it’s never been far away, a grim side of society 

simmering beneath the surface at every juncture.

Just over the past few months football stars Raheem 

Sterling, Ian Wright and Wilfried Zaha have been 

targeted dreadfully either at stadiums or on social 

media.

More recently we also watched and heard the powerful 

words of cricket legend Michael Holding breaking down 

in tears on Sky Sports explaining institutional racism 

and how his parents su� ered.

In darts, there is a distinct lack of diversity. Both Deta 

Hedman and Devon Petersen have su� ered at the hands 

of racism over the years.

It just seems utterly incomprehensible that these 

two gentile and intelligent human beings would be 

subjected to that sort of sickening hate.

Cape Town-born Petersen, to paraphrase another 

legendary fi gurehead Martin Luther King, has a dream.

He wants to deliver a massive statement for his colour 

and continent. 

He passionately wants to be the fi rst black World 

Champion of the oche, a fi rst African to lift the Sid 

Waddell Trophy and - in his words - “change the sport 

forever”.

In his typically laid-back demeanour, he told me: “It’s as 

Nelson Mandela said. The feeling to love is natural. But 

you have to teach people to hate. So if you are hating 

a colour or a gender, that is something that has been 

taught.

“That is going to take years and years to eradicate that. 

“If you look at events in America recently, it’s just the 

same as South Africa in years gone by. 

“The passing of George Floyd at this time of social 

media and the widespread publicity it generated, it puts 

the world and the scrutiny immediately on the issue. 

Everybody is a journalist in that sense, everybody can 

report on that story.

“Years gone by it would take a long time to change 

things, now it can happen much quicker because of 

social media.

“I’ve had incidents over the years in my life. I’ve had to 

deal with them. It’s not nice.

“In darts, it’s all about opportunity. I host Last Man 

Standing events in South Africa, before that there was 

nobody putting up any money and now we get massive 

support from it.

“Ultimately I don’t have the deepest pockets. I have to 

take money from my savings to put it into darts in South 

Africa. Hopefully that snowballs into something bigger. 

“That’s how diversity will be created in darts, it’s about 

opportunity and investment. 

This Time 
For Africa

Petersen has a dream to 

change the sport forever

“

www.dartsworld.com
OCHE ICONS
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“It’s also about middle 
or lower class and what sort of disposable income a family has. I have my 
main plans to make darts as accessible to as many people as possible in 
South Africa.
“I think because I’m the only professional darts 
player from that continent, that says something. 
There are 54 countries 
in Africa yet I’m the only professional.
“If you look at Africa, it is an untapped gold mine of talent. But because of agendas and prejudice, companies only look at it if they will be able to make money.

“There’s absolutely no 
doubt we can have an 
African World Champion. 
“I would obviously love that to be me or if I could create the opportunity for someone else to make that legacy.

“It would be amazing to be like Muhammad Ali 
and win. It could inspire a nation and prove that darts is a massive sport. Only then will people exactly see what darts is like in South Africa.

“I hope in my generation or my time on this planet I get to win it or I get to see a fellow countryman or woman achieve it.
“It’s the reason why I work so hard at my game. This is not just from a fi nancial point, I can create a legacy for a nation and come 

through to dominate a 
sport.

“I always think about 
standing on that stage 
with the Waka Waka 
playing at the Ally Pally on New Year’s night. 
“How would it be coming into the New Year with an African World Champion? It can change the entire course of a sport.

“In Africa, it would mean darts being taken seriously in schools. Dartboards 
coming out of garages and 

being played properly in the house by kids because they can now see the 
opportunity. 
“That’s why I’ve linked up with the JDC and created an academy in Africa. 
That helps us get the kids travelling and getting them to a level of commitment, sacrifi ce and dedication. Also helping them to set targets to what they want to achieve. 

“Hopefully that will be the legacy of being the fi rst African World Champion.
“It would mean that 
anyone around the world of any colour would 
actually say, I can also 
achieve this. I can deliver the biggest change in 
darts it has ever had. 
Hopefully in the next fi ve years that can be done, that’s in my plan.”
Petersen, 34, is a charming, engaging and fascinating character. He simply oozes personality.

This is encapsulated by his stage presence. The Waka Waka (This Time 
For Africa) walk-on, the symbolic African Warrior dance which has got 
more than a hint of Peter Crouch’s bizarre robot 
goal celebration. I’m not sure that’s a compliment though. 

But nonetheless, this is a huge man and booming personality.

He’s built like a American football player; 190cms tall and with a Table Mountain of a body structure.
He wears the progress of diversity on his shoulders, but they are certainly 
broad enough to carry it.
It certainly enables him to deal with a very angry world out there, especially on social media.
Dart players have been on the receiving end of some vile abuse over the past few months, over 30 have been targeted and even death threats, sexism and racism.

www.dartsworld.com

OCHE ICONS
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Petersen has a 
refreshing and bold 
retort to the online 
bullies. He said: “With 
regard to social media, 
you get it all the time 
regardless of who you 
are, what you have 
achieved or what you 
are doing. Nobody is 
immune to it.
“I look at it as a boat 
situation. If there are 
no cracks, no water 
will get in. So if you are secure as a person, it 
can’t a� ect you. 
“Only you can allow 
any negativity in. I 
don’t get a� ected by it at all.”

Petersen’s 
kaleidoscopic 
nature makes him a 
fascinating interviewee. On the outside he’s 
all cute and cuddly, 
always wearing a smile, never far from wanting 
to swivel his hips to a 
catchy tune.
He’s the sort of guy 
you’d expect to be 
the funniest mate in 
the world, lying in a 
hammock sipping fresh Pina Coladas looking 
out across breathtaking aqua waters in a 
picturesque Barbados 
postcard holiday snap.
That character might 
even be wearing an 
outrageously colourful 
Hawaiian shirt.
But on the inside 
of this e� ervescent 
fi rework is a cutting 
edge. A man driven 
by desire to succeed 
and his results and 
performances over the 
past year have proved 
how rapidly he is 
becoming a superstar. 
He is a Warrior by 
moniker and manifesto.
Curiously, the Hawaiian shirt remains part of his darting ambition with 
vital input from top 
telly pundit and legend Wayne Mardle.
It’s a perfect mix of 
positivity and passion. 

Petersen and Mardle 
together is like sticking a pack of mentos in a 
bottle of Coke.
He added: “You know 
with Wayne you are 
not going to get any 
smoke blown up your 
behind. We discussed 
my game and he told 
me not to change 
things and not to be 
silly. 

“Ultimately that 
enthusiasm and the 
ball of energy that 
comes with speaking 
to Wayne, he is good 
to work with.
“When you are building a career you don’t need yes men. You need 
constructive criticism 
and the correct ways to change things.
“Wayne is experienced with a vast knowledge 
of darts itself. He 
makes the perfect 
coach and mentor in 
that sense. 

“I would have loved 
to have Eric Bristow 
as my mentor. We 
discussed this just 
before he passed, we 
were going to meet up.
“We had seen each 
other in Scotland in 
the November. It was 
planned we would 
meet in the New Year. 
He told me that he 
wouldn’t be able to fi x 
my game but he would be able to help my 
mind. It was just one of those crazy things.
“But Wayne is a great 
person to have in your 
corner. I remember 
messaging him after 
I had a bad game. He 
just said forget it, if you can’t learn from it, just 
forget it. 

“He told me you should only look back on 
games if you can learn 
from them. 
“In golf Tiger Woods 
has that mentality. I 
think it’s a three-step 
rule. You hit the shot, 
move on and keep 

Devon Peterson has the 5th highest aggregate three-dart average across all tournaments in 2020, sitting behind only Michael van Gerwen, Peter Wright, Gerwyn Price and Ian White.@DartsDatabase
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W
e all know that 

sport without fans 

is simply not the 

same.

The wall of noise, 

the theatre, the 

reactions, the sheer emotion. Even the 

boos and whistles. The unpredictability 

of the crowd can add to the drama of 

it all.

It has been a gradual process to accept 

football, darts, snooker and cricket 

behind closed doors.

We all know that excluding fans for a 

while has simply been a necessity and 

we are all grateful just to be able to 

watch our favourite pastimes once 

again and get caught up in the 

intensity of it all, even from 

the sofa.

But isn’t it wonderful that 

sport has still delivered?

The competitiveness has 

prevailed and so have the 

heart-stopping moments.

The fi nal day of the 

football season 

delivered big 
time, Aston Villa 

sheer joy, utter 

dejection for 
Bournemouth 

and Watford. 
England have 

been slugging 

it out with the 

West Indies, 
Ben Stokes 
once again a 
marvel.

On the oche, of 

course, it never 

fails to keep you on 

the edge of your 

seat.

There should be 

a huge chorus of 

compliments for the PDC for swiftly 

getting action back on our televisions. 

They worked wonders to get the World 

Matchplay on despite all the various 

administrative hurdles and safety issues. 

It has been without doubt a huge test 

of resolve for the PDC. But reacting so 

quickly to get the Home Tour online 

tournament up and running during 

lockdown kept the sport in the headlines.

To then get the Matchplay going, 

adhering to the social bubble rules 

by switching venue was a brave and 

ultimately successful decision.

It’s such a shame that it couldn’t be held 

at the Winter Gardens. Players often 

name it as their favourite venue and 

next year’s event in Blackpool will be 

anticipated with even greater relish.

But I do have a soft spot for the Marshall 

Arena in Milton Keynes. It is the venue 

for our ITV4 Ladbrokes Masters event 

and it’s a particularly good set-up with 

the hotel on site, it makes it a great 

social event for all involved. Everyone 

who works on the darts loves the social 

element!

The Marshall Arena is fast becoming the 

epicentre of the darting world for 2020 

with six Premier League nights in late 

August. It’s a very suitable location.

The new normal of darts was reluctantly 

acknowledged with Sky Sports forced 

to make changes to their team following 

the retirement of Dave Clark. 

He has been a great professional, an 

outstanding darts anchor and he remains 

a huge inspiration to thousands as 

he fi ghts Parkinson’s Disease. I 

wish him all the very best for his 

next chapter. After two decades 

at the helm, Dave has left huge 

shoes to fi ll.

But Nigel Pearson did a fabulous 

job as we all knew he would. Nige 

had the advantage of a vast 

amount of goodwill from the 

same audience who loved 

Dave so much. He’s also 

a seasoned pro with a 

deep knowledge of the 

sport. 

I’d also like to wish 

Rod Studd a full 
and swift 

recovery 
from the 

stroke he 
su� ered during 

lockdown. That also 

meant a few more fresh faces 

and they all did a terrifi c job. 

The darts action itself 

certainly lived up to its billing.

Great to see the likes of Dimitri van den 

Bergh and Simon Whitlock make the 

headlines. Dimi is a very popular lad and 

he’s promised this success won’t change 

him. We do believe him!

It has certainly whetted the appetite for 

more TV darts.

It will be great to get the arrows back on 

ITV Sport for the World Series Finals in 

late September with the Nordic Masters, 

European Championship and Ladbrokes 

Players Championship all to come this 

year.

Sport on TV…thank goodness it’s back. 

Let’s just hope the fans can return as 

soon as possible so we can get the party 

started once again.

Jacqui Oatley is a presenter of ITV4 

darts coverage and Sky Sports News.

Jacqui
OATLEY

we are all grateful just to be able to 

watch our favourite pastimes once 

again and get caught up in the 

intensity of it all, even from 

But isn’t it wonderful that 

sport has still delivered?

The competitiveness has 

prevailed and so have the 

heart-stopping moments.

The fi nal day of the 

football season 

delivered big 
time, Aston Villa 

sheer joy, utter 

dejection for 
Bournemouth 

and Watford. 
England have 

been slugging 

it out with the 

West Indies, 
Ben Stokes 
once again a 

On the oche, of 

course, it never 

fails to keep you on 

the edge of your 

He has been a great professional, an 
He has been a great professional, an 

outstanding darts anchor and he remains 
outstanding darts anchor and he remains 

a huge inspiration to thousands as 

he fi ghts Parkinson’s Disease. I 

wish him all the very best for his 

next chapter. After two decades 

at the helm, Dave has left huge 

shoes to fi ll.

But Nigel Pearson did a fabulous 

job as we all knew he would. Nige 

had the advantage of a vast 

amount of goodwill from the 

same audience who loved 

Dave so much. He’s also 

a seasoned pro with a 

deep knowledge of the 

sport. 

I’d also like to wish 

Rod Studd a full 
and swift 

recovery 
from the 

stroke he 
su� ered during 

lockdown. That also 

meant a few more fresh faces 

and they all did a terrifi c job. 

Be precise. A lack of precision is dangerous 

when the margin of error is small.”

That is a quote plagiarised from former 

American Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. 

In a year of complete and utter absurdity, it is 

perhaps no surprise to be using such a phrase from 

George W Bush’s ex-right-hand man to underline 

the return to darts from lockdown.

It is without doubt a saying that would be 

acknowledged by Professional Darts Corporation 

chief executive Matt Porter in this current climate.

In no way can it be underestimated what has been 

achieved by the PDC sta�  and o�  cials over the past 

few weeks.

But the past fortnight has been their pièce de 

résistance.

Over the years we know that they can put on a 

show. World class event delivery and professionalism 

has become the tapestry of the PDC.

However this has been the ultimate test. 

To set about getting 128 players from all over the 

planet into MK under the strict Governmental 

guidance of Covid-19 testing and social distancing 

bubble is nothing short of a miracle.

When was the last time (before lockdown) you tried 

to organise your mates for a night out. After 274 

What’s App messages, it’s still not sorted. Night 

ruined.

Well try that with 128 players and another 50 or so 

o�  cials and a few other countries.

Behind the scenes it is ultra strict. After several 

conversations with players, it’s clear that the levels 

of organisation are out of this world.

There’s a one-way system throughout, special 

room service with disposable cartons at specifi c 

times and, crucially, a vital instruction to stay in 

the ‘bubble’. That includes not even being able to 

wander down to the hotel reception.

But after the Summer Series came the Matchplay, 

another remarkable success in a barren landscape of 

sport over the past few months.

There has been no margin for error. One slip in MK 

and the rest of the darting calendar for 2020 could 

have been left in tatters.

Just look at the monumental PR disaster for Novak 

Djokovic and tennis after his tournament provoked a 

spike of coronavirus cases.

But so far, so good.

This is not a reason just to blow smoke up Barry 

Hearn or Matt Porter’s backsides. We will be 

constructive with criticism if necessary and have 

been in the past.

However in a world which only the angry is 

outspoken, it is important to acknowledge and 

praise when it is deserved.

In comparison to other top level sports, the PDC 

have had an outstanding lockdown.

They seized the moment, grabbed the opportunity 

to keep the sport going and grabbed a plethora of 

national newspaper headlines with the quirky and 

unique Home Tour.

Now they made sure darts was back on the big 

stage in MK for the Summer Series and BetFred 

World Matchplay.

In our humble opinion, it is surely unlikely that they 

will be able to venture far from the Covid comfort 

zone of the Marshalls Arena in the UK this year for 

any tournament. 

We must embrace that fact if it transpires. Even the 

thought of a Premier League night in Glasgow in 

mid-September would be a miracle right now.

But, whatever the venue, this has been a remarkable 

turnaround and e� ort.

In a sport where precision is everything. 

The PDC have hit the target.

Phil Lanning, Editor.
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thinking about the next hit, 

not ever before.

“Darts is unique really 

because you can change 

everything in the next 

throw. If you follow a 45 

with a 180, it instantly can 

recover the result. You can’t 

do that in football because 

it depends on your other 

players and the opposition.

He added: “I have made 

big changes. I didn’t want 

to be the player who just 

went out to win. I wanted to 

plan out what I wanted to 

achieve.

“Up until last year June 

time I sat down and 

thought what am I doing. 

I can’t just keep plodding 

along.

“I almost put it into a step-

by-step going of how I 

was going to get where I 

wanted to be. 

“To some people winning 

the World Championship is 

like a pipe dream, a hope 

or almost impossible to 

achieve.

“I look at it di� erently, as 

an opportunity every year 

to achieve something very 

special.

“At the start of this year’s 

Pro Tour, I changed 

suppliers to a Japanese 

company called Trinidad. 

Their equipment certainly 

suits my throw and 

everything to a tee.

“Finding Trinidad was 

massive for me personally. 

All my hard work up until 

then has been elevated 

because of the equipment.

‘Trinidad are massive in 

the soft tip side. A lot of 

Asian companies dominate 

that side of the game 

that we don’t hear much 

about, we’re just used to 

traditional darts.

‘I thought I could expand 

my profi le in Asia if I could 

fi nd a suitable company 

over there.

“My global footprint on 

social media is much bigger 

now, there’s a whole ton of 

positives that have come 

from it.

“I feel like Covid-19 

happened at the right time. 

Everything was happening 

quickly and I needed a 

pause and a snapshot 

of how things were 

progressing so rapidly. I’ve 

just become accustomed to 

playing really well.

“That includes scoring 

really well and consistently. 

I don’t try to make myself 

perform in a certain way, 

I’ve just got to keep 

progressing. 

“Because there’s so many 

majors and so many events, 

I think placing too much 

importance on one event 

like the Worlds, which can 

go either way, is probably 

not the best idea.

“I look at it as a year long 

performance. I want to 

keep improving on di� erent 

areas in my game and a 

constant improvement.

“Whether that is ranking 

money or getting to certain 

points like quarter-fi nals on 

the ProTour or Europeans, 

it’s just a building process 

and to keep me in a 

positive state of mind.

“The rankings take care 

of themselves. If you 

place too much emphasis 

on the Worlds, you can 

risk messing up your 

entire following year of 

tournaments.

“I think a lot of players look 

at rankings as the holy 

grail. They focus on where 

they rank instead of letting 

the rankings take care of 

themselves and just playing. 

If you approach it that way 

there is much less stress. 

“I am making progress all 

the time. Experience is such 

a powerful tool and I’m 

gaining that constantly. 

“I believe I am capable of 

succeeding in my goals.”

There is no doubt Petersen 

can change the sport 

forever.

The words of Waka Waka 

are poetically apt for this 

man: “You’re a good soldier 

Choosing your battles.”

It can be This Time For 

Africa.
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PERFECT NINE
The best darts TV pundit Wayne Mardle 

answers our ra-tat-tat questions…

1. Where did you get your darting 

nickname and is there a tale to tell?

Chronologically it happened like 

this, I purchased the shirt, I then 

chose the walk on song that 

remotely complemented the shirt, 

and my personality of course.  

Then Bobby George gave me the 

nickname. 

The reason I bought the shirt in the 

fi rst place was because most players 

back in the day wore black, blue or 

grey. I wanted to be a little di� erent. 

2. When did you hit your fi rst Nine-

Dart leg and what was it like?

I was 16-17. I hit it on a freestanding 

board in the back garden, 

amazingly. There was a westerly 

wind too. Hahah. It felt like such an 

achievement. I’d come so close a 

few times before so to “ cross the 

line “ so to speak was special. 

3. Do you have any habits or 

routines before a (big) match?

I used to get to the venue four 

hours before the scheduled time of 

the match. Practice in 10 minutes 

bursts about every 10 -15 minutes. 

It’s important not to over practice as 

this can make you feel tired. 

4. Which player did /do you most 

enjoy watching?

It was Eric Bristow is his pomp, the 

mid 1980’s belonged to him. He 

was one of the reasons I started 

playing darts. The player I most 

enjoy watching now is Michael Van 

Gerwen, he’s exciting and brilliant. 

5. Do you have an unfulfi lled 

ambition in darts?

Yes. I wanted to be a World 

Champion. I reached fi ve semi fi nals 

without ever reaching a fi nal. That’s 

a record no one wants. 

6. What is your favourite event or 

venue?

The Winter Gardens, Blackpool. 

7. Who do you enjoy playing the 

most and why?

I used to enjoy playing John Part 

and Colin Lloyd. Both brilliant 

players, both genuine decent human 

beings, they both also just got on 

with the game...no nonsense. 

8. Who were the key infl uences in 

your darting life/career?

My Dad and circumstances. If my 

Dad Didn’t play I’d have never 

played. If my Dad hadn’t  spent his 

hard earned money on taking me 

around the country as a teenager I’d 

never have been a professional Dart 

player. Luckily for me, my parents 

could a� ord to spend a lot of  

money on me pursuing my hobby, 

that’s the circumstances. 

9. What is your favourite career 

moment so far?

Representing my country, England. 

I won too. An amazing day! A 

memory I’ll cherish for many years. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: TAYLOR LANNING
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“I’d like to get to know them as a 

person.

“It’s not about what we eat or 

what we drink. It’s how we think. 

I hope the other guys are doing 

their job in the mental way that I 

look at it.

“If you want to have a future, 

you’ve got to work hard for it. 

You’ve got to keep your feet on 

the ground, that’s how you are 

going to be a big player. 

“Take it step-by-step, work hard 

for it, be a good personality 

and well, I think the world will 

open itself for you because you 

deserve it.”

Van den Bergh showed 

remarkable resolve throughout 

the tournament. Responding to 

pressure with an outstanding cool 

head. 

Only once the fi nal dart went in 

did he fi nally drop his poker face 

and his hunger for pizza.

He added: “It’s still sinking in, it’s 

a dream come true. 

“I’ve got a great team behind 

me. I have to thank the PDC, 

my manager, my family and one 

who I still see as my coach Kim 

Huybrechts.

“My beautiful girlfriend, she and I 

only got together for one month. 

I think she makes me so happy 

that’s one of the reasons why I 

managed to win this tournament. 

So baby girl thank you very much.

“I’m feeling very ecstatic. Maybe 

I need a few extra days until 

it actually sinks in that I did 

something unbelievable.

“I am a World Matchplay 

champion, I am, I am.

“My money is going to be in my 

mind about the future. I have a 

girlfriend that I want to marry, 

I want to have with her kids, I 

want to live together. I’m thinking 

about my future, so I reckon I 

need a fi nancial advisor.

“But apart from that, I just want 

pizza. I am hungry for pizza with 

a lot of garlic!

“I thought before the fi nal that 

I have automatically qualifi ed 

for the Grand Slam of Darts. I 

was still busy with that I am not 

fi nished in this tournament.

“I was still thinking that I need to 

make my dreams come true. My 

mind was on that.

“Dreams come true I don’t know. I 

am the winner of this tournament. 

Wow. Give me a few extra hours I 

think I need them.

“What a beautiful trophy I have 

in my hands. They call it the 

Phil Taylor Trophy, that man I’ve 

watched him play so many times 

in so many tournaments.

“I see Gary Anderson play in 

tournaments, always been a 

massive fan and I still am. But I’ve 

managed to win against a player 

like that. 

“My family are ecstatic right 

now like I am. They’ve told 

me you always have it in you. 

It’s happening. I’m making my 

dreams come true. Oh my God.

“Especially under pressure I kept 

believing I can do it. Everyone 

knows when I’m playing darts I 

give myself an extra breath, that 

has been working.

“Thanks to Matt Porter and Barry 

Hearn for getting the Matchplay 

on, without you guys I wouldn’t 

be holding this trophy.

“This tournament, this result I will 

never forget it.”

Gary Anderson admits 

that he was “stu� ed” 

by Dimitri van 

den Bergh in his shock 

Matchplay fi nal fl op.

The two-time World 

Champion was a shadow 

of his outstanding 

best against the young 

Belgian at the Marshall 

Arena on Sunday night.

Ando, 49, had spoken all week 

how he had been just managing 

to do enough despite patchy form to get through 

each round.

But he ran out of luck in the fi nal as The 

Dreammaker came of age to dump him 18-10 in a 

fi nal that failed to spark into life.

Anderson admitted: “It didn’t go well. It was 

terrible. Dimitri just stuck and there were two bull 

fi nishes during the game which really hurt.

“Even though he was in the lead at the time when 

he did it, you are thinking that you can still make 

a wee push. I was sitting on 54 and he took out a 

bull fi nish and then a 132 on the bull right on the 

back of it in the next leg. 

“The kid played well all through the week and you 

have to give the credit to him.

“It’s my own fault, so I have three or four weeks 

before we start with another long shift again.

“Even though I got absolutely stu� ed in the Final, 

I’m actually quite happy with how the week went 

overall.

“I arrived on the Friday, I played Saturday and I was 

expecting to be home on the fi rst Sunday. If not 

that but the next game because the preparation 

which I had has not been good.

“But I scraped my way to the Final, which has 

gotten me into the Grand Slam, which is my 

favourite tournament, so I’m over the moon with 

that.

“There will still be chances. It’s on my own 

shoulders. I’m scraping and pushing and it’s now 

up to me whether I want to sort it out, but that 

Final has cheesed me o� . I don’t usually get that 

way, but it was a walkover for Dimitri.”

The iconic Scot did remarkably well to reach the 

fi nal as his big name peers fell earlier like Michael 

van Gerwen, Peter Wright and Rob Cross.

But after two long lay-o� s through injury and 

lockdown over the past two years, Anderson 

admits he has a lot to do to recapture his dominant 

form.

He added: “I’ve got a lot of work in front of me. I 

need to get back onto it and I do think I need to 

change my darts and make them heavier. 

“The ones I am using just now are dropping. They 

are sliding out of my hands. I have hands like a 

builder and it’s not working.

“I need to have a di� erent shape 

of dart, I think. Some people 

say a change can be what you 

need, so I’ll get on the phone to 

the boys and see what they can 

come up with for me.”
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Despite losing the 2020 World Matchplay, 

Gary Anderson has a higher win percentage 

in PDC fi nals than any other player in 

the top ten of the Order of Merit apart 

from Michael Gerwen. Anderson has won 

more than 60% of his fi nals in a career 

overlapping the dominant spells of both 

MvG and Phil Taylor. 

@DartsDatabase

I
t’slike a story right out of The Adventures of TinTin.

But this Belgian tale is of a darting Matchplay Dim 

Win.

Dimitri van den Bergh, 26, soared through the fi eld 

at the Marshall Arena to grab his fi rst-ever major 

title leaving the likes of Michael van Gerwen, Peter 

Wright and Gary Anderson in his wake.

Having KO’d World Champions Adrian Lewis and Glen 

Durrant, he then took a third out in Anderson in a quality 

fi nal display to win 18-10. That was the mayonnaise on 

the frites.

But, perhaps, even cartoonist Hergé couldn’t have 

sketched out this fairytale.

The Antwerp arrower and 100-1 outsider became only 

the second debutant to win the famous old trophy 

and picked up a cool £150,000 - only the 10th victor in 

history - and the fi rst-ever Belgian PDC major winner.

It was glory born in Belgium with a slice of Brummie 

and Bonnie Scotland. Van den Bergh was quick to 

acknowledge the input of manager Mac Elkin and World 

Champion Peter Wright for his advice during lockdown.

He told Darts World: “Whatever I’ve learnt from Peter 

Wright it’s working. Peter and Jo thank you guys!

“Peter was a very big factor. We all got very close when 

I lived with them during lockdown. Not just Jo and Peter, 

also their daughters and son and boyfriends. They have 

all been supporting me.

“Before the fi nal I even got an extra message from Peter. 

I also had messages from Raymond van Barneveld, even 

he was saying that for some reason he was having a 

feeling about me this week.

“During lockdown me and Peter were talking about this 

tournament. 

“He text me before the fi nal and said if you win the 

World Matchplay fi nal the next tournament he plays he 

will be doing a new dance. I said you better be practising 

a new dance because I am here to win this tournament!

“I am now very curious for the next message from him. I 

know he will be replying to me and I want to know what 

this new dance is.”

The Dreammaker is the latest Belgian to turn on the 

sporting style. His idols are top national football side 

stars Kevin De Bruyne, Eden Hazard and Romelu Lukaku.

Now he hopes they’ll be watching him. 

He added: “I hope they will come to watch me. I hope 

to meet all those players because I am a massive fan of 

these guys. I want to be on the table dining with these 

guys.

ANDERSON: I 

WAS STUFFED

In winning the World 

Matchplay, Dimitri became 

only the second player, after 

Nathan Aspinall, to win a 

PDC Development Tour, 

Challenge Tour and Ranking 

Major. At 26, he is also the 

youngest to do it. 

@DartsDatabase
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DIMITRIUMPH!
Belgian kid’s great MK fairytale adventure 

BELGIAN FUN...As dejected Anderson as Dimi throws in fi nal. Right Ando 

gets his temperature checked
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Once upon a time, soft tip darts was regarded as the poor relation of real darts. Here we explore the widespread change in attitude towards soft tip darts and refl ect on how this style of the game now appears to perfectly complement the traditional steel tip equivalent. 

The PDC, in cooperation with various broadcasters, have developed the steel tip game as a product and made it a highly successful and lucrative export. 

However, alongside this, there has also been vast expansion of soft tip darts, chiefl y in Japan and across Asia generally.

The plastic tips, funny knobbly boards, lightweight darts and larger scoring segments seemed to generate a certain snobbery and derision within the darting community. However, with the benefi t of hindsight, this view has not aged well and has proved very short-sighted. 

At this point in time, steel tip darts across Europe was going through something of a lull with the PDC still in its infancy. Players such as Larry Butler and the legendary Paul Lim opted to play some of the BullShooter soft tip events in the USA. 

They supplemented their incomes and even claimed a soft tip World Championship title or two. Subsequently, both Peter Evison and John Part joined in. Darth Maple’s 2008 BullShooter soft tip World Championship title came whilst he was the reigning PDC World Champion, thus achieving the unprecedented feat of simultaneously holding world titles across both forms of the game.

The soft tip format, mainly North American at that time, was not a one-way street, however. Several players have progressed in the opposite direction. 

Notable examples include Darin Young and Mensur Suljovic. Both claimed versions of the soft tip World Championship in the early 2000s before achieving signifi cant success in steel tip darts in the PDC.

By 2011 the game had managed to attract a large following and what would become the Dartslive soft tip system was in put place. 
That year, $1million (HKD) was the fi rst prize for a soft tip World Championship held in Hong Kong. Who should pop up to claim the crown? You guessed it, Paul Lim.

With the game growing so fast in certain regions, there are lucrative commercial gains to be made. Sales of Target’s interactive Nexus board have been high, a contributing factor being its use in many live streamed events involving superstars such as Phil Taylor, Raymond van Barneveld, Fallon Sherrock and Mikuru Suzuki. These events have sought to merge soft tip and steel tip darts in the minds of the public over recent weeks.

So enough of the snobbery! Soft tip darts is accessible, interactive, popular and perfectly suited for the technology-dominated world in which we live. 
WORDS: JR Lott and James Lincoln. 

IT’S SOFT TIP 
OF THE POPS
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three World 
Champion 
legends, a rat 
and snake.

If they were walking into a pub, you’d think it was the beginning of a joke.

But this is one the most remarkable stories in 
darting folklore. 
Paul Lim has been at the very top of the oche for 40 years. Now aged 66, the Singaporean Slinger has shown ‘em all how it’s done over the years.

No other player on the 
planet can boast to have gone toe-to-toe with 
the likes of Eric Bristow, John Lowe, Jocky Wilson, Gary Anderson and Peter Wright.

But Lim has most recently dumped Scotland out of the World Cup prior to their success of last year and also come within one dart of two remarkable World Championship nine-darters in di¡ erent codes, almost 30 years apart.
However, the most 
notorious of all stories was when Lim treated his old rivals to a slap up meal to show o¡  his culinary skills.
That’s when he cooked up rat and snake for his pals Brissy, Lowey and Jocky…

He revealed: “My darts 
career started by accident really in London when I was training to be a chef.
“My fl atmates got me to go to the pub with them all the time but I’ve never been a big drinker so instead I just played darts.

“I got to a decent level, 
then played on TV facing the likes of Lowe, Bristow and Jocky. John and Eric liked my food back then, no matter what it was.

“I’m a trained chef in 
French cooking, so no more rat or snake now! It would have to be only ratatouille!”
Lim has a CV longer than a python taking a morning stretch. He has played for THREE di¡ erent countries at the World Cup – 

beginning with Papua New Guinea before joining the USA and now representing his birth nation, Singapore.
Lim also became the only player to hit a perfect leg on the BBC – six years 
after Old Stoneface Lowe produced the fi rst-ever TV nine-darter on World of Sport.

But Lowe, who played 
against Lim in his fi rst 
World Cup and went on to beat him in fi ve World Championships, reckons any opponent should 
beware the trained cordon 

Snake, rattle 
and spring roll

The night legend Lim 
cooked up a shocker

bleu chef – after he cooked rat and ordered snake for him and Eric Bristow.

He said: “I’ve known Paul for 45 years and he’s a great bloke. On his day he can beat anyone in the world.
“He’s also a real character. He told Eric and I and a few of the other players that he would cook for us one time in his restaurant.
“It was a feast, amazing stu¡ . We ate the lot – then afterwards he told us it was cooked rat!
“Another time he took me to a 

restaurant in Singapore and they served us snake. There were poisonous snakes hanging from poles and we chose one.
“They cut it up in front of us and took out the poison, cooked it and actually it was nice, tasting like lobster.

“But Paul’s also a good player. He’s beaten all the top boys and anyone who can hit a TV nine-darter has tons of ability.
“If Paul is in the mood then he could make them sweat, on the oche or in the kitchen.”
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World Champ Warren 

backs exciting new start 

for amateurs but it’s a 

sad demise of the BDO

T
hese are worrying times for the 

longest active major tournaments 

on the darting calendar.

With BDO Enterprises Ltd set to 

enter liquidation at the start of this 

month, it leaves the fate of their 

three major televised events in real trouble.

Putting the World Trophy, fi rst held in 2014, 

to one side, the BDO’s other two fl agship 

tournaments, the World Masters, and its own 

World Championship, are steeped in history.

The World Masters predates the World 

Championship, with its fi rst staging back in 

1974, four years before Leighton Rees would 

crown himself the organisation’s inaugural 

world champion.

For more than 40 years, these two events 

have been staples in any darts fans’ diary, but 

their days, in its current guise under the BDO 

anyway, look numbered.

I had the fortune of being in attendance at the 

last World Masters, and at the fi nal day of the 

most recent World Championship, in January, 

and interviewing the men’s champions.

Following John O’Shea’s triumph at the Circus 

Tavern is a memory which will stay with me for 

a very long time.

Listening to the struggles that the Irishman had 

been through o�  the oche with injuries, which 

almost forced him to quit the sport, and then 

to have that fairy-tale moment of becoming a 

major champion provided a heart-warming end 

to what had been a controversial week.

The re-draw on the fi rst day of the World 

Masters damaged the reputation of the long-

standing tournament, and only a few months 

later the World Championship did not play out 

without its own problems.

Wayne Warren, at 57, became the oldest 

winner of the World Championship, again 

another touching story, as he refl ected on his 

victory in the fi nal with tears in his eyes to me 

in the players’ room at the Indigo.

A dream fulfi lled to win a world title, but the 

previous year’s top prize of £100,000 it was 

soon revealed had been slashed to £23,000 - 

its lowest fi gure since 1989.

The BDO has attracted plenty of headlines 

over the last 12 months, but not for the right 

reasons. The Covid-19 pandemic has put the 

sport on hold, and in late May the BDO’s 

website, with no accompanying announcement, 

updated its diary with ‘cancelled’ next to 

this year’s World Trophy (August 28-30), 

World Masters (October 21-25) and World 

Championship Qualifi ers (October 26).

Now its future in staging major events nears 

its sad conclusion, the hope is that another 

organisation, perhaps the WDF, can resurrect 

these prestigious events.

BY ALEX MOSS 
(THE WEEKLY DARTSCAST)

Championships (premier events). Four premier events are 

planned for the fi rst year.

The MAD Regional Championships is a weighted ranking 

system giving all local level darts league players a great chance 

to qualify for their Local Region and Super Region, with a 

seamless live time league system. 

MAD Major Championships will help all organisers of Darts 

Open events add value to each and every event they run, 

creating a buzz around the Global Darts Open Circuit as 

players chase points to qualify for the ultimate title of the MAD 

Darts World Champion.

There are 16 Distinct Super Regions - Franchises and 16 

Regions in each Super Region - local league areas.

Each local league depending on location will join the relevant 

local Region. The league system breaks the UK up into 16 

distinct Super Regions, each Super Region has 16 “regions” 

that each local league will attach too.

The MAD Regional Championships is a unique double ranking 

system that removes all the administrative nightmares of 

running local darts leagues allowing players to see exactly 

where they stand in both their local league and UK region.

The blueprint reveals: “MAD Darts is dedicated to support and 

modernise local level darts for the amateur player. 

“MAD will bring a level of integration, excitement and an 

accessible ranking system never seen before to engage open 

event organisers, teams, captains, secretaries, local players 

and anyone interested in picking up a set of darts so they can 

easily integrate with any Darts Team or Open event and really 

enjoy the game.

“MAD is happy to engage and work alongside all current darts 

organisations. MAD will work with players and events, investing 

its strategic knowledge and technology in the game at the 

local level. 

“Helping to create more opportunities for local players who 

may or may not want to move into the professional ranks.

“By applying decades of local level darts experience and 

implementing cutting edge technology to revolutionise the 

amateur game, MAD will create the most transparent and 

united organisation that every dart player will be proud to be a 

member of.”

To keep up to date with everything MAD visit;

@O�  cialMAD180

FB - MAD Darts

R
eigning BDO World Champion Wayne 

Warren has backed the Modern 

Amateur Darts future of the sport.

The South Wales legend has had 

enough of the politics and his reign as 

World Champion being surrounded in 

such public controversy.

Warren revealed: “I’ve spoken with Steve Brown 

at MAD darts and his vision and ideas for darts 

players are amazing. 

“He is exactly what the game needs to make the 

grassroots game what we know it can be and he 

has my full support and backing as a MAD player, 

as who knows with some good luck on darts 

events getting back to normal it would be amazing 

to become the fi rst-ever MAD World Champion.

“It was extremely special to be recognised so 

highly by Steve in our fi rst phone call with him 

making me a MAD Icon, I was speechless really as 

that’s more support in one call than I’ve had from 

any other darts people.”

The MAD organisation is the brainchild of Junior 

Darts Corporation Chairmen and PDC Pro Tour 

player Brown.

He added: “I just couldn’t take any more of the 

state that grassroots darts has become so I had to 

act to help us all save the game and make it what 

we know it should be, in line with so many other 

sports. 

“Darts has been my entire life so this is a real 

passion play that we hope everyone can get 

behind and leave the politics at the door.”

The MAD darts system will start in the UK with 16 

Super regions but has global franchise ambitions 

so that the game can be grown in every country 

no matter the size, all run by the latest in modern 

technology for scoring and running the local 

league and open darts events.

Brown added that MAD will increase the Icon 

branding. He said: “MAD will have several icons 

who have achieved huge things in our game 

and we will always respect their world-class 

quality by means of event entries, exhibitions, 

and full promotional support so they can bring 

that stardust e� ect to all our events and show 

everyone what kind of pathway that MAD o� ers 

people basically from Pub-to-Pro if they so wish.”

The new organisation is based entirely around 

two ranking systems; The MAD Regional 

Championships (local) and MAD Major 

From
MAD
to worse
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W ell folks, here we are 
again! Not only is 
writing my column 
beginning to be part 
of a routine, so is 
everything else. The Groundhog Days really can merge into each other in these tough times. However, mustn’t grumble we are far luckier than many and I have darts to keep me focused.

The singles league, that both myself 
and Deadshot Jnr play in, switched to a remote format quite quickly. It took a bit of readjustment but it’s working well. Two other remote leagues cropped up and soon I had a decent amount of match practise.

Joining the JDC’s Virtual program has added a new element to the remote darts routine. Many of the ‘passports’ are similar to my training routines and I hope to make 
their fi nals in Gibraltar.

We play quite a lot together as 
a household and I stay in regular 
touch with my coach. Overall, it’s 
been a pretty e� ective way to 
‘stay in shape’, sadly, it might 
be the only shape I have 
stayed in!

Playing in near silence, 
on the internet, with no 
audience reminds me 
of The Championship 
of Darts which the 
PDC initiated in 2008. The event, held in a Crondon hotel, was the fi rst professional event to be streamed live. It was played in group stages with prize money awarded for every leg won.

Several bookmakers took the stream and it was viewable on PDC TV. As a result the players were separated from the action space until our game. Most of the time you could hear a pin drop and it was certainly a bit di� erent. But the event suited me, I could zone in on the board and just concentrate. Still, I would say that wouldn’t I, I won the title in 2009 beating “The Power” himself in the fi nal.

You can count those who have defeated Phil, in a screened fi nal, on two hands. The fi nal can be found on a certain popular video site and still stands up as a cracking game 

of darts. I recall there only one leg over 15 darts. Phil was having to hit twelve darters to stay in it!

Earlier in the day while other players, were counting their winnings, I stated to my travelling partner, “I’m gonna win this today”. You could even say that ‘The Wizard’ was amongst the pioneers of internet darts!
Speaking of playing to silence, there are rumours that this year’s World Matchplay might be played behind closed doors. Although this may be unavoidable, it would also be very sad. Blackpool is special to darts fans, and many players, the main reason being the atmosphere. The Winter Gardens is quite small, with a big crowd and huge volume levels. It can be literally hair raising.

On a personal level the Matchplay was a non-starter for me. In seven attempts I made it past the fi rst round exactly 
once. Guess who was waiting in the 

last 16. Yep, Phil Taylor, let’s just 
say it did not go as well as in 

the CoD fi nal!

So, here’s hoping that 
things can back to some 
normality soon and that 
the Winter Gardens will 
be in full voice, with its 

strong Scottish accent, 
by 2021!

In the meantime, ’The Wizard’ recommends as much fun darts as you can manage.
It’s good for you and for those you enjoy spending time with.

It’s back to the remote events for me, it’s the North East Dart Promotions and Stuart Kellett’s events this week, with the strong hope that we will be back playing PDC tour darts very soon.

#StayStrong #PlayDarts #UTB

The Wizard!

————————

Colin Osborne is a multiple PDC title winner and former UK Open fi nalist.
@colozzy180

FB: Colin The Wizard Osborne Fan Page

WHEN VIRTUAL BECAME A REALITY…

training routines and I hope to make 
their fi nals in Gibraltar.

We play quite a lot together as 
a household and I stay in regular 
touch with my coach. Overall, it’s 
been a pretty e� ective way to 
‘stay in shape’, sadly, it might 
be the only shape I have 

Playing in near silence, 
on the internet, with no 

On a personal level the Matchplay was 
On a personal level the Matchplay was a non-starter for me. In seven attempts 
a non-starter for me. In seven attempts I made it past the fi rst round exactly 
I made it past the fi rst round exactly 
once. Guess who was waiting in the 

last 16. Yep, Phil Taylor, let’s just 
say it did not go as well as in 

the CoD fi nal!

So, here’s hoping that 
things can back to some 
normality soon and that 
the Winter Gardens will 
be in full voice, with its 

strong Scottish accent, 

W elcome readers, to the inaugural column focusing on darts in the Channel Islands of Guernsey and Jersey. 

The sport is really on the up in the region and there are many fi ne players across both islands, and I look forward to bringing their achievements to the attention of the wider darting community throughout the coming months.With the Covid-19 pandemic still a� ecting everyone, sadly there has been little or no action on Jersey, both in the local leagues as well as at representative level. The annual Inter-Insular challenge match with Guernsey that was due to be held in April has been put back to April 2021 with Guernsey as the hosts, along with the Islands Knockout that was scheduled the night before the main match. 
Additionally, with the WDF Europe Cup scheduled for later in the year also falls by the wayside, the Jersey darters will have to wait a bit longer before returning to action in anything other than remote matches.
It’s a di� erent situation on Guernsey however, as they have now exited lockdown. Just before restrictions came into force, the Green Army were given a real boost, as the combination of Ken Waters and Mark Fletcher saw o�  a high quality fi eld to take the Pairs title at the Isle of Man Festival. 

The win was achieved in fi ne style. What proved to be the fi nal leg began with seven perfect darts and only three more were required for the historic win.
The Western Individual League has taken advantage of the easing of lockdown and held its presentation night for the recent winter season. 
The campaign was a vintage one for Paul Poullain, who took the First Division title, ahead of Terry King. There was nothing to separate them in the 180’s department either with 8 each. Ken Waters took the honours for the most 106’s. 

The highest checkout went to Neil Hutchinson, courtesy of a 164, and Poullain snared another prize, with the best leg, a 12 darter.
Division Two was totally dominated by Steve Woods, who achieved a clean sweep. As well as taking the 

title, he also bagged the other awards – hitting four maximums and 51 100s. He was no slouch on the outer ring either, cracking in a 114 for the top checkout accompanied with a 17 dart leg. Chris Hamon got in on the act, taking the runner-up spot in the league.The competitions saw the trophies shared out. The Lottery mixed pairs saw Neil Hutchinson and Caroline La Touche get the better of Simon de la Mare and his partner Tina Enevoldsen. 
The Pairs o� ers a slightly di� erent take on things, with each tandem consisting of a player each from the First and Second Divisions.  
Neil Hutchinson once again ended up in the winners enclosure, this time with Tracy Ingrouille, who defeated Michael Ogier and Chris Pinsard in the Final.
Shane Loveridge took the Ladies title, with the talented youngster Gigi Fletcher taking second place. 
The Men’s crown went to Kyle Hutchinson, with Darren Luxton falling at the last hurdle.
After the presentation had concluded, 29 runners went to post for a handicap knockout. In the preliminaries, Alex Rosamond reeled in the big fi sh, cracking home his 170 checkout en route to taking the board fi nal, before exiting at the last four at the hands of Mark Fletcher. He was joined in the fi nal by Lee Smith, who overcame the challenge of Ken Waters in the other semi fi nal.  The best of seven fi nal only went the minimum trip, as Fletcher hit 17 and 18 dart legs (including a 100 leg winner) for the 4-0 victory.

At the time of writing, Guernsey are fi nalising the touches of their application to join neighbours Jersey in the WDF.  

The Herm Open, which was such a success in its fi rst year in 2019, has been pencilled in for mid-October and again should hopefully see many of the best players from the Channel Islands in attendance along with some others who will be making the trip from the UK mainland.  The future is looking exciting for Guernsey Darts indeed with other plans in the pipeline, which will be revealed in next month’s column if all comes to fruition, and once Jersey are back up and running it should see players on both islands showcasing their talents for all to see. “The Pearly King” (supported by Smilers Ltd)

I S L A N D 
HOPPERS
PHOTOGRAPHY: TAYLOR LANNING
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Could the darts industry boom or will more 
cautious voices prevail? 

Here we are, back in the Boardroom, where we look at the inside of the business of our game. In more normal times this column looks the business of darts and the development of our game. Since the very beginning, and like most popular sports, darts has been a partnership between players, fans, media and manufacturers. 
Each plays an important role and if one su� ers then the knock-on e� ects hit the others like dominoes on ‘record breakers’. 
You may think then that Covid-19 would have been a hammer blow to our industry. 
Amazingly this does not seem to have been the case. In fact, darts may be one of the few sports sectors to benefi t from the virus lockdown. Even the BBC have carried reports of darts experiencing Christmas level orders, with a major manufacturer admitting “it’s gone completely crazy, we don’t have this level of demand for a major product launch or even a new player signing”. 

The Boardroom has heard tales of sta�  members having stock in their garages or spare rooms, in order to be able to work from home, and of empty warehouses due to recent demand. 
Overall, many of the major brands adapted well and, importantly, have been seen to look after their sta� , players and customers. Many deserve huge credit. 
One early casualty of the aftermath might be ‘managed’ players. 
At least one major promoter/manager is set to revamp their company model to accommodate the new ‘remote style’ events. More than one stable of players may well be dramatically cut, with the younger, unproven players being especially vulnerable.

It would be no surprise if leading brands also look to reduce the size of their commitments to players especially those in faraway lands or those outside the elite echelon. 
The Boardroom are, however, also beginning to hear rumours of a major exodus from one major manufacturer. Some were much slower than others getting ahead of the virus and its related di«  culties.

A business insider said: “the virus a� ected some companies more than others” some have Chinese supply chains and/or don’t hold much stock” he also added “it’s often the biggest names that are slowest to adapt to change”. Fans, on the other hand, may be a major benefi ciary of the ‘brave new world’ with a plethora of new events that are free to watch, via streaming sites, apps and other media, along with a re-scheduling of many events in the later part of this year or even early in 2021. To quote Gary Anderson: “you wonder if there will be enough hours in the day for all of it”. Broadcasters and the wider media, including magazines and websites, will be faced with the challenge of covering this huge rush of events, and keeping the fans up to date and entertained, while not saturating what was already a busy market. 
Yet more interesting times will come when renewal dates arrive for TV rights deals. Will darts’ value have increased? Or will the PDC’s brand value have been diluted by the various new products available? 

These are exciting, yet complex, times for our business. Will fortune favour the brave? Or will ‘steady as she goes’ be the order of the day? 

THE 
BOARDROOM

T
his month will be the launch of the New 

Darts World and new editors as some of 

them have gone on to pastures new, I shall 

still be writing column in the darts world as I 

have done for over 20 years after I fi rst was 

contacted by Jan Whiley and asked if I would 

like to continue her space in Darts World and with the 

help from Sheila Handley.

I fi rst started doing my columns about darts around 

the country and all over the world I wrote for London, 

Middlesex, Kent and now Surrey, and many 

other subjects. 

Controversial sometimes but the truth has 

to be told and the best way to do that is 

through Darts World. Like it or not people, 

darters need to know what is happening.

With the lockdown there really is not 

much to write about, even though darts 

is still been played remotely and so many 

games it is just not the same as being their 

watching and reporting.

So like me, I am sure that so many o�  us 

want to come back into the darting scene in 

a virus free environment, things have been 

so hard for a lot of top darters, so once 

this is all over we can get back to some 

normality.

The BDO is really struggling at this present 

time and to be honest none of us know 

what the future is going to be. 

We have the Tri-Nations, The UKDA and yes 

even the BDO, all three organisations trying 

to outwit each other someone has to win 

and let’s hope that players and counties 

vote for the organisations that they feel will 

keep and nurture grass roots darts. 

Once we have more information, I shall be 

writing about this in my next column there 

is so much more that should be said but 

alas not at this time.

Till the next time, yours in the sport of darts.

Liz Fletcher-Wright

Surrey

AS we see a slight glimmer of light at the end of the 

lockdown, a few of our youth players have been getting 

involved in online darts to keep things as competitive 

as possible so they will be ready when we get back to 

normality.

Even the seniors have been having a go with some of the 

super league players doing comps along side our ladies 

super league players.

Although you may think with lockdown nothing’s 

happening but you would think wrong because we are all 

busy getting things ready for when things kick o�  again. 

We’ve been keeping all the youth players up to date with 

what’s going on and getting other things in place so we 

hit the ground running and our shop will be fully stocked. 

We have also been trying to get stu�  in place so we 

can get fund raising from the start so we have all been 

keeping busy.

On the senior front we’ve been having discussions, 

and hopefully we will soon be having a 

conference meeting, to sort out the future 

as all counties are with the situation we our 

county set up.

So with in reason it’s business as usual and 

certainly not resting but making the most 

of the spare time. Hopefully next month we 

have more to report.

David Dudeney

Sussex

A POSITIVE note to start with, Essex 

retained their position in the BICC Premier 

following the premature end with two 

matches still to play, which is what Essex 

had set out to do at the start of the season. 

The season was always going to be di�  cult 

one with a new Men’s Team Manager, Tony 

Osborne, and a second year for Jan Pearce 

in charge of the Ladies, who have a small 

Superleague to select players from. 

Both wish to thank their players for their 

commitment and attitude on representing 

Essex all over the country, win or lose, all 

players done the county proud.

Congratulations to Richie Howson who 

fi nished our Male Player of the season with 

6 wins from 7 and to Stacey Ellis our Female 

Player of the season with 5wins from 7.

A massive thank you to all the o�  cials who 

help make Essex the envy of most other 

counties for the hard work and dedication 

week in week out, and not forgetting our sponsors, 

Chelmsford Social Club. 

When the new season starts, hopefully all players  will 

commit to making themselves available for selection as 

we look to improve as a unit and move up the league 

table getting  closer to the top teams where we belong.

Finally, stay safe and well in these tough times, hopefully 

it won’t be too long before we’re all back playing the 

game we love.

Kevin Stammers

Essex 

S
adly, many darts leagues, competitions, 

and exhibitions have fallen by the wayside 

because of the horrifi c Coronavirus Covid-19 

outbreak, but none was more a� ected than 

the BDO Inter-County Championships.

 As a result of the virus, it has was decided 

that, after all the battling for divisional titles and 

promotion, fi ghting against relegation and all the hard 

work (and expense) that went into playing the fi rst seven 

fi xtures, the last two will now not be played and the 

season has been brought to a close and made null and 

void.

WARWICKSHIRE  were well on course to fi nish third in 

the Premier Division their highest position since the 2013 

– 2014 season. Their campaign ended with them having a 

total of 151 points some fi fteen more than fourth-placed 

Glamorgan and only six behind second in the table 

Lancashire.

In addition to the disappointment of the season-ending, 

there has been more bad news for Warwickshire, with 

a spate of retirements and resignations, as can be seen 

from the letter posted on their website.

WEST MIDLANDS, in Division One, will probably be the 

most disappointed and had the most to lose as at the 

close of play they were placed third in the division, level 

on 154 points with second in the table London. They 

were set to meet in the next and penultimate fi xture, 

and would then end the campaign with an away game 

against divisional leaders Cheshire. They were just one 

point better o�  than the West Midlands, so promotion to 

the Premier Division was still very much a possibility.

DERBYSHIRE, in Division Three, after a poor start to the 

season whereby they lost the opening two fi xtures then 

rallied to win the following fi ve to put them in with an 

outside chance of promotion. Albeit they were some 13 

points short of second in the table Merseyside and 14 

behind leaders Cleveland who they would have played 

at home in the fi nal game of the season, a game which 

could quite well have decided who went up.

SHROPSHIRE’S fi nal two fi xtures in division four would 

have been a home tie with bottom of the table Isle of 

Wight and fi nally an away game against high-riding 

Northumberland who were third in the table. However, 

despite being placed eighth Shropshire with a total 

of 126 points were only seven short of fourth-placed 

Breconshire and so could still have fi nished the season 

in a very respectable and lofty position, possibly their 

highest since fi nishing sixth in the 2015 - 2016 season.

COUNTY LEGEND STEPS DOWN FROM DUTY

Brian Johnson, the Warwickshire County 

Secretary for the last 35 years, has decided to 

call it a day from Senior Executive duty. 

Brian feels that he has given his all and wishes 

for someone else to take the reins after his 

mammoth spell. 

Johnson has been an o�  cial since the very 

start of the BICC and BDO era. This will be a 

sad loss to all at the County but the Executive 

understood the reasons why and immediately 

installed Brian as Life President. 

Brian still feels that he will be attending fi xtures 

but will remain in the seating areas watching 

the games. 

“Brian you are a Legend to this County and 

if not for your sterling work the Organisation 

would not be here amongst the very best. Good Luck in 

your retirement”. 

Meanwhile, Warwickshire o�  cials are working on fi nding 

a suitable person to take over.

The County, whilst reeling from the decision from Brian, 

have also received resignations from three other o�  cials: 

Ken Hinde has decided to call it a day after a spell of 12 

years back on the committee. Ken recalls when he took 

over a Superleague team in the Lythalls Lane club in 

1979 and ran a very successful Coventry side throughout, 

he then returned in 2009 in the same club although 

named di� erently the Cherry Tree Club once again very 

successful with many titles to his Coventry Teams. 

We take this opportunity to thank Ken for his hard work 

during both spells and his outstanding knowledge of the 

game. Good Luck Ken.

In a third departure, we lose (Men’s Team Manager) 

Steve Crowther who resigns his position after a spell of 

13 years at the helm. 

Steve has helped to nurture many of the Counties players 

and was obviously instrumental in seeing the Men’s A 

team take top spot in the last season. 

Thank You, Steve, for your graft within the County 

organisation, where o� ering the venue for us to use over 

many years. Good Luck, Steve.

Fourthly we lose (Ladies Team Manager) Sue Gulliver 

who resigns after some seven years where she has built 

up a squad that is once again starting to believe in itself 

and produce some sterling performances. 

Sue is staying on as a player and one that has recently 

seen her performances gain her international recognition 

once again. 

Warwickshire thank all the above o�  cials and wish them 

the very best going forward.

As we can all see these have hit the County very hard 

and with the BICC season halted and new season 

awaiting once Government guidelines allow. The 

positions are now waiting to be fi lled and the County 

is working hard behind the scenes to make the correct 

decisions.

Alan Towe (@toweminator)

Alan has been writing about darts for over 45 years. In 

addition he is quickly becoming our go to archivist.

C O U N T Y 
L I N E S

DW stalwart Alan Towe rounds-up all the 

action plus news from 

around the UK…and beyond!

AROUND 
THE CIRCUIT

(Surrey & Grassroots)
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ON TOUR

ON TOUR 2

I n Germany many tournaments were cancelled or postponed due to the spread of the Coronavirus,as it was also the case in many other countries. The German Darts Association (DDV) even stopped
the game operation completely and ended the season early. But with a good organisation, PDC Europe has managed to run the Superleague and also fi nd innovative ways to let fans experience darts up close again.

The start of this year was one like never before. Strict regulations to control the spread of the virus also had a major impact on darts. From the beginning of April, tournaments were cancelled almost daily. And all over the world.

In Germany it was clear that the Superleague could not be fi nished normally. Only one tournament weekend of fi ve has been played to date. The PDC Europe worked on this for a few weeks and fi nally developed a concept for determining the World Championship participant. The government accepted it. Within four weeks, a total of 112 games were played. The top eight then competed in the playo� s the following weekend. Nico Kurz prevailed against Kevin Münch, Gabriel Clemens andDragutin Horvat, thus securing the world championship ticket. The very strange conditions did not bother him.

The PDC Europe then made the so-called Drive-In Darts Gala possible, where a maximum of four people watched in more than 300 cars, such as Van Gerwen and Van Barneveld played on a big stage. The vehicles in the front rows were even washed by the two very personally with a lot of fun and joy.
Meanwhile, the DDV has completely cancelled the game operation. From April to August no tournaments have been played and will not be played. The new season is expected to start in September. Only one tournament with 29 players was organised over the Internet. That’s all. In addition, the DDV issued an explicit warning at the end of May to the clubs that had planned to start playing in their club pubs again.

The di� erence between the two organisations is quite large. The PDC Europe was very innovative and with hard work managed to o� er the players again the competition and the fans the entertainment, in contrast to the DDV, which went very carefully and slowly to the thing.

But one thing is clear. Everybody wants to play darts again. Everybody wants to watch darts again. It is not individual people or organisations who are responsible for this, but the government, which is responsible for the well-being of the country.
Twitter @ewh27

O U B L E   
EUTSCH 

Elias Wilhelm on the German scene…

D
A s competitive 

PDC darts 
made its 
return after 

a three-month break, 
the PDC ProTour resumed as the PDC Summer Series took place at Arena MK in Milton Keynes.
Five Players Championship events (9-13) were played out on consecutive days in a socially distant manner. 
It came as no surprise that the two best players in the world dominated proceedings over the fi ve day period. In fact, Michael van Gerwen and World Champion, Peter Wright contested the fi nal of the opening event.

It was a real spectacle, as you’d expect from the fi nest two players in world darts. In a topsy-turvy a� air, the World No.1 stole the match away from Snakebite, who fought back from 5-2 behind to open up a 7-5 lead and on the brink of victory - only for the green machine to reel o�  three straight legs in 15, 14 & 15 darts to take the title.

Day Two was another event that provided moments of real quality. Gerwyn 
Price produced the 
performance of 
the day, seeing 
o�  Ireland’s Steve 
Lennon 6-0 with 
an astonishing 115.6 
average.

But surprisingly, it was 
Newcastle’s Ryan Joyce (pictured right) who tore his way through the fi eld to clinch his fi rst-ever PDC title. 
Joyce, who reached the quarter-fi nals at the World Championship on debut, saw o�  a series of high-quality opponents such as Andy Hamilton (6-4), Luke Humphries (6-3), Chris Dobey (6-4), Madars Razma (6-5), Glen Durrant (6-5), Gary Anderson (7-3) before producing a magnifi cent display against Dave Chisnall in the fi nal, coming back from 7-3 behind to reel o�  fi ve legs on-the-spin to amazingly topple the former two-time World Grand Prix fi nalist.

Day three saw the World No.1 Michael van Gerwen return to the winners circle just 48 hours after winning Players Championship nine. The three-time world champion saw o�  Portugal’s Jose de Sousa, who was in search of his third PDC pro-tour win.
Van Gerwen himself was involved in arguably the game of the day in a 6-4 win over Chris Dobey, in which both 

players averaged over 106. Rivalling that particular tussle was another incredibly-contested battle as Danny Noppert amazingly averaged 109.3 despite losing out 6-4 to De Sousa, who averaged 107.4 himself.
The penultimate PDC Summer Series event belonged to The Machine, James Wade. The multiple major winner saw o�  Rob Cross in convincing fashion to claim the title with an 8-3 win.

Cross produced some captivating displays, including an 110 average in his 7-2 win over Mensur Suljovic in the semi-fi nals, which included a majestic nine-dart leg with a slightly unconventional checkout to achieve perfection.

In the fi nal event of the fi ve-part series, it was Snakebite, Peter Wright who blew apart the fi eld to claim the title after reaching the fi nal on the opening day.

Snakebite, who impressively started the day o�  
marking a fi rst-round 
match between 
Jelle Klaasen and 
Adam Hunt due to 
receiving a fi rst-
round bye following 
the withdrawals of 

Jamie Lewis and Luke Humphries.
Wright saw o�  the likes of Jelle Klaasen (6-4), Darren Webster (6-2), Brendan Dolan (6-1), Nathan Aspinall (6-5), Wayne Jones (7-2) before a defi ant win over Welshman Gerwyn Price.

But, the game of the day and possibly even 2020 so far was without doubt the semi-fi nal clash between Devon Petersen and Gerwyn Price. It was a match that was littered with quality from start-to-fi nish.
Sensationally, Petersen averaged a whopping 113.5 despite defeat, in which the South African missed one match-dart in the decider. It was a battle that had everything - maximums galore, a 170 fi nish from Petersen, very high averages and real moments of quality.

Additionally, the second nine-dart leg on the Summer Series was struck by none other than the Demolition Man, Darren Webster, who struck perfection during a 6-1 win over Belgium’s Kim Huybrechts in the opening round.

IT’S ALL OK
IN UK AT MKDue to the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic, the regular 

Development Tour season was cut short earlier this year, but the opening weekend was able to take place all the way back in February at Halle 39 in Hildesheim.

The PDC Development Tour consists of players between the ages of sixteen and twenty-three with a mixture of famous names and up-coming talent. 2019 had seen Ted Evetts dominate the
Development Tour in winning eight of the sixteen events he took part in and in fact, he picked up at least one event each day he played.
‘Super Ted’ was, however, unable to end the season by winning the PDC World Youth Championship, which consists of the top 64 of the Development Tour Order of Merit following the fi nal event of the year plus a number of overseas qualifi ers. That title was picked up by Luke Humphries in defeating Adam Gawlas 6-0 in the fi nal which took place at Butlins Minehead during the Players Championship Finals.

The opening Development Tour event of the year was won by Dutchman Berry Van Peer in defeating Germany’s Martin Schindler 5-1 in the fi nal. That was Van Peer’s fourth Development title of his career having picked up two in 2015 and another in 2018 and is well known for su� ering from dartitis during the 2017 Grand Slam of Darts.
The fi rst day concluded with Englishman Ryan Meikle winning the second event, defeating fellow Tour Card holder Niels Zonneveld (5-3) in the fi nal. The win was Meikle’s fi fth Development Tour title of his career and keeping up the record of picking up at least one title in the past 4 years.

Day two’s fi rst competition was won by Ryan Meikle. Doubling up for the weekend and winning back to back titles in defeating Germany’s Nico Kurz 5-3 in the fi nal. A sixth career Development Tour title and the fi rst time he has won two over the same weekend.
The fi nal event of the weekend was won by Dutchman Wessel Nijman in picking up a second career Development Tour title in defeating Martin Schindler (5-3) in the fi nal and condemning the German ‘Wall’ to another fi nal defeat from the opening weekend of action.

The weekend also included surprise package Dom Taylor reach three Semi-Finals from the four events and was denied by Martin Schindler (twice) and Ryan Meikle. It was a disappointing opening weekend for Ted Evetts having only cashed in two of the four events in making a semi-fi nal and a last 16 appearance on day one, but by the second day, it was back to back earlier round exits, not cashing in either event.
It looks highly unlikely, by the time of going to press, that there will be any Development Tour action for the remaining of 2020 but hopes are high of a return next year..

WORDS: Development Tour player 
Joe Williams (@Jowillo180).

2020 PDC 
DEVELOPMENT TOUR 

REVIEW...SO FAR
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As the coronavirus 

pandemic has left 

the world with 

a real shortage of live 

sport, the Championship 

Darts Circuit has ‘moved 

with the times’ as the 

North American-based 

darts corporation set up 

their very own darts at 

home league, the CDC 

Championship League. 

Canada’s Kiley Edmunds 

picked up the inaugural 

title, defeating Gary 

Mawson in the fi nal. 

Despite fi nishing fourth 

in the Canadian Division 

and seven points adrift 

of Matt Campbell, who 

topped the league 

phase from a Canadian 

perspective, the CDC 

Tour event fi nalist took 

full advantage of the 

tournament’s criteria.

Following the CDC 

Championship League, it 

was announced on social 

media that the third 

weekend on the CDC 

tour, due to be played in 

Denver, Colorado, was to 

be cancelled. 

The CDC’s CEO, Peter 

Citera released the 

following statement:

“Due to the continued 

uncertainty a� ecting 

North America 

surrounding the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we 

have made the decision 

to cancel the upcoming 

events originally 

scheduled to be held in 

Denver July 10th – 12th. 

“All outstanding 

registration fees from 

Tour Card Holders will be 

refunded via cheque by 

the end of June. 

“We are currently 

exploring the possibility 

of holding two event 

weekends (one in each 

country) in late summer 

or fall. More information 

on the remainder of 2020 

will follow in the coming 

weeks. Please watch 

www.champdarts,com 

and follow all of our 

social media properties 

as we will share 

information on all the 

CDC tours (Main, Junior, 

and Evolution) when it 

becomes available.

“In the meantime, we 

look forward to bringing 

you Series #2 of the CDC 

Championship League 

that will feature seven 

US and Canadian players 

in a seven-week season 

with one weekly featured 

match from each 

country; details will be 

announced in June. 

Additionally, we’ll 

continue with our 

giveaways of dart-

related merchandise 

and memorabilia 

made possible by 

the generosity of our 

wonderful sponsors. 

“Thank you for your 

continued support of 

Championship Darts 

Corporation and the 

Championship Darts 

Circuit. Please stay safe 

and healthy, we look 

forward to seeing you 

on the oche and the 

Livestream just as soon 

as circumstances allow.”

On the back of Mr 

Citera’s statement that 

leaves a degree of 

excitement prior to the 

Championship League 

announcement in a few 

weeks time. But, in the 

mean time, the CDC 

already have something 

else up their sleeves.. 

Keeping North America 

entertained, the CDC 

announced the ‘Next 

Generation Showcase’ 

featuring some of the 

most talented young 

players in North America, 

which kicked o�  on 

June 3. 

Separated into two 

divisions, CDC Junior 

Division &amp; CDC 

Evolution Division, Kaden 

Anderson, Jamison 

Merritt, PJ Stewart, 

James Butler, Keifer 

Durham, Gavin Nicoll, 

Jacob Womack and Joey 

Lynaugh battled it out for 

a place in the play-o� s. 

Following two hotly-

contested group phases, 

Peter Stewart Jr joined 

Jamison Merritt in the 

Junior Division play-

o� s with Womack and 

Durham contesting the 

Evolution Division play-

o� s.

Stewart Jr managed 

to remain focused to 

see out a hard- fought 

7-6 victory over Merritt 

in a game which saw 

Merritt spurn several 

opportunities to take the 

Junior Division title.

In the Evolution Division 

fi nal, Jacob Womack 

saw o�  Keifer Durham 

as the Colorado-based 

ace reeled o�  the fi nal 

two legs in just 31 darts, 

capping things o�  with a 

sumptuous 14-dart leg.

Durham, who boasted 

the better average, 

opened up a 5-3 lead 

before Womack came 

fi ring back, saving his 

best darts until last.

CDC ROUND-UP: 

CHAMPIONSHIP LEAGUE

SUCCESS & NEXT GEN SHOWCASE.

ON TOUR 3

ON TOUR 4

W
ell, what a 
year this 
has been! 
I honestly 
never 
thought 

I would see the world come 

to a standstill, but thanks to 

Covid-19, it certainly has. Of 

course, now things are getting 

worse, there is no telling what 

could happen from here. 

I know that everybody has been 

a� ected, but the darts scene 

worldwide has been totally 

decimated. 

What really saddens me is that 

the World Darts Federation had 

so many wonderful plans for 

everyone, and now we have no 

idea what the future may bring. 

I sincerely hope that we can get 

back on track in the not-too-

distant future, but I fear that we 

will still be su� ering from this 

well into next year. 

As far as darts in the US, what 

makes it more complicated than 

in other countries, is that we 

aren’t a� ected by National laws 

and policies, but by state and 

local ones. So, what is allowed 

in one state may not be allowed 

in a neighbouring state. Things 

had started looking up last 

month, certainly around here in 

Cincinnati, as we started to see 

some local events returning. 

Of course, it does seem crazy 

when most states are still 

basically on lockdown, yet we 

are having ADO-sanctioned 

tournaments in Alaska! 

As you probably know, some 

areas are worse than others, 

and Florida is being particularly 

badly hit. Already, there have 

been at least a dozen dart pubs 

down there that have been lost 

for good. I’m sure there will 

be others, and I wouldn’t be 

surprised to see some leagues 

disappear also. 

In addition to all the virus 

problems, it hurts me to report 

that we recently lost two of 

America’s best players. You 

may have seen about the sad 

passing of Boston’s Dave Kelly. 

Dave reached the semi-fi nal of 

the Winmau World Masters in 

1991, and represented the US 

on many occasions, both in the 

BDO/WDF and the PDC. On a 

personal note, I had the great 

pleasure of partnering Dave to 

victory in the Men’s Pairs at the 

1994 North American Open, 

where we beat Bob Anderson 

and Shayne Burgess in the fi nal. 

We also lost Quakertown, PA’s 

Charles Cressman that same 

weekend. I never knew Charles 

personally, but he was one of 

the big names on the American 

scene back in the 1980’s. 

I’ll be back next month with an 

update from this side of the 

Atlantic, and I’m hoping that I 

can be more positive than I feel 

right now! 

Steve Brown.

BROWN IN 
THE U.S. of A.

A
fter the 
global 
Covid-19 
pandemic 
made it 
impossible 

to play darts in person, 

there has been a huge 

boom in online darts. 

Jacco Krook briefl y 

discusses two notable 

online events that took 

place in continental 

Europe.

The Czech Republic

The Czech Premier 

League was one of the 

fi rst darts events to be 

moved online. It was 

streamed by Tipsport. 

Just like the PDC Premier 

League equivalent, ten 

players were invited to 

compete, two of them 

being eliminated halfway 

through the league stage and four making it to the 

play-o� s. Pavel Jirkal and David Rosi were the fi rst two 

eliminated players. David Pisek, Michal Smejda, Ondrej 

Kysilka (who came close to securing a PDC tour card at 

Q-School 2020 when he reached the quarter-fi nal on 

Day 2) and Michal Ondo came up short too, missing out 

on a place in the play-o� s.

The fi rst semi-fi nal was fought out between Adam 

Gawlas, who fi nished top of the league, and Alexander 

Masek, who fi nished fourth because of a 7-4 defeat 

against Gawlas the previous day. Masek got his revenge 

when it really mattered though, defeating the 2019 PDC 

World Youth Championship runner-up 10-8.

In the second semi-fi nal Vitezslav Sedlak played Daniel 

Barborak. Barborak had enjoyed a strong early run of 

form, racking up six consecutive wins to take him to 

the top of the league halfway through the competition. 

However, his form had dipped and Sedlak, who had 

won his previous six matches, ran out a convincing 10-4 

winner.

Sedlak took his fi ne form into the fi nal and impressively 

clinched the title with a 10-7 victory over Alexander 

Masek. This was despite 

su� ering two defeats to 

Masek (6-4 and 7-6) in 

the league stage.

Italy

In Italy there has been 

a surge of online darts, 

mainly thanks to Jacopo 

Ghirardon, the individual 

behind the hugely 

popular Facebook page 

‘Diddle for the Middle’. 

One of the major 

highlights was the Italian 

Darts Championship 

where twelve top Italian 

players were invited to 

play each other in a round 

robin format.

All the players played 

each other once with the 

matches being the best of 

eight legs. Danilo Vigato 

remarkably managed to 

win all eleven matches and therefore won the event. 

Stefano Tomasetti lost only one match, against Vigato 

in Round 10, which handed Vigato the title because 

Tomasetti had already dropped two points having drawn 

his matches against Mattia Pini and Michele Turetta.

The rise of Italian darts was clearly illustrated when 

Francesco Daros had to withdraw from the tournament 

and be replaced. Daros was unavailable to participate 

as he had made it to the quarter-fi nals of an online 

tournament with just under 200 entries, including well-

known players like Peter Jacques, Reece Robinson, 

Stephen Burton and Adam Smith-Neale.

A Glimmer of Normality?

At present, the Italian Super Premier League is taking 

place. For this event, 16 Italian players play each other 

once online before the top four meet each other in 

person on the oche in July. These play-o� s will be the 

fi rst darts event in Italy taking place in person since the 

Covid-19 outbreak.

Twitter: @JaccoKrook

THE KROOK 
R E P O R T

Focus on Continental Europe…

On the other side of the pond... 

WORDS: TOM BERESFORD
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You have to make more noise than anybody else, you have to make yourself more obtrusive than anybody else, you have to fi ll all the papers more than anybody else, in fact you have to be there all the time and see that they do not show you under, if you are really going to get your reform realised.”
The words of Emmeline Pankhurst could well be attributed to the dramatic rise of ladies darts on the world stage during that spectacular few weeks in late December and January.

Pankhurst famously helped women get the right to vote, the likes of Fallon Sherrock and Lisa Ashton are putting women on the map in the sporting world.
Sherrock, as Sky Sports commentator Rod Studd proclaimed “smashed the glass ceiling” when she beat Ted Evetts at the Alexandra Palace last December. 
Ashton, by contrast, is the least likely to shout from any rooftops. She’s more crash the pan than fl ash in the pan.
When she won her third World Championship she turned down champers for “a brew and a ham butty”.

By design she is the epitome of a northern powerhouse. A Bolton lass with gravy running through her veins, a Coronation Street accent and hard as cobbles.
That’s why the “women aren’t strong enough” jibes are undoubtedly the presumptions that really grind Ashton.
When I questioned why that is said, it clearly fi red-up her up. She admitted: “It’s hard, very hard. It’s always been viewed as a man’s sport. It’s always been in the pub and the men playing.

“For women to break through in the sport we’ve had to overcome hurdles. It’s always been said that women aren’t strong enough to compete with the men.

“But slowly we are breaking that down. It’s still hard, we are still classed as they don’t think we can do it.

“We are always determined, we are going to do it. We are trying our best. We just need those people who knock us to give us time.
“It is annoying that we are considered weak. I don’t get it. I’m sick of those taunts.
“I’m the youngest and grew up with fi ve brothers, I’ve always had to stand up for myself. I always tell them what they have to do.

“They say the women aren’t strong enough and I ask ‘why are they not’. They’ve got three darts, we’ve got three darts. It’s not about physically how we are built.
“We are mentally and physically strong enough. Just because we don’t shout the loudest about it, we think things through and then do it. We have to be heard. 
“I’m doing that now on stage like Fallon has. I’m going to do it with this tour card, it’s only me in the men’s game at the minute. I still have to fi ght.

“I haven’t come into the tour to make the numbers up. I’m here to do my best and take you lot down.

“I don’t think about the wider picture, I just look at what I can achieve in darts. When people ask you about what the e� ect on women is, that’s the only time you realise.
“All I think about is what we can do. It’s like Billie Jean King, she fought to get the ladies’ more money. It’s still worth fi ghting.
“We are grateful that the PDC have still kept two places in the World Championship. Hopefully in time that will improve to double. 
“The more opportunities we can get for ladies to play in the World Championship, it will open more doors for more ladies to make a huge impression on the biggest stage of all.”
The PDC are certainly throwing open the doors for the women’s game.

BULLSEYES, 
BREWS AND A 
HAM BUTTY

Ashton has her eye on 
a slice of history
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They say the 
women aren’t strong enough and 

I ask ‘why are they 
not’. They’ve got 

three darts, we’ve 
got three darts. 

It’s not about 
physically how we 

are built.
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They will stage a four-event Women’s Series in October, giving 

players the opportunity to qualify for the William Hill World 

Darts Championship as well as the Grand Slam of Darts.

Two places in the 2020/21 World Championship will be on o� er 

for female players based on prize money won across the four 

events to be held on October 16-18 in Barnsley.

There has been a groundswell of support for the women’s game 

since Sherrock’s two wins at the Worlds and Ashton becoming 

the fi rst woman to gain a PDC tour card in January.

Three-time World Champion Ashton, 50, now reckons the ladies 

have to take this opportunity.

She said: “It is brilliant news and it’s come at the right time for 

ladies darts to be fair. It’s nice that they’ve been listening to us 

and giving us this opportunity.

“I’m really looking forward to it and hopefully I can do well in 

them.

“It’s giving ladies darts another step, another level. We’ve always 

had the BDO and that’s the only competition we’ve ever had. 

We’ve never had the opportunity to go another level.

“To be brought into the Professional Darts Corporation. This is 

the chance now and we’ve got to back it and prove what we’ve 

been saying. I know we are all determined to do it. 

“We have had the BDO for years, but with this new progress we 

are starting from scratch. We’ve now got to push it forward.

“There’s younger girls coming into the Junior Darts Corporation, 

we’ve got to build a structure for them now and into the PDC. 

Then they’ve got something to aim for.

“The money is massive there they can potentially win. Hopefully 

www.dartsworld.com
OCHE ICONS
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they can build it up and gain as much money as the men have 

got.

“A lot of the ladies can compete with the men. But there’s some 

who still haven’t quite got the confi dence to compete with the 

men right now.

“So to have separate tournaments it gives those ladies the 

chance to build their confi dence to take the next step. It’s also 

something to aim at for the youth ladies coming through.

“Hopefully the time will come when they don’t need to be 

separate but at the moment we need to build up a structure.”

The mini-tour in October will replace the two separate 

qualifying tournaments for the World Championship which have 

been staged over the past two years, o� ering £20,000 prize 

money in total across the four events.

Entry will be £25 per player per event, and the PDC Women’s 

Series will be open to all female players aged 16 and above.

Ahead of the four PDC Women’s Series events, a separate, free-

to-enter Grand Slam of Darts Qualifi er will be staged on Friday 

October 16, o� ering one place in November’s tournament.

Ashton added: “The way I’m looking at it is that I’m focusing on 

myself because it’s a new chapter in my life. I just want to be so 

successful.

“But I want to keep proving what ladies darts is all about and 

what our levels can go to. Then when I do retire hopefully I have 

left a legacy for young girls to look at and know they can do 

this and follow in my footsteps.

“I fi nally got my head around it and got the tour card. I then got 

to play a month in it and then we had lockdown and it’s been 

taken away again. 

“I felt I had got the tour card at the right time in January, now it 

seems to have been the wrong time.

“I’ve just got to try and stay focused and take the opportunities 

when they come. I’ve still got another full year and then try and 

retain my card.

“It’s good now that when I play the guys on the tour they just 

treat me like just another player. It’s not like you’ve lost to Lisa, 

you’ve lost to a woman. They’ve welcomed me in brilliantly just 

as a good professional player.”

Ashton would love nothing more than to stick the ‘not strong 

jibes’ back down the throats of the taunters.

But when she does, crack open the Tetley. She added: “At 

Lakeside when I won my third world title, I got o�  the stage and 

there was champagne. I had a sip but someone asked me what 

I really wanted. I said oh my god I just need a brew and a ham 

butty!

“No one could believe it that I’d become World Champion and I 

just had a brew and a ham sandwich.”

That sums up Ashton perfectly. 

Forget the Bolly; it’s about bullseyes, brews and a butty.

*Ladies special - Pages 24-29.

No one could 
believe it that 
I’d become 
World 
Champion 
and I just 
had a brew 
and a ham 
sandwich.

“No one could “No one could 
believe it that “believe it that 

“

and a ham 

“

and a ham 
sandwich.

“

sandwich.

Lisa Ashton’s win over 

Michael Smith in the 

Autumn Series came 

despite a 101.3 average 

from the World No.4. Her 

double percentage en 

route to the last 32 was a 

whopping 49%.

@DartsDatabase
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THERE is 
nothing 
like a 
night 

when the darts 
is on TV.
Order a curry 
and settle 
down for a few 
hours in front of the 
box. My dream night.
OK, fair enough, we all 
truly want to be at the 
arenas but especially 
these days that’s not 
possible.

However, the one thing 
we probably all take for 
granted is the wall-to-
wall coverage we get on 
Sky Sports and ITV.
At Christmas we even 
get our own dedicated 
Sky Sports Darts 
channel, night and day 
arrows. Oh yes. I don’t 
even have a reason to 
get o�  the couch!
Seriously though, we 
are very lucky how 
good it is.
We’ve just come o�  
a weekend of ITV4 
showing the World 
Series on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. It 
was on for something 
like 12 hours in total.
Jacqui Oatley is a 
brilliant presenter 
and knows her stu� . 
She’s been a ground-
breaking broadcaster 
by becoming the fi rst 
woman to commentate 
on Match of the Day. 
Now she’s strutting her 
stu�  on darts, amongst 
so many things.
I must say it makes a 
welcome change to 
have a di� erent face 
and perspective for the 
sport. I also believe it’s 
great for darts that she 
is at the forefront of the 
game, such a respected 
personality within TV, 
sport and broadcasting.
It was obviously a 
pretty lush weekend in 
the end as Gerwyn Price 
took the title. But also 
very interesting to see 
the comeback of Rob 
Cross to winning ways 
and MVG losing again. 
Wowsers!

This was all just a 
couple of weeks after 
the end of the Premier 

League and Sky’s night 
after night viewing was 
just awesome.
When you compare the 
sport back to the 70s 
and 80s and now look 
at it, the di� erence is 
just incredible.
Sky Sports have 
revolutionised the way 
we watch sport. And 
certainly darts. The 
walk-ons, the lasers, the 
pure razzamatazz.
Right now it’s totally 
gutting we haven’t got 
the fans, although it was 
good to see them back 
to a certain extent in 
Austria.

But I loved the 
walk-ons, the stupid 
costumes. Nowhere 
else could you see ET, a 
Minion, Cinderella and 
a bloke dressed up as a 
Christmas tree watching 
Peter Wright win the 
World Championship!
It’s a big shame Dave 
Clark has had to retire. 
Whenever I heard his 
voice I knew it was darts 
time. The excitement 
and butterfl ies start in 
my belly and likewise 
when you fi rst hear 
Wayne Mardle pipe up 
on an evening of darts 
from the commentary 
box- I just love it. 
It’s non-stop daftness 
mixed in with the 
amazing drama of the 
players.

I miss being part of the 
set-up with Unibet and 
being at the venues. 
But total kudos to 
the presenters and 
producers right now for 
making it the best sport 
on the planet to watch.  
Now hurry up the Grand 
Prix, I’ve ordered me 
curry! 

You can hear Polly 
James on Radio X, FM, 
online, digital radio and 
on the Radio X app. 
Polly is also a social 
media host for Unibet 
Premier League.
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Split hits the FAN
Protests in Hong Kong a tough backdrop for new PDC star

It’s di�  cult to imagine trying to build a darts career in the UK when your family and home country 6,000 miles away are engulfed in freedom protests and anti-Government riots.
But that’s the stark and scary reality for Kai Fan Leung.

The Hong Kong World Cup star is touted as a new major force of the sport from Asia having secured his PDC tour card in January.

But this talented newcomer, who speaks fl uent English, believes that curiously the unrest in his home country could well end up being a help to his career.
He revealed: “I told my wife I need to survive until the prize money is big enough for me to move all the family over to the UK, we also have a three-year-old daughter.

“But it’s a strange thing now with the situation with the security laws in Hong Kong, everything has changed in a political environment.
“The British foreign o�  ce are saying now that Hong Kong citizens born before 1997 with a British travel passport they might be able to get a BNO, a British Overseas National visa next January. That means I can stay fi ve years in the UK as a resident.

“That actually might help me to pursue a career here. I’ve got a two-year visa but what if I lose the tour card? Then I’ve got no road to go, I’d have to go back to Hong Kong for sure. I could get a one-year visa after every year but that’s a lot of money.

“If I can stay here for longer, even if I lose my tour card, I can still carry on with my career.

“When you have family and kids because of the imposing of new laws whether that will hurt my child. What if my child is a politician or pursues a political career? It’s always about freedom. But it’s very hard to judge how things will turn out on what is right and what is wrong.
“Many of my friends and family are considering moving away. But it’s very hard because they have property and have to give up everything to leave. You can’t give up partially, if you leave you have to give up everything.”

There’s no doubt that the most exciting part of the sport is the emerging countries really making a mark. 
Fan Leung, 36, is sure that there will be more world champions to come from Asia like Mikuru Suzuki but the sacrifi ce to make it in Europe is a huge hurdle.
He added: “I do believe one day there 

will be a men’s World Champion from the far east. Obviously Mikuru has already proved it can be done, back-to-back.
“The standard in Asia is now crazy. I’m not the best Asian player for sure. Maybe you can say that because I’m in the PDC and I did well in the soft tip world which helps a lot. But if you see other players in Asia, the quality is very high. 

“I think it’s very hard for players from my part of the world. It’s a huge sacrifi ce to come over to the UK for the Q School as a fi rst step. Then you have to live here to play. You can’t commute back and forward. 

“You look at other big Hong Kong stars like Marco Fu in snooker. He had to live in Scotland for a while to achieve what he wanted in the UK and that took two years. 

“That’s the toughest part. If you have a talent, there’s no system for those who can move over from my country or part of the world.

“If you play Q School it easily cost you fi ve thousand quid to play. And that’s not knowing whether you can win or not. That’s a big burden for most of Asian players. 

“You just have to gamble yourself a little bit.

“I have to thank Paul Lim, he has been such a big help. We practised together and in 2019 Paul and I played a lot of tournaments, shared rooms, travelled with him. He gave me a lot of vision and confi dence.
“It really helps that I’ve played in big events. When I came to Q School in 2017 I was with Royden Lam and I was just standing behind watching him.

“That was a crazy year for me. I won the North & East Asia Qualifi er and I experience everything. I did Q School, UK Open which I drove from Heathrow to Minehead for four hours.
“I was then in World Cup and World Championships. Of course I didn’t proceed, I was also knocked out in the fi rst rounds. But that experience in defeat helps me now.

“I’m not like other players, they started at a very young age in their early teens. I threw my fi rst darts in soft tip in 2013 and steel tip two years later. I can’t believe how quickly it has happened. Just fi ve years later from fi rst throwing a dart I was in a World Cup and World Championship.”
A big help for Fan Leung was a chance meeting with Stephen Bunting at the opening PDC Players Championship in Barnsley.
He added: “In March I went back to Hong Kong during the pandemic. Then I returned for the Summer Series and now I’ll stay in the UK until the Autumn Series and see what happens then.

“When I won the tour card I decided to move over to the UK because my cousin is in Liverpool and I stay there.
“When you engage in any sports in any country, you have to live there. Fly-in, fl y-out is no way to make it happen.

“I took a chance to stay here. I have to wait for prize money in the bank account to stay alive. After the fi rst event in Barnsley luckily I sat at the same table as Stephen Bunting.

“We were chatting because he played a lot of soft tip in 2014 and then we realised he lived in St.Helens and I was in Liverpool. So I spend a lot of time with him and that helps so much. He is so experienced in darts, playing the sport for over 20 years. He knows everything. He tells me to calm down if I lose!
“In Hong Kong it’s so easy to get someone to practice with you, in UK that’s not so easy to do. It’s good when you fi nd a World Champion.
“Stephen is also turning me into a Liverpool fan. He has taken me to Anfi eld a couple of times. He took me to Liverpool against West Ham and they won and then Atletico Madrid and they lost.

“It’s great when you go to the stadium, everyone knows Stephen a lot of people support him. He also took me to the Premier League in Liverpool when he was a contender earlier this year. The atmosphere was wow, so di� erent.”
Fan Leung also reckons he can be a big hit in the UK thanks to Wayne Rooney, mainly because he can hopefully ditch a rather disparaging school moniker and use his real name again!

He revealed: “I am called Fat Beauty because of what I was called at school, it’s not a darts nickname. I was 12 or 13-years-old and my classmate behind me in history one day when I answered a question he saw my butt and said ‘you are so Fat Beauty’. I rarely say Fat Beauty, just shortened to FB.
“But my main nickname is Kevin instead of Kai. After I was born my sister called me Kevin. But I don’t mind the name Kai now because since I played in the PDC and people know this name because Wayne Rooney called his son that name!”

No matter what he’s called, this Fan is getting a lot of new supporters. A name to defi nitely watch.
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I think it’s 
very hard for 
players from 
my part of the 
world. It’s a 
huge sacrifi ce 
to come over 
to the UK for 
the Q School 
as a fi rst step.

“I think it’s “I think it’s 
very hard for “very hard for 

“

as a fi rst step.

“

as a fi rst step.

Prior to the 
Autumn Series, 
Kai Fan Leung 

was ranking 11th 
on the tour for 
regularity of 

two-treble visits 
(0.97 per leg). 
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PDC chief executive Matthew Porter 

admits the women’s game profi le 

“has never been higher” on the eve 

of the fi rst Women’s Series.

The PDC will stage a four-event Series in 

mid-October, giving players the opportunity 

to qualify for the William Hill World Darts 

Championship as well as the Grand Slam of 

Darts.

Two places in the 2020/21 World 

Championship will be on o� er for female 

players based on prize money won across 

the four events to be held on October 17-18 

in Barnsley.

The mini-tour will replace the two separate 

qualifying tournaments for the World 

Championship which have been staged over 

the past two years, o� ering £20,000 prize 

money in total across the four events.

Entry will be £25 per player per event, and 

the PDC Women’s Series will be open to all 

female players aged 16 and above.

Ahead of the four PDC Women’s Series 

events, a separate, free-to-enter Grand 

Slam of Darts Qualifi er will be staged on 

Friday October 16, o� ering one place in 

November’s tournament.

Lisa Ashton became the fi rst woman to 

win a PDC Tour Card at Qualifying School 

earlier this year - amongst 16 female players 

competing in the event - while Fallon 

Sherrock created history and worldwide 

headlines with her run to the third round 

of the 2019/2020 World Championship, 

defeating Ted Evetts and Mensur Suljovic.

Anastasia Dobromyslova had joined Ashton 

in qualifying for the 2018/2019 World 

Championship, while Japan’s Mikuru Suzuki 

competed alongside Sherrock at Alexandra 

Palace last year.

Ashton and Suzuki also played in the Grand 

Slam of Darts last year, and could secure 

another appearance in the event if they win 

through the qualifi er on October 16.

Porter said: “Women’s darts at the top level 

has never enjoyed as high a profi le and this 

is an important development.

“This year has seen sport worldwide 

a� ected by the coronavirus pandemic and it 

is hugely encouraging at a time when other 

sports are seeing opportunities for women 

reduced that we are able to bring in the 

PDC Women’s Series and create a place in 

the 2020 Grand Slam of Darts.

“We are also retaining two places in the 

William Hill World Darts Championship 

for female players, giving them the 

opportunity to take part in our sport’s 

biggest tournament once again after the 

historic achievements of Fallon Sherrock 

last December.”

2020 PDC Women’s Series

Friday October 16 - Grand Slam of Darts 

Qualifi er

Saturday October 17 - PDC Women’s Series 

Events One & Two

Sunday October 18 - PDC Women’s Series 

Events Three & Four

WOMEN’S GAME IS

NOW HIGH 

PROFILE
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Queen back on 

her throwin’
FALLON EYES UP 

PALACE RETURN

OCHE 
queen 
Fallon 
Sherrock 
admits she’d 

love the ‘new normal’ of darts to 

be women beating men.

The Bucks fi zzer returned to the big stage at 

the Bwin World Series after rocking the sport 

with victories over Ted Evetts and Mensur 

Suljovic at the World Championships last 

December. 

But mum-of-one Sherrock, 26, has got her 

sights set on a time when it won’t be headline 

news anymore that women are winning.

She vowed: “The next step is not just about a 

woman beating a man. It’s just two great players 

taking on each other. Yes it might happen to be 

a woman but it’s not seen as a woman. 

“I know that this is a new thing in darts but it 

would be really nice to get to that point that it’s 

not a surprise anymore.

“What Lisa (Ashton) has done is brilliant. It’s 

such an achievement and it’s something I’m 

inspired to do as well.

“Seeing how she’s beating all these men on the 

ProTour gives me more of an incentive. I want to 

get to Q School and get my Tour Card.”

Next up for the Queen of the Palace is trying 

to book her ticket back to the Palace. Sherrock 

was naturally quick to praise the new PDC 

Women’s Series in Cannock in October.

She continued: “The Ally Pally is still fresh in my 

mind. 
I know 
a lot of 
stu�  has 
happened over 

the past few months. But 

watching the games back and 

reliving it all it gets me excited to 

get back playing again on stage. 

“I think the ladies tour is a great idea. I’ve 

always said we need more opportunities 

and now we can show how our standard 

has improved over the past couple of years. 

This is a perfect chance to show what we 

can do.

“Obviously if I can qualify I’m going to be so 

excited again. I loved playing in the World 

Championship and that is where I want to get 

to again. It was such a surreal experience. I’m 

going to try my best to get there.”

Sherrock admits it has been a “worry” to travel 

again as she remains in the vulnerable category 

after su� ering from a kidney disease six years 

ago - and being away from her young son while 

the coronavirus is still a big threat.

She added: “I’m not too keen on wearing the 

EXCLUSIVE WORDS: PHIL LANNING PHOTOGRAPHY: TAYLOR LANNING

facemark because I can’t breathe. But 

it’s all to do with safety especially with 

my health problems. I will be wearing a 

facemask literally everywhere that I go. 

“It’s always going to be a worry. I have 

to take the right precautions 

and do what the 

Government says. I’m 

also going to be wearing 

gloves for every surface 

that I’m touching 

and I’m keeping my 

distance from people. 

If I take all the 

precautions it should 

be safe to travel.

“Since lockdown 

I’ve been spending 

a lot of time with 

my son. There’s 

obviously a lot 

more stu�  to 
worry about 
than the darts. 

“I’ve got my 
number on his 

iPad and he can 

call me anytime 

he wants and 
I’m getting a 
phone call every 

fi ve minutes. 
It’s really nice 
because I’m 

always in communication with him. When 

it comes to playing I’ll need to fi nd some 

space and not worry as much.

“As long as I talk to him before and after 

matches and not worry about the virus I 

should be OK.”

Sherrock has played in a few online 

matches during the virus crisis but also 

feels that the break from the limelight 

wasn’t such a bad thing for her.

She added: “It’s not been very frustrating, 

a bit disappointing. I was obviously really 

looking forward to playing darts around 

the world and places I’d never been to 

before.

“In fairness it’s probably done me a bit of 

good. I was so busy and playing so much, 

I think I needed a break. 

“The lockdown has given me the time 

to refuel, get all my energy back up and 

hopefully it’s worked out for me.

“I love just playing in general and when 

there’s a crowd behind me it’s such a 

good atmosphere. It’s a buzz and proper 

gives you more of a platform to play 

better. That’s still kind of a new thing for 

me. I love the fans behind me. I think it’s 

a very exciting prospect to get the fans 

back.” 

Sherrock also revealed that she hopes 

another organisation to save the amateur 

World Championship as British Darts 

Organisation remains in crisis.

She added: “It is sad to see it. When I was 

little the Lakeside was always on the 

TV. My mum, dad and sister would 

all watch it. I always wanted to be 

there. 

“I still remember the fi rst 

year I was there, so many 

good memories. It is really 

disappointing but I suppose 

things happen in life and 

there’s nothing we can do 

about it. 

“But I’m hoping 

another organisation 

takes over and we 

can rebuild it all and 

hopefully there can 

be another World 

Championship 
for the amateur 

game.”

“I’ve always said we need more 

opportunities and now we can show how 

our standard has improved. This is a 

perfect chance to show what 

we can do.

“
we can do.

“
we can do.

Fallon Sherrock holds the 

record for the most 180s 

thrown at the Women’s World 

Championship (13). Data 

available from all matches in 

2020 suggests she is better 

than 50/50 to land the third 

treble once the fi rst two are in. 

@DartsDatabase
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Kyle McKinstry 
has revealed 
his “personal 
torture” during lockdown that has left him battling to save his promising career.

The Northern Irishman has been suspended 
from Darts Regulation 
Authority events after 
suspicious betting 
activity during online 
matches in the Modus 
Live League in late April.
Talented McKinstry, 33, broke down in tears 
during his fi rst interview since admitting his part in the match-fi xing 
incidents.

He told me: “It’s defi nitely been the worst few 
months of my life. I’ve 
been in a really bad place since the coronavirus 
pandemic started and 
then lockdown.

“I lost my darts income and then lost my 
engineering job in the 
space of a few weeks. 
I was left completely 
desperate and without any money.

“I’m not alone in this 
situation, I know that. I know that lockdown has hit so many families and so many people have lost their jobs.

“But for me I was going through personal torture. I’ve always been a hard worker and never been without a job. 

“On the day I lost my 
engineering job I was 
totally devastated. That’s the day I let myself down with the online darts.
“I’m not going to go 
into the details. I’m too ashamed of what I’ve 
done. I’ve let down my family, my management, the fans and the sport. 
“It was a moment of 
weakness. I’ve got a 

partner and two young children. I had no money whatsoever and I was 
desperate. I’m only a 
human being, I made a 
mistake.

“I’m still in a really bad 
way. I’ve lost everything right now. I need to try 
and re-build my life for 
my children above all 
else.”

McKinstry is one of 
the most likeable and 
popular players in 
the sport. It is quite 
harrowing to hear his 
pain.

He reached the Quarter-Finals of the 2019 BDO World Championship and has featured on the PDC Challenge Tour.

He fi nished seventh on 
the 2019 Challenge Tour Order of Merit, qualifying for the 2020 UK Open, 
in which he reached the Last 16.

Now he awaits the 
DRA verdict on the 
punishment for his 
actions. He added: “I will accept my punishment, I’ve done wrong. It will 
never happen again. I’ve been punished already 
by my own shame every single day.

“I want to save my career and fi ght back from this and prove to everyone in a positive way how you can respond to doing 
wrong in the right way.
“I’ve been given amazing support by Alan Warriner at the PDPA and by the DRA. I hope everyone 
understands this was 
totally out of character and an act of real 
desperation. 

“That doesn’t make it 
right I know. But I hope I can be given a second chance to prove my 
integrity in the sport I 
love and rebuild my life.”

MCKINSTRY:
MY SHAME

Fallon Sherrock has smashed the glass ceiling!”
The iconic words of Sky Sports commentator Rod Studd changed the darting landscape forever in the World Championship last December.
Yet horrendously, Studd’s own world was shattered just fi ve months later when he was struck down with a stroke during lockdown.

Thankfully after spending fi ve weeks in a specialist unit Studd was allowed to return home to wife Louise and two sons to begin his road to recovery. So how are things a few months on?He revealed: “I have to thank the wonderful doctors and nurses at Halifax Royal Infi rmary for their kindness and care as well as the ambulance crew who got me to the hospital swiftly and safely in the fi rst place. 
“I’m pleased to report I am working very hard on my rehab with an excellent team of physios and making steady progress. Very much looking forward to getting back to the darts in due course.”

It is excellent news of a return to action but in the meantime Studd is very much back alive and kicking on social media. Sadly many believe it is becoming a way to abuse darts players.He added: “Used properly and sensibly, Twitter is a great tool and can be great fun. I have great interaction with some very nice people but unfortunately there are those who use it to intimidate and abuse which is completely unacceptable. “The onus is on social media companies to police it better and remove o� ensive individuals. No one should be subjected to abuse.”

Another familiar face sadly now gone from our television screens is Dave Clark. The Sky Sports darts presenter who su� ers from Parkinson’s disease decided recently to step down. As a close friend Studd was naturally upset to see him leave.

He added: “I have the utmost respect for Dave as a broadcaster and as a man. It was a sad day when he rang to say he was retiring but I respect his decision and he left on his own terms. “I’ll certainly miss him at tournaments, he is a great friend and was instrumental in my becoming part of the sky sports darts team. I don’t know who will replace Dave long term but he’s a mighty tough act to follow. 
“An absolutely maestro who makes a di�  cult job look very easy. I’ve fi lled in occasionally and believe me it’s nowhere near as simple as Clarky makes it look.”
As the song goes though the show must go on and despite being hit with the loss of commentators, presenters and fans the PDC has managed to keep the wheels turning.
He continued: “I think the PDC and Sky have done a terrifi c job in very di�  cult circumstances with behind closed doors darts. “I enjoyed watching the World Matchplay and the Premier League but obviously hope the crowds will be allowed back before too long. They’re such a crucial part of darts.”Studd admits that he is not just a voice of darts but also a huge fan and dearly misses being close to the action, adding: “I love being part of darts. It’s strange watching tournaments on TV instead of being there. I miss the buzz and excitement of watching a big match from the commentary box and feeling part of it. 

“I also miss the camaraderie and spending time with my friends and colleagues at Sky as well as other members of the darting media. It’s tough not being at a big tournament and able to stand in an arena and just soak up the atmosphere.”The summer of darts hasn’t been without controversy though. Unfortunately there was allegations and admissions of match fi xing. 

Studd admits that it’s been a sad a� air, he said: “Match fi xing in any sport is a depressing topic. Taking money to change 

Aim for the SKY
Class act Studd battling back

 from horror lockdown

the way you play and to underperform is the worst sin of all in sport. As fans we have to believe what we are watching is genuine. The recent 
Kyle McKinstry and Wessel Nijman cases make sorry reading but these 
incidents are not commonplace in darts.
“Like most sports, darts keeps a close eye on situations and have early 
warning mechanisms in place to detect anything untoward. :All sports need to be careful not to perpetuate meaningless events without incentive to win and no jeopardy for losing. They’re the kind of events that can lead to opportunities for corruption and sadly some 
people succumb to that temptation.”
Fortunately, there were far more positives to take from the sport during 
lockdown. Young Belgian, Dimitri Van den Bergh secured his fi rst television major as he lifted the World Matchplay trophy.Studd said: “I thought it was great as I’d started to wonder whether Dimitri would break through. He had gotten stuck around No.30 in the 
rankings but this was a thoroughly deserved success. “His bull hitting in the fi nal was brilliant and I love his obvious joy at his 
success. It’s impossible not to smile during his enthusiastic interviews.”And there was great news for the women’s game too with the announcement of yet another new PDC initiative. Since Fallon Sherrock’s 
heroics last year on the Alexandra Palace stage ladies darts has been on 
the ascendancy.
Studd has been a long-time supporter of the ladies game prior to the Worlds. He said: “It’s great news. I’ve been a long time advocate of the 
women’s game as there is huge potential with a major growth area. The 
Women’s Series is a big step forward but hopefully not the last one.“I’d like to see a ladies TV event tour with say eight or 16 players as well 
as a PDC Women’s World Championship. 
“It’s uncertain what will happen with the BDO Ladies World Championship but after Fallon’s amazing achievements I look forward to seeing more women at Ally Pally as it will be good for the game. The 
more we see the likes of Sherrock, Mikuru Suzuki, Lisa Ashton and Beau 
Greaves on that stage and on our screens the better.”It would also be great for Studd to be back on our TV screens as well, where he truly belongs.

““F“FF“Fallon Sherrock has smashed the glass ceiling!”“allon Sherrock has smashed the glass ceiling!”
The iconic words of Sky Sports commentator Rod “The iconic words of Sky Sports commentator Rod 
The iconic words of Sky Sports commentator Rod “The iconic words of Sky Sports commentator Rod Studd changed the darting landscape forever in the “Studd changed the darting landscape forever in the World Championship last December.“World Championship last December.
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The 2021 BDO World Darts Championships are 

in doubt following the break-up of the darts 

organisation and Covid-19 concerns.

With the fi nancially-hit BDO dubbed as “dead” 

after losing its county members to the newly-

formed United Kingdom Darts Association 

(UKDA), that places huge question marks over the longest-

running World Championships in the sport.

The BDO has become a toxic, untouchable brand in sport and 

su� ered from a catalogue of bad management decisions under 

the stewardship of boss Des Jacklin.

The world champs – won previously by the likes of legends Phil 

Taylor, Eric Bristow, Jocky Wilson and Raymond van Barneveld 

– have been held annually since 1978.

The famous event, which used to be held at the Lakeside 

Country Club, and the 

World Masters will now 

come under the full 

authority of the World 

Darts Federation.

But according to sources 

its immediate future 

remains in the balance 

given the strict Covid-19 

restrictions in place for 

indoor sporting events.

And it’s unlikely to take 

place again at the Indigo 

nightclub at the O2 

Arena, especially after the 

players’ 2020 prize money 

pot was severely slashed 

by bungling Jacklin.

WDF President Bill Hatter 

said: “The World Darts 

Federation sanctioned the 

BDO in the running of the World Darts Championships (1978-

2019), along with the World Masters. 

“In January 2020, the WDF assumed full responsibility for 

the running of these major events and will be launching both 

tournaments under the WDF banner in due course.”

The UKDA is pressing forward with plans for a national league 

structure in England and Wales.

In an open letter to Lincolnshire “players and supporters”, 

Jacklin said: “I can tell you that there were seven counties that 

did not want to leave the BDO but felt to stay with the BDO 

would not be in the best interests for darts.

“We will see what the future has in store for the grassroots of 

darts. On a personal note my life has suddenly become a whole 

lot easier. More holidays, less stress.”

It appears that September 7 2020 is the day the British 

Darts Organisation o  cially died.

In a dramatic statement by the United Kingdom Darts 

Association (UKDA), a fundamental shift of the amateur 

game was revealed. 

It was announced that the county of Sussex 

were the 41st team to join the new UKDA swiftly 

followed with the news that Worcestershire had 

changed their original decision to stay with the 

BDO and in fact were now crossing over.  

UKDA CEO Colin Savage (pictured right) said: “It 

hasn’t been an easy period in our sport and there 

are certainly no mass celebrations at the UKDA.

“Yes, we have achieved our goal but it’s also a very 

sad day for the game of darts.

“The BDO system has been what we all have known, loved and 

invested time in. And I as well as many have shed a tear.”

There was also much conjecture that the previous evening, 

the BDO were holding an emergency meeting to discuss their 

future existence and whether or not it was viable to continue 

with so few counties remaining loyal to their cause. 

This e� ectively was the moment for the BDO and its 

Chairman, Des Jacklin (pictured far right), to admit 

defeat when it fi nally dawned on the BDO Directors 

that the inevitable was about to happen and that the 

battle had ultimately been lost. 

It was expected that the remaining counties loyal to 

the BDO would soon follow suit and also join the new 

governing body. 

In hindsight perhaps the decision ought to have been 

taken immediately following the AGM by the BDO hierarchy, 

rather than cling to the vain, naive and futile belief that counties 
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“A very sad day for 

the game of darts”
The statement that declared the end of the BDO after almost 50 years
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would come running back to the welcoming arms of the BDO 

with their collective tails between their legs. Indeed, Jacklin 

himself replied to a Facebook comment by stating “what you 

hope for, and reality are two very di� erent things, I look forward 

to speaking to you in a month’s time.” 

As events played out, the fact that everyone who left chose 

to stay with UKDA merely proved how 

far out of touch both Jacklin and the 

BDO board were, and for someone who 

emphasised the word “fact” with much 

frequency, the tendency was in the last 

days for the BDO to issue statements that 

seemed more rooted in fi ction. 

There is much speculation as to how the 

various fi nancial and physical assets of 

BDO Limited such as darts lanes and 

other equipment will be distributed so 

that full use is made of them in the future, 

should the company as expected be 

placed in the hands of liquidators to start 

a winding-up procedure. 

While the BDO soap opera continued 

to be played out on a daily basis, there 

is another option for amateur darts players to consider as 

individuals rather than County sides. 

MAD (Modern Amateur Darts) is headed up by Steve Brown, 

who has done such marvellous work with the JDC.

MAD is a di� erent concept, rather than with counties as is 

traditional, he has broken it down into 16 “Super Regions” 

throughout the length and breadth of the UK, each of these 

having 16 regions of their own. 

With tour events and majors also in the MAD pipeline it’s a 

very interesting and attractive concept, which already has 

the support of many from the PDC and indeed they are now 

collaborating with UKDA to give the amateur player two 

di� erent avenues to pursue.  

Certainly, having the likes of Alan Hodgson and Aaron Turner 

on board amongst others, makes MAD a viable option for all 

players and especially local leagues to consider.  

With all the bitterness and rancor 

occurring elsewhere over the course of 

the last few months, it is refreshing to 

see that these new organisations can put 

personal egos and di� erences to one side 

and join forces for the common good of 

the game. 

Where does the World Darts Federation 

stand in all this? Having stripped the 

BDO of its a¤  liation in 2019 following 

the chaotic events at the World Masters, 

they will be looking upon all the sorry 

shenanigans with much interest. 

Will it be a case of the National 

organisations gaining greater prominence 

and importance, particularly with regard 

to the various ranking events they already operate. Or will they 

seek to fi nd a new partner? 

The WDF currently have their own challenges to overcome with 

the pandemic decimating their global events calendar for 2020 

and no concrete plans to run either of their major events this 

year. 

All in all, it’s great sadness to see the end of the British Darts 

Organisation.

However, there are exciting new beginnings for the amateur 

game under new refreshing regimes.

IS IT THE 
END

OF THE 
WORLDS? Heartbroken Martin 

Adams has declared 
the BDO “dead” 
as the fi rst major 
sporting casualty of 
Covid-19.

The BDO’s commercial arm, BDO 

Enterprises, went into liquidation 

this summer, throwing the darts 

championship into doubt.

The BDO World Championships, 

run annually since 1978, are now not 

expected to take place next January.

It does not even appear on the 

o¤  cial website’s calendar page.

Lakeside legend Adams, a three-

time world champion, told Darts 

World exclusively: “Unfortunately 

the BDO has died.”

Wolfi e, 64, fumed: “It died at the 

World Masters last year in my view. 

That was a very sad, sad day. What 

more can you say? I think it is 

unrecoverable.

“I think it is beyond saving now. 

When you go into voluntary 

liquidation it means nails-in-the-

co¤  n time.

“Talking of co¤  ns, the BDO was 

buried with Olly Croft, the founder.

“It is emotional. It breaks my heart.

“It’s very sad it has come to this. I 

always try to think positive, to think 

of a positive phrase like ‘All good 

things come to an end’.

“It was a very good thing. But it 

seems as if it has come to an end.

“I’ll keep playing. There is the WDF, 

the English Darts Organisation, the 

Wales and Scotland bodies are still 

going, so there is plenty still for me 

to participate in.

“I love the exhibitions. I am at 

the time in life where I play the 

tournaments I enjoy.”

Adams: 
The BDO “was 

buried with Olly Croft”
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DERBYSHIRE, Shropshire, West Midlands, and Warwickshire have decided to join the United Kingdom Darts Association for the forthcoming inaugural season.  
In the fi rst instance, Derbyshire were quick o
  the mark to join the new organisation being the very fi rst team to add their name to the list closely followed by third placed Shropshire. 

Warwickshire lingered a little longer before making their minds up while West Midlands were late comers but did eventually decide to join the UKDA after originally opting to stay with the BDO. 

It was announced in a statement: “Warwickshire Darts Organisation have great pleasure in announcing we are to join the United Kingdom Darts Association (UKDA). 
“From the o
 set, with three organisations vying to take on the 

challenge of running the BICC, it was important for us to be patient and take the time needed to allow all organisations to release their proposals and subsequent updates. 
“We felt as an organisation, an individual player vote would not capture the majority of our membership so instead the voting right was given to each of our Superleague teams. 
“Although the vote was not unanimous, it was heavily weighted towards UKDA and we ask that any member who was not previously committed to UKDA joins us in looking towards the future.” 
Speaking of Warwickshire, following my previous report of Brian Johnson retiring as County Secretary, Brian has made a few comments himself about the time spent with the County. 

He began by saying he has spent a tremendous 46 years with the county 33 of them as County Secretary and that his decision to step-down was an extremely di�  cult one. 
He said: “I have worked with many of the top players, such as John Lowe, Jocky Wilson, Eric Bristow, Alan Evans, Leighton Rees.

“I started with the County as a stagehand, erecting the equipment and progressed through the years rising up to County secretary. 
“I have enjoyed all of these positions, but time catches up with us all. I feel this is the right time to exit, as I’m not too pleased with the situation with the BDO and other organisations but whichever way the County decides to go, I will support them”. The tributes and gratitude to Brian have fl ooded in, a fuller account is available at dartsworld.com.

C O U N T Y 
L I N E S

COUNTIES FLOCK TO UKDA 
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ISOLATION CELEBRATION

Despite 
Coronavirus, 
lockdown and 
the shutting 
down of pubs 
and clubs throughout the land rising up out of all the doom and gloom has been the Derbyshire Darts Isolation League. 

The league, brainchild 
Jordan Beresford, has 
completed four seasons since its inception and 
attracted a high-quality fi eld. 

Jordan said: “I organise and play in all di
 erent dart related leagues and had the idea with the pubs and venues shutting down to see who would be up for playing darts from home online and create a little league to keep our arms in as such. 
“The fi rst season was a huge trial and error however it worked fantastically having 26 players join including the likes of Colin Osborne and Jamie Caven. 

“Our fi rst champion was 

Darron Brown, one of 
Derbyshire’s fi nest! We are now currently in our fi fth season with four full divisions, with pubs re-
opening we have slightly dropped o
  in numbers which was expected, 
however there are lots of players still fully enjoying playing at home and its quite easily proven to be the best practice you can get!”  

Full marks to Jordan who has done a fantastic job to keep Derbyshire players playing darts in what has been the most trying and di�  cult times. 
Another league to blossom is the newly formed Gilberts Bar (Willenhall) Monday Individual Darts League created by Simon Pritchard. However, this league will not be an online league it will actually take place at Gilberts Bar on Monday nights from September 14th, as the venue have put in place the required structures, and carries 

a prize pot in excess of £3,000.

MICK LYDEN  

The darting world of the Midlands mourns the death of a well-known and extremely popular Mick Lyden, who on the 14th August at the age of 65 passed away suddenly but peacefully in his sleep. Mick, known to many by his nickname “Salad Dodger” was born in Middlesbrough and later moved to Birmingham, he was a notable fi gure throughout darts and well known for his larger than life charisma and infectious sense of humour. 
In 2002 with partner Stephen “Spag” Pasetti he won the coveted Harborne League Doubles title beating Jimmy Goode and Bruce Davenport in the fi nal, just one of his many victories. 
Mick played for many pubs and clubs in various leagues, too many to mention here, he also did a great deal for charity as a member of the Sports Argus and Air Ambulance squads, his mischievous personality winning him friends wherever he played. 

Mick leaves behind sons Michael and Matthew plus daughter Abbie, he was a man who was loved by many who would do anything for anyone and for whom nothing was ever too much trouble. Rest in Peace Mick you will be sorely missed by your family, friends and all of the darts fraternity. 
@toweminator 

ISLAND HOPPERS

The inaugural Island Hoppers column 
alluded to a potential development for 
darters in the 
Channel Islands. I am delighted to announce that January 2021 will see a new four team tournament with both Jersey and Guernsey taking part. 

The Isle of Man and the Republic of Ireland make up the quartet. The host venue will rotate between the teams with the Isle of Man staging the inaugural event. 
Jersey have yet to announce their squad, leaving it until closer to the time due to the pandemic. Guernsey on the other hand have named those who will be pulling on the green shirt in Douglas.

The Ladies team is: Shane Loveridge, Tracy Ingrouille, Tracy De La Haye, Jo Ellis, Yvonne Le Gallic, Debbie Hamon and Megan Billien, with Caroline La Touche as reserve.  Ken Waters, Mark Fletcher, Lee Savident, Adam Gontier, Simon De La Mare, Lee Smith, Paul Poullain, Nick Ogier, Tom Cotterill, Carl Gauvain, Jason Allez, Adie Exall and Michael Ogier make up the Men’s line up with Callum Ferbrache as reserve. 
Some more good news for the “Donkeys” has seen Guernsey pass the fi rst stage in their application to join the WDF. They will now be waiting to hear if they are successful in the remaining stages in order to attain full membership, which will see them and Jersey in both the World and Europe Cup. 

The Western Individual League held their AGM, with June Allen standing down after many years’ service and I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for her contribution.  

The Ladies Super League reached its conclusion with Debbie Hamon claiming the trophy Tracy Ingrouille edged out Yvonne Le Gallic for the runners-up spot. Adam Gontier did a fi ne job of organising the League and it is hoped that the Men’s Super League will return when the next season commences, having been cancelled this time round due to Covid-19. 

Mid-October sees the second Herm Festival, which again will be hosted by Tom Jones at the Mermaid Tavern. 

Sadly, neither the Jersey contingent or those originally slated to come over from the UK mainland will be unable to compete due to travel restrictions which is a shame, but I am sure they will return in numbers next year. 
Manor Farm Foods are sponsoring the Herm Classic, along with new sponsors for the Herm Open, the Juggling King Rum Company, who we are delighted to have on board. 

Jason Allez took the honours in the inaugural Open, with Simon De La Mare looking to retain his Classic title. Both Ladies events were won last year by Tracy Ingrouille who will be looking for the “double double”. 

A full report on the Open will appear in the next edition of Island Hoppers. 

OSBORNE AGAIN…
Colin helps birth of 
new isolation league

JABBA THE HIT…
Caven plays part in 
unique tournament

Colin Osborne has appeared in two major fi nals - both against Phil Taylor.He lost to 11-6 The Power in the 2009 UK Open but then beat Taylor in the Championship League fi nal 6-4 in the same year.
@DartsDatabase
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AS the year quickly draws to an end we will be 
seeing out the old and ringing in the new but in 
the world of darts this has already happened 
as the old British Darts Organisation has been 
replaced by the new, exciting and adventurous 
United Kingdom Darts Association.

In its inaugural season the UKDA has attracted no fewer than 
53 teams. Paul Marsh, the Chief Operations Manager will be 
overlooking the five various regions, each with a regional 
operations manager. 

The regions are made up of for the North (with Claire Stamper 
Operations Manager), Cheshire, Cleveland, County Durham, 
Cumbria, Humberside, Lancashire, Merseyside, Northumberland, 
Tyne and Wear, Wirral and Yorkshire. 

Andy Walsh is the Operations Manager for the Central region 
of Black Country, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, 
Norfolk, Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire, Sta�ordshire, 
Warwickshire and West Midlands. 

Wales/Central Operations Manager Stephen Greenwood will 
have under his control Breconshire, Clwyd, Glamorgan, Gwent, 
Gwynedd, Montgomery and Radnor, Pembrokeshire, Salopian, 
Shropshire and Worcestershire while Richard Biggs South East 
teams are Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent, London, Middlesex, Oxfordshire, 
Su�olk and Surrey. 

Karen Brown will be the South West Operations Manager 
looking after Berkshire, Cornwall Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Somerset, Sussex, West of England 
and Wiltshire.

Making up the 15-strong management team will be Oliver Croft 
jnr (President), Morgan Barrell (Founder and Head of Marketing 
and Social Media), Colin Savage (Chief Executive O�cer (CEO), 
Johnny Stefano (Chairman), Claire Stamper (Commercial 
Director and North Region Operations Manager), Davie Hanson 
(Events Director), Tony Martin (Players Director), Cat Handley 
(Finance Director), Mike Kenny (Finance Manager), Rebecca 
Hoyland (General Secretary), Laura Turner (Assistant Secretary), 
Darren Manning (Sponsorship and Fundraising Executive), 
Stephen Greenwood (Chief Disciplinary O�cer plus Wales 
and East Central Region Operations Manager), Debbie Jones 
(Youth Development O�cer), Paul Marsh (Chief Operations 
Manager), Andy Walsh (Central Region Operations Manager), 
Richard Biggs (South East Region Operations Manager), Karen 
Brown (South West Region Operations Manager), Micky Reed 
(National League Divisional Administrator), Dave Vanderson 
(National League Divisional Administrator), David Ballantine (IT 
Support).

Provisional fixture dates have been set for the envisaged 2021-
2022 season and they are on the weekends of the 18th/19th 
September, 2nd/3rd October, 6th/7th November, 27th/28th 
November, 11th/12th December, 8th/9th January, 5th/6th 
February, 26th/27th February and the 26th/27th March. 

In addition to the National League fixtures the UKDA will be 
staging a Magic Weekend on the 23rd/24th April followed by a 
UKDA National Finals on the 25th/26th June.        

Since the formation of the UKDA a partnership has been formed 
with the British Disability Darts Association with both parties 
responding to the news as follows;

The partnership will allow the UKDA to work closer with the 
BDDA to bring disability dart players further opportunities in 
the grassroots game.

Ahead of the announcement, UKDA Chairman Johnny Stefano 
said: “After numerous conversations with Shane (Havard), I feel 
that a partnership with the BDDA, will be beneficial to both 
parties, and will generate avenues for para darters in the UK, to 

showcase their talent, as the UKDA team and I look to provide 
further exposure for players. 

“We are also pleased to support any BDDA events in the 
future as we work together to deliver darts for everyone in the 
grassroots game.”

Havard added: “I’m excited that we get to work alongside 
Johnny and his team, and I’m looking forward to seeing our 
organisation grow.”

CHE KERIN (Salopian Press O�cer):

“Although it’s been almost nine months since a dart was thrown 
in pubs and clubs across Shropshire and beyond, much has 
happened in this time as local darts has undertaken a revolution 
that will potentially change the landscape of darts as we know 
it.

For many years the British Darts Organisation (BDO) was the 
driving force in local and county darts but in recent years they 
have endured darker times that have seen pub and club darts 
dwindle. 

“This has sadly had a dramatic impact on the super leagues 
that feed into the County Darts set up, whilst ironically the 
popularity of darts on TV platforms such as the PDC go from 
strength to strength.

“Good news is just around the corner however, as from the 
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PJ: We are talking 
just as Glen Durrant has tested positive for Covid-19. Will 
you self-isolate to 
protect yourself as we approach the World Championships?

GP: Obviously Glen is coming from one of the hotspots where Covid is so I wish him well and hope he recovers pretty sharpish. I think it’s going to streak through most of us at some stage. Fingers crossed I don’t get it.

I’ve spoken to a few players about it and I think you’ve just got to be responsible and stay at home and don’t go out if you don’t need to. Especially leading up to the Worlds I think I’m going to get to London a week early and self-isolate in a room on my own just to make sure I’m right for the tournament.
My daughters have got a couple of weeks o school which helps. That means they’re not in and out and mixing with other kids.
But there’s only so much you can do to try and keep this away. But eventually I think most people are going to get it.
It’s about being responsible. Like supermarkets for only one in a household to go out.
PJ: I’ve spoken to a lot of people who have been isolating during 

lockdown and they’ve been delighted to see darts back on TV to have some live sport to watch.
GP: Darts has been a sport that you can do with social distancing with only two people on the oche and one referee. It has been a sport that could get underway in these di�cult times. 

I’m not too sure about the Home Tour but especially the other events that are put on TV and livestream, I’m sure it’s going to cheer up some people’s days. Even I like to watch when I’m away so I can see what’s going on.

It’s good that we are bringing some sort of joy and helping other people out as well.

PJ: Massive congratulations on winning the BoyleSports Grand Prix and leapfrogging Peter Wright into the World No.2 place. You must be delighted to have cracked a format you didn’t previously like?

GP: The format was never my cup of tea. But being behind closed doors and not having the distractions that I did last year sort of helped as well.
When I played the second game, I sort of found my feet, found a bit of confidence. I never thought I was going to lose apart from one time against Chizzy. He let me o!

PJ: Are you in the penthouse suite in the hotel now you’re World No.2?

GP: We don’t stay in the poshest of hotels but it does the job! I’ve got my Firestick and my darts, that’s all I need.

No perks from being World No.2. I’m the furthest room away in the hotel right now, I thought I might get next to the lifts. Since being No.2 I’ve been verified on Instagram, so happy days!
PJ: You are the most in-form player in the world right now, but do you 

“When I’m playing well 
and the blood is boiling, 
that’s just me, it comes 

out and I can’t control it.”
We put the fiesty and fiery Welsh together. When Radio X presenter and top darts female reporter Polly James met Gerwyn Price….

PHOTOGRAPHY: TAYLOR LANNING

“ “

But now I 
believe 100 per 

cent if I bring 
my A game, 

it doesn’t 
matter if it’s 

Michael, Peter 
or anybody 

that I’m going 
to win.
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feel you’re at 100 per cent?

GP: Definitely not, I know I’ve still got an abundance 

in the bag. Especially in the Grand Prix I think I 

scraped through most of the games, especially the 

final I didn’t perform well. That seems to be what I’ve 

become over the last couple of years, my B and C 

game is good enough. I think there’s a lot more in the 

bag. I haven’t reached my full potential yet.

PJ: Do you still feel you are “pinching money out of 

players’ pockets”?

GP: I can remember that quote. It was just a little dig 

at a few of the players. But if I’d have lost that final 

in the Grand Prix, the shoe would have been on the 

other foot. 

I haven’t been playing long, only six or seven years so 

I’m still new to this game. Give me another six years 

and I’ll have a few world titles under my belt and a 

lot more majors. 

PJ: MVG has dominated for a long time, whoever 

knocks him o� his perch will be a big deal. Is that 

something you are truly chasing?

GP: If Michael goes out of the Worlds early or if me 

or Peter wins the tournament I think either Peter or 

me will be World No.1. I don’t think anyone else can 

take that spot o� Michael, just me or Peter. I’m just 

hoping I can have a good run and put some pressure 

on them both at the end of this year. If I become 

World No.1, what a story that would be.

PJ: Have you got the measure of MVG these days?

GP: I just think mentally. He’s still got the game in 

there somewhere, he’s just lacking the confidence. 

I’m sure that will still come out again, it’s just when. 

Every time people are playing him now, especially 

me, I’m going out believing I’m going to win. 

Whereas maybe 18 to 24 months ago you were 

hoping you were going to win, the likelihood was 

that you were going to lose. But now I believe 100 

per cent if I bring my A game, it doesn’t matter if 

it’s Michael, Peter or anybody that I’m going to win. 

That’s the di�erence. If you are full of confidence 

going on the stage then anything is possible.

PJ: Passion on stage is a big thing?

GP: Over the years I’ve been scrutinised for it. It 

comes out in every player even sometimes more so 

than me. You see it with Michael van Gerwen all the 

time, Nathan Aspinall, Jermaine Wattimena. I just 

seem to have a little bit more sometimes. Without 

that game and fire, same with Nathan and without 

crowds, it’s just not the same.

I’ve tried to change but you’ve just got to be what 

you are. You can’t just try and please people. You’ve 

got to go out and do what you do. 

PJ: Are the days of the Green Machine MVG coming 

to an end? Is there a new generation coming 

through?

GP: I don’t think it’s the fact that Michael’s gone 

really bad. I just think that the standard of the 

players, in depth right through the PDC, has risen. 

We’ve had to catch Michael up. I certainly think 

there’s a few players who have caught him up and 

there’s a lot more boys who are going to get there 

pretty soon as well.

PJ: You could be World No.1 soon but can you 

remember the first money you won at darts?

GP: I was still playing rugby down in Neath for Cross 

Keys and I was going to local tournaments. I would 

look on the internet for £500 local tournaments, 

cash-in, cash-out and I was winning the majority 

of them. Just to go and pick up £300, £500 and 

knowing that these boys were playing county yet I was playing rugby most of the time. 

I was actually pinching money o� them.

PJ: When did you think I could do this darts thing full-time?

GP: I don’t think it was about the money. I’d never played over a longer format but in 

the Matchplay I turned Michael Smith over and lost to Peter Wright in the quarters or 

semis. That was the turning point. I then believed I belonged in the PDC and knew that 

I could earn a living. But winning the Grand Slam and £125,000, that was a nice cheque 

to take home and probably put a bit more belief in me that I was one of the top boys.

PJ: Many saw this year’s Grand Slam as your two-year Gary Anderson fisticu�s 

anniversary which ultimately you had to pay the price for. You felt you had a target 

on your back and the other players tried to rile you. Has that feeling gone now?

GP: I still get a little boos and whistles. It is di�cult at certain points in games 

especially when it’s coming down to doubles and winning matches. 

To be honest I don’t regret anything that went on in that tournament because it’s 

probably made me into the player I am. The crowds and everything on my back has 

just moulded me into one of the best players in the world.

If I hadn’t played the way I did and done what I did, I still think I did nothing wrong. If 

I hadn’t had the crowd on my back for the last two years, would I be the player I am 

now? I don’t think I would.

PJ: What is the one thing that makes you very angry on the oche? What gets the 

blood boiling which would typically cause a social media rant after the game?

GP: If I’m playing poor then you don’t see that side of me. I don’t get myself into 

the game, I can’t get the aggression out. But when I’m playing well and the blood is 

boiling, that’s just me, it comes out and I can’t control it.

I can’t put my finger on why it comes out or why I’m that way. It’s just natural.

PJ: Even Hollywood actor Matthew McConaughey tweeted about you…

GP: My wife mentioned that some actor has tweeted me and I didn’t have a clue who 

he was. Once she showed me a picture I knew. I’m rubbish with names. I know him now 

anyway!

PJ: What would you prefer. Wales rugby World Cup win or World Cup of Darts? 

GP: Depends if I’m playing! If I’m playing for Wales, then rugby all the way. I’d give 

up everything to pull that jersey on and run out at the Millennium Stadium in front of 

80,000 people. I’d love that.

Trophies don’t mean much to me because I’m from a rugby background. But if I was 

to pick up the rugby World Cup that would mean a lot more to me than to pick up the 

world title in darts. Even though I’d still love to do that!

From 1st January 

to 16th November 

2020, not one player 

has beaten Gerwyn 

Price on TV in a 

knockout format 

with a three-dart 

average below 100. 

The lowest average 

recorded in beating 

the Iceman was 

Michael van Gerwen’s 

101.42 in the UK 

Open final in March. 
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Here is our second installment of the Darts 

Database Ultra 9s - the best performance 

indicators taken from all PDC matches and all 

128 PDC Tour Card holders to help inform your 

analysis and predictions for the upcoming World 

Championship at The Ally Pally. The Ultra 9s 

will soon be available to look at over your chosen time period, 

through Darts Database Premium (available with Darts Prime). 

Here are the top 5 in each category for November. Despite 

being third favourite to retain his world title, Snakebite 

features in eight of the nine categories and tops the pile in six 

of them!

NUMBERS 
GAME

NUMBERS 
GAME

48

49

1. Scoring 

Average score after 9 darts

Peter Wright 174.38

Jose De Sousa 175.92

Michael van Gerwen 177.22

Gerwyn Price 177.50

Michael Smith 179.70

2. Explosiveness

Legs won in 12 darts or less

Peter Wright 11.36%

Jose De Sousa 11.33%

Gerwyn Price 10.88%

Michael Smith 9.23%

Dave Chisnall 8.92%

U
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3. E�ciency

Legs won in 15 darts or less

Peter Wright 53.90%

Gerwyn Price 49.51%

Jose De Sousa 48.01%

Krzystof Ratajski 47.04%

Michael van Gerwen 46.39%

4. Reliability

Legs won in 18 darts or less

Peter Wright 88.22%

Krzystof Ratajski 87.07%

Gerwyn Price 87.06%

Michael van Gerwen 86.21%

James Wade 85.71%

5. Clinical Finishing

FInishes taken in the minimum possible darts 

Adrian Lewis 25.71%

Gerwyn Price 25.51%

Peter Wright 25.47%

Jose De Sousa 25.40%

James Wade 24.14%

6. Accuracy

Treble scoring accuracy on 20, 19, 18 & 17

Peter Wright 44.19%

Michael van Gerwen 43.46%

Gerwyn Price 43.17%

Jose De Sousa 43.01%

Ryan Searle 41.86%

9. Match Clinching*

The accuracy on doubles in attempts which, if 

successful, would result in winning the match

Gavin Carlin 59.82%

Gerwyn Price 51.69%

Steve West 49.56%

Simon Stevenson 48.96%

Richard North 47.40%

7. Checkouts

Overall % on the 21 di�erent segments (including 

the bull)

Peter Wright 44.16%

Ryan Joyce 44.08%

Gerwyn Price 43.45%

James Wade 43.18%

Krzystof Ratajski 42.31%

8. Functional Checkouts

Checkout % discounting misses that didn’t cost the 

player the leg

Ryan Joyce 55.10%

Peter Wright 53.26%

Gerwyn Price 52.81%

James Wade 52.80%

Kryzstof Ratajski 52.32%

HIT THE JACKPOT...Adrian Lewis 

is king of the clinical finishing

www.dartsworld.com
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*due to only having 

a small data sample 

for this metric for 

November, the top 

5 has been based 

on the year to date 

in 2020. 
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